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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 26 March 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 22900
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

I am writing to request the disclosure of specific environmental information held by Wakefield Metropolitan District Council regarding the planning permission for Woolley Solar Farm (Ref: 23/02397/FUL).

As this information relates to land use and energy generation, this request is made under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 rather than the Freedom of Information Act. Please note the presumption in favour of disclosure required by Regulation 12(2).

I request the following documents and information:

1. Grid Connection Evidence: All correspondence, emails, and formal "Grid Connection Offer" documents between Boom Developments Limited (or their agents, Aardvark EM) and National Grid/Northern Powergrid. This should include all documents referencing the October 2034 connection date and any discussions regarding earlier connection windows. No