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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 10 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 434
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 



1. DRAFT OFFICER REPORTS, VERSION HISTORY AND AMENDMENTS — 25/01763/FUL

The disclosed material includes references to amendments being made to the Officer’s Report on 23 December 2025 shortly before sign-off, including references to “bits in the report” requiring amendment and a draft containing “a fair bit of red”.

I request:

(i) All draft versions of the Officer’s Report for application 25/01763/FUL created or saved prior to formal sign-off on 23 December 2025.

(ii) Any tracked-change versions, annotated copies, mark-up versions, comparison copies, autosaved versions or recovery versions of the report.

(iii) Any SharePoint, OneDrive, Uniform, IDOX or Microsoft Office version history, metadata, audit history or document property records associated with the Officer’s Report.

(iv) All internal communications dated 22 and 23 December 2025 relating to amendments, revisions, checking, sign-off or approval of the Officer’s Report. 

Following searches of Uniform, IDOX, OneDrive and the case officer’s working files, no draft Officer Reports are held for application 25/01763/FUL. Officer Reports are finalised directly within Uniform and updated iteratively; earlier iterations are overwritten as part of the standard workflow.

No tracked‑change versions, annotated copies, mark‑up versions, comparison copies, autosaved versions or recovery versions are held. One earlier Word version exists and is enclosed. This version was subsequently uploaded into Uniform and amended within the system, but Uniform overwrites previous iterations and does not retain earlier versions

Uniform does not retain historic version histories of Officer Reports once overwritten. No SharePoint, OneDrive or Microsoft Office version history is held for this document other than the attached word document. 

One Microsoft Teams message and one Uniform case note are held and are enclosed (previously provided).



2. INTERNAL CASE DISCUSSION / MANAGEMENT REVIEW

The disclosed material confirms that the application was to be taken to “cases” for a second opinion.

I request:

(i) All records relating to any “cases” discussion, management review, peer review or officer meeting concerning applications 25/01763/FUL or 25/00142/FUL.

(ii) Any agenda entries, action points, handwritten notes, Teams messages, emails, diary entries or calendar invitations relating to those discussions.

(iii) Any communications between the case officer and Team Leaders, managers or senior officers concerning the Green Belt assessment, openness assessment or recommendation.

No written “cases” notes are held. “Cases” discussions may consist of informal verbal queries and do not always generate written records.

Agenda entries, action points, notes, Teams messages, emails or diary entries

No recorded information is held.

Communications with Team Leaders or senior officers regarding Green Belt or openness assessment

No recorded communications are held. Any discussion was verbal.



3. HISTORIC ENGLAND CONSULTATION PROCESS

The disclosed material evidences informal engagement with Historic England prior to formal consultation.

I request:

(i) The full Historic England consultation response relating to application 25/01763/FUL. The requested information is available and accessible online. As the information can already be obtained from a publicly available source, we have provided details below of where it can be accessed rather than supplying a further copy.



(ii) All communications between Wakefield Council officers and Historic England concerning application 25/01763/FUL, including informal communications preceding the formal consultation. Attached

(iii) Any internal communications discussing whether Historic England should be consulted on the resubmitted scheme. Nil 

4. LEAD LOCAL FLOOD AUTHORITY / DRAINAGE ENGAGEMENT

The disclosed material evidences direct engagement between the Lead Local Flood Authority and the applicant/agent concerning amended drainage arrangements during November 2025.

I request:

(i) The complete correspondence chain between the LLFA officer and the applicant, agent or Linfit Group relating to drainage objections or amended drainage proposals for application 25/01763/FUL.

(ii) Any internal communications between drainage officers and planning officers concerning the acceptability of the amended drainage arrangements.

(iii) Any recorded consideration as to whether the amended drainage plans required re-consultation or republication.
Any information held is attached, subject to Exceptions 


5. OBJECTION MODERATION / PORTAL MANAGEMENT

The disclosed material evidences internal discussion regarding publication and moderation of objections and photographs submitted by objectors.

I request:

(i) All internal communications relating to the moderation, removal, suppression, editing or non-publication of objections or photographs relating to applications 25/01763/FUL and 25/00142/FUL.

(ii) Any communications between the Council and the applicant or agent concerning objections, photographs or representations submitted by third parties.

(iii) Any legal advice, guidance or internal policy relied upon when considering removal or suppression of material from the planning portal.

Any information held is attached, subject to Exceptions 


6. “NO INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS” ASSERTIONS

The disclosure response refers to there being “no internal communications” concerning appeal decision APP/X4725/W/25/3365020 and fencing matters including application 24/01084/CPL.

I request:

(i) Confirmation of the searches undertaken in support of that assertion, including the systems searched, date ranges searched and categories of records examined.

(ii) Confirmation as to whether searches included Microsoft Teams messages, Uniform notes, IDOX notes, Outlook mailboxes, shared drives and mobile-device communications.

(iii) If held, any search records, audit records or retrieval logs associated with those searches.

Searches were undertaken across the systems routinely used by officers for case‑related communication and record‑keeping. These searches included:

· Uniform case notes

· Microsoft Teams messages

· Outlook email accounts

No specific date range was applied. Searches were conducted across all available records within each system.

