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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk:
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




Dear Requester, 
 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information 
REF: EIR 369

I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment. 
 
Please find our response to your request below. This information has been provided by the relevant service area/s.  

Please provide data for the financial year 2024/25. If 2024/25 data is not yet available, please provide the most recent 12-month period for which data is held.

Question 1: Contamination rate
· The contamination rate for household kerbside recycling collections, expressed as a percentage
· The total tonnage of household kerbside recycling that was rejected, disposed of, or diverted from recycling due to contamination
· (If held) The contamination threshold at which a load is rejected (e.g. if contamination exceeds X%, the load is rejected)
· What happens to household kerbside recycling that is rejected due to contamination? E.g. Sent to landfill, incineration/energy from waste, or another disposal route (please state)

Please find attached information taken under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 for the MDR (Mixed Dry Recycling) MRF (Materials Recycling Facility) which shows the level of contamination (Reject Materials) 

Under the contract contamination is materials which are not Paper, Card, Plastic Bottles, Cans and Glass. Where these materials make up more than 10% of a Load but can be removed safely and this can reasonably be accomplished within ten (10) minutes by hand or machine then the Load is to be accepted.  Where this cannot be done then the Load may be rejected.

Material which isn’t suitable for recycling is processed as residual waste in the adjacent treatment facility.


Question 2: Cost of contamination
· The total cost to the council of processing or disposing of contaminated household kerbside recycling for the same period
· (If an exact figure is not available, please provide an estimate and indicate how this was calculated)

The Council’s waste management services are delivered under a 25‑year Private Finance Initiative (PFI) contract, which is operated by Biffa Treatment Services Limited. Under this contractual arrangement, Biffa is responsible for the operational delivery of the waste and recycling service, including the procurement, management and operation of offtake arrangements, including the contamination material from kerbside recycling.

The Council does not hold the information requested as it relates to offtake contracts that are independently negotiated and managed between the PFI contractor and third party companies.


Question 3: Main contaminants (if recorded)
· (If held) Please provide details of the main types of contamination found in household kerbside recycling collections (for example: food waste, nappies, non-recyclable plastics, textiles, garden waste, glass in incorrect streams, etc.)  

Please see information provided for Question 1

Question 4: Processing cost differential
· The cost per tonne to the council for processing or disposing of household kerbside recycling 
· The cost per tonne to the council for processing or disposing of general household waste
· (If exact figures e.g. gate fees are not available, please provide estimates or typical/average costs)

The Project is a PFI contract under which the Council pays a banded gate fee depending on the total tonnages it delivers across all waste streams. The banded gate fee is derived from a Financial Model agreed at the time the contract was signed in 2013 and which was set based on the total costs envisaged to be incurred over the 25 year contract term to build and operate the facilities and is the same irrespective of the waste stream.

Inherent within the contract there are incentives and penalties for both parties depending on (amongst other things) the level of performance by the Contractor, contamination within the input materials delivered by the Council, and the volume of material that is landfilled.


Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the information, where held, which you requested. 
 
Please be advised that the document is being provided in Microsoft Excel Comma Separated Values File (CSV), rather than standard Excel file format, following guidance issued from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) concerning the disclosure of data onto shared platforms. To ensure that data can be shared in as secure a manner as possible, Wakefield Council has decided to use the CSV format for the disclosure of all spreadsheets. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 
 
Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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