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Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk:
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




Dear Requester, 
 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information 
REF: EIR 543

I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment. 
 
Please find our response to your request below. This information has been provided by the relevant service area/s.  

Application: 23/02397/FUL – Woolley Solar Farm (Land at Haigh Lane and Land at Woolley Edge Lane, Wakefield)
Following disclosure of previous officer/applicant correspondence, I request copies of all environmental information held (including emails, attachments, internal notes, Teams messages/chats, meeting notes, file notes, draft reports, consultation comments and correspondence with third parties) relating to the following matters:
1. Commencement period / implementation period
All information relating to the proposed or approved commencement period for the development, including but not limited to:
1. references to “8 years”, “eight years”, “commencement period”, “implementation period”, “time limit”, “Condition 1”, “longstop”, “start date”, “expiry date”, “commencement condition”, “extended commencement”, “phasing” or equivalent wording;
1. any discussion, request, justification, rationale or assessment for a commencement period longer than the standard three-year period;
1. any comparison with other solar farm permissions (including New Hall or other Wakefield solar developments);
1. any discussion as to why a longer commencement period was considered necessary, reasonable or justified.
1. Grid connection / energisation / export timing
All information relating to grid connection timing, energisation, export date or delay to connection, including but not limited to references to:
1. “grid connection”;
1. “connection date”;
1. “energisation” / “energization”;
1. “export date”;
1. “National Grid”;
1. “NESO”;
1. “grid reform”;
1. “queue”;
1. “constraint”;
1. “capacity”;
1. “Woolley Grange” substation;
1. “31 October 2034” (or similar dates);
1. anticipated connection delay, deferred connection, or inability to commence/operate due to grid constraints.
1. Officer/applicant discussions linking grid timing to commencement period
All information concerning any relationship between the proposed commencement period and grid connection timing, including discussions of whether a longer implementation period was required because of grid connection uncertainty, delay or dependency on third-party infrastructure.
For avoidance of doubt, this request includes:
1. correspondence between Wakefield Council officers and the applicant, agent, consultants or statutory consultees;
1. internal officer correspondence and discussions;
1. draft committee reports, draft conditions and tracked changes;
1. meeting notes, file notes, Teams chats/messages and calendar meeting records where substantive discussion took place.

Please see attached documentation. All further information is available on the Public Access Site Planning Portal. Simple Search
 
Notice
I would respectfully advise you that we have redacted any content which could serve to identify third parties. We believe that such information is exempt in line with regulations 12 (3) and 13 of the EIR. 

Regulation 12 (3) and regulation 13 of the EIR relate to the personal data of someone other than the applicant. It is our view that some of the information requested constitutes the personal data of third parties, and disclosure would cause those individuals to become identifiable. 

Regulation 12(3) requires us not to disclose that personal data, except in accordance with regulation 13. Regulation 13 prohibits us from disclosing third party personal data if this would breach the Data Protection Act. In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. Under this principle, and in accordance with guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office, the Authority “must not use such data in ways that have unjustified adverse effects on the individual(s) concerned, and must handle people’s personal data only in ways they would reasonably expect”. It is our opinion that, in this case, disclosure could have a negative effect on third parties, and those parties would not reasonably expect the data to be made publicly available, which would be the case were disclosure to be made.

 
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 
 
Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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