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From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 585

I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 


I request all records you hold relating to the known injury or death of animals that are not rats or mice that have occurred or are suspected to have occurred as a result of rodent control operations. This means operations that were commissioned, administered, or delivered by the council, whether through in-house pest control staff or by external contractors engaged by the council.

My request includes casualties resulting from any lethal or live-capture rodent control method where non-target mortality occurred, including but not limited to:

- Anticoagulant or acute rodenticide use (such as suspected secondary poisoning of raptors, hedgehogs, mustelids, or other wildlife)
- Spring or kill traps (Fenn traps, tunnel traps, or similar)
- Glue boards or adhesive traps
- Any other method

I am requesting all records held, as far back as they are available in a readily accessible format. If full compliance would exceed the cost limit, please prioritise the most recent records available and advise me of the earliest year that falls within the limit. This request covers both confirmed casualties and cases where a causal link to rodent control was suspected but not formally established, for example where an animal was found dead in or near bait stations, traps or treatment areas.

For the avoidance of doubt, the council is requested to consider whether any relevant information is held by contractors or agents on its behalf and is therefore subject to disclosure under Regulation 3(2) of the EIR.

For each recorded incident or casualty, can you provide where held:

1. Species, or best identification available (e.g. "unidentified raptor") 2. Number of animals affected 3. Outcome (killed/injured/released alive) 4. Date or approximate date 5. Control method responsible 6. General location or site type (e.g. housing estate, council depot, public park) 7. Whether the operation was in-house or contracted out, and if the latter, the contractor's name

I also request where available:

- Any summary or aggregate reports relating to non-target casualties in the council's rodent control programme
- Any contractual provisions, standing instructions, or service specifications requiring pest control contractors to report non-target casualties to the council

After liaising with our Pest Control and Facilities Management services, I can confirm that the Council does not hold any recorded information falling within the scope of your request.

By way of context, Wakefield Metropolitan District Council's Pest Control service operates on a commercial basis, providing pest control services to residential, commercial and Council-owned premises. 

The majority of pest control work undertaken at Council properties is carried out by the Council's own Pest Control team. While external contractors may occasionally be engaged, this tends to be for infrequent works of relatively low value.

As a result, no records are held relating to the information requested above

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW
Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk

Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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