The searches covered all categories of information where internal communications would ordinarily be held. No internal communications were identified where the appeal or certificate application were discussed.

The searches included Microsoft Teams, Uniform notes, and Outlook mailboxes. Mobile devices are used only for telephone calls, Teams, and Outlook, and therefore no additional mobile‑device records exist beyond those already searched. No relevant information was held in IDOX or shared drives.

No search records, audit logs or retrieval logs were created or saved in the course of conducting these searches. Accordingly, no such information is held.


7. SIGN-OFF / DELEGATED AUTHORITY RECORDS

I request:

(i) All records identifying the officer or officers responsible for authorising the grant of planning permission for 25/01763/FUL.

(ii) Any delegation forms, sign-off records, workflow approvals or equivalent authorisation records associated with issue of the decision notice.

Director’s name is on the decision notice which is publicly available 

PDF screen shot of sign off page attached. 


8. “NEWLY APPROVED ENTRANCE”

In correspondence dated March 2026, the Planning Enforcement Team Leader referred to a “newly approved entrance” associated with the site.

I request:

(i) All records identifying the planning permission, approval or authorisation under which this entrance was approved.

(ii) All plans, consultee comments, visibility assessments, highways comments or technical assessments relating to that entrance.

(iii) Any internal communications discussing the planning status or lawfulness of that entrance.

The requested information is available and accessible online. As the information can already be obtained from a publicly available source, we have provided details below of where it can be accessed rather than supplying a further copy.

No internal communications discussing the planning status or lawfulness of that entrance


9. PRE-ACTION PROTOCOL / JUDICIAL REVIEW HANDLING

The disclosed material evidences internal preparation of notes and drafting assistance following receipt of the Pre-Action Protocol letter.

I request:

(i) All internal communications concerning the handling of the Pre-Action Protocol letter and proposed response strategy, excluding any material properly subject to legal professional privilege.

(ii) Any communications between Wakefield Council and Walton & Co or the applicant/agent concerning the judicial review proceedings, excluding privileged material.

Any information held is attached, subject to Exceptions 
Regulation 6(1)(b): Publicly Available
Under Regulation 6(1)(b) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, a public authority is not required to make environmental information available where that information is already publicly available and easily accessible to the applicant in another form or format. This information was removed from information received from the Service area and is publicly available and can be viewed here Planning Portal
Regulation 12(3) & 13: Personal Data 
We have redacted information which would identify, or could reasonably be used to identify, third parties. This information has been withheld under Regulations 12(3) and 13 of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, as it constitutes the personal data of individuals other than the requester. Disclosure would contravene the data protection principles set out in the UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018.

Regulation 12 (3) and regulation 13 of the EIR relate to the personal data of someone other than the applicant. It is our view that some of the information requested constitutes the personal data of third parties, and disclosure would cause those individuals to become identifiable. 

Regulation 12(3) requires us not to disclose that personal data, except in accordance with regulation 13. Regulation 13 prohibits us from disclosing third party personal data if this would breach the Data Protection Act. In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. Under this principle, and in accordance with guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office, the Authority “must not use such data in ways that have unjustified adverse effects on the individual(s) concerned, and must handle people’s personal data only in ways they would reasonably expect”. It is our opinion that, in this case, disclosure could have a negative effect on third parties, and those parties would not reasonably expect the data to be made publicly available, which would be the case were disclosure to be made.

Regulation 12(4)(e): Internal Communications

Some information has been redacted under Regulation 12(4)(e) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, which applies to internal communications.
The withheld information comprises internal exchanges between Council officers containing advice, opinions, observations and deliberations. 
Having considered the public interest in disclosure against the public interest in maintaining the exception, the Council considers that, on balance, the public interest favours maintaining the exception. The withheld information consists of internal communications forming part of officers' deliberations and disclosure would be likely to prejudice the Council's ability to conduct such discussions effectively. The information has therefore been withheld under Regulation 12(4)(e) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

Regulation 12(5)(f): Information Supplied in Confidence

Some of the information requested has been withheld under Regulation 12(5)(f) of the Environmental Information Regulations 200

This information was provided to the Council by a third party who was not under, and could not have been put under, any legal obligation to supply it. Disclosure would adversely affect the interests of the person who provided the information, and they have not consented to its release.

We have considered the public interest in disclosure and recognise the general public interest in transparency and accountability. However, we consider that this is outweighed by the public interest in protecting confidential information and ensuring that third parties remain willing to provide information voluntarily where appropriate.

Having considered the public interest test, we recognise the general public interest in transparency and accountability. However, in this case we consider that the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosure. Disclosure would adversely affect the interests of the individual who provided the information and could discourage the future flow of information to the Council. The information is therefore withheld under Regulation 12(5)(f) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

Any information not falling within the scope of your request has been removed.
We have also removed correspondence that originated from you or constitutes your personal data. Access to your own personal data is provided through the Subject Access Request process rather than through the Environmental Information Regulations. Should you wish to obtain copies of your personal data, you will need to submit a Subject Access Request.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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