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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 15 April 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF:  EIR 23014
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

As the statutory Waste Disposal Authority responsible for the processing and recycling of materials collected at the kerbside by these councils, I am seeking the following information.

1. What happens to the aluminium collected at the kerbside by the waste collection authorities in your area after it is conveyed to you. 
a. Which Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) or facilities sort the aluminium from the recyclable waste stream? Biffa in partnership with Wakefield Council

b. Who operates this MRF? Is it operated by yourselves, a contractor, or a third party? Please name the operator. Biffa (UK Contractor)

c. Once sorted, to which company or organisation is the aluminium sold or transferred for recycling or reprocessing? Please name the company or organisation. As above
 

2. Where is the aluminium recycled

a.     Do you have any contractual requirement or policy directive specifying that aluminium must be recycled in the UK? Currently contracted to stay within the UK

b.    Is your aluminium recycled in the UK, or is it exported for recycling abroad? As above

c.   If exported, to which country or countries is it sent? As above

 

3. What volume of aluminium is collected and what income does it generate

a. How many metric tonnes of aluminium were collected at the kerbside across your area in the most recent financial year for which data is available? The Council collect aluminium cans as part of a mixed recycling comingled stream from the kerbside. They are  disposed of at the Council’s contractor operated Materials Recycling Facility (MRF). In 2024-25 652 tonnes of aluminium cans were sent out from the MRF.
b. How much income did you derive from the sale of this aluminium in that year? See below
c. Does this income subsidise, or make a substantial contribution to, the cost of your waste collection programme and is any of the income redistributed to your collecting councils?

The Council does not receive any income from the sale of aluminium. Under the current contractual arrangements, any income from aluminium is received by the contractor.

4. What contractual arrangements are in place?

a. With who do you have contracts for the sale or transfer of sorted aluminium? 25-year Waste PFI contract – waste processing and disposal only with Biffa UK
b. Do the contracts specify if the aluminium must or priority given to recycling in the UK? Aluminium collected is recycled within the UK. If there were ever a change to this arrangement, our contractor, Biffa UK, would be required to formally notify us.

c. Do the contracts require reporting on the final recycling destination of the aluminium? Yes
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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