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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 645

I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

I am making this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and, to the extent the information is environmental information, the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

Please provide copies of recorded correspondence, notes, internal records and decision records held by Wakefield Council Environmental Health and/or Health and Safety relating to health and safety concerns at Creative Units 2 and 3, Wakefield Exchange, including correspondence with We Are Unlimited / Unlimited / We Are Unlimited Arts, xxxx, Wakefield Exchange, The Art House, or any relevant landlord/building-management contact.

This request covers the period 26 May 2026 to 5 June 2026 and includes, but is not limited to, records connected to reference CAT-0350705, if that reference is held by the Council.

I am not requesting disclosure of any individual’s personal data. Please redact personal data where required and provide the remaining recorded information under FOI and/or EIR as appropriate.

For clarity, I am seeking institutional, regulatory, premises-related, health and safety, Environmental Health, and decision-making information held by the Council, including any representations made to the Council by the relevant organisation or building-management parties.

Please confirm which access regime or regimes the Council has applied to this request. If any part of the request is refused, please identify the relevant exemption or exception relied upon and explain why it applies.

Access Regime

Wakefield Council has considered this request under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). The requested information concerns health and safety and environmental health matters relating to premises and therefore falls within the definition of environmental information contained in Regulation 2(1) of the EIR.

Where information has been withheld or redacted, the Council has applied the relevant exceptions under the EIR. Details of any exceptions relied upon are explained below. 

Regulation 12(5)(e): Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information

The Council has considered whether the requested information engages Regulation 12(5)(e) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

The withheld information comprises health and safety documentation provided to the Council by a third-party organisation in response to enquiries made by Environmental Health during the investigation of a complaint.

The information includes assessments, internal health and safety procedures and operational arrangements relating to the management of the organisation's activities and premises. This information is not publicly available, was provided to the Council in confidence, and retains the necessary quality of confidence.

The Council considers that disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of that information by placing into the public domain details of the organisation's internal operational and management arrangements. Disclosure would be likely to prejudice the organisation's legitimate commercial interests by revealing information which is not otherwise publicly available and which has been shared with the Council solely for the purposes of a regulatory enquiry.

Public Interest Test

The Council recognises the public interest in openness and transparency regarding the investigation of health and safety concerns and in promoting understanding of the Council's regulatory functions and decision-making processes.
However, there is a significant public interest in protecting genuinely confidential business information where disclosure would adversely affect the commercial interests of the organisation concerned. There is also a public interest in ensuring that organisations are able to provide detailed information to regulatory authorities without confidential operational information being disclosed to the wider public.

In this case, the Council considers that the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosure. Sufficient information is being disclosed to demonstrate the Council's handling of the matter, whereas disclosure of the withheld documentation would result in the release of confidential operational information provided by a third party

Having weighed the competing public interests, the Council has concluded that, in this instance, the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosure.


Regulation 12(3) and 13: Personal Data

I would respectfully advise you that we have redacted any content which could serve to identify third parties. We believe that such information is exempt in line with regulations 12 (3) and 13 of the EIR. 

Regulation 12 (3) and regulation 13 of the EIR relate to the personal data of someone other than the applicant. It is our view that some of the information requested constitutes the personal data of third parties, and disclosure would cause those individuals to become identifiable. 

Regulation 12(3) requires us not to disclose that personal data, except in accordance with regulation 13. Regulation 13 prohibits us from disclosing third party personal data if this would breach the Data Protection Act. In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. Under this principle, and in accordance with guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office, the Authority “must not use such data in ways that have unjustified adverse effects on the individual(s) concerned, and must handle people’s personal data only in ways they would reasonably expect”.

It is our opinion that, in this case, disclosure could have a negative effect on third parties, and those parties would not reasonably expect the data to be made publicly available, which would be the case were disclosure to be made.

Information falling outside the Scope of your request has been removed..

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW
Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk

Yours Sincerely,


Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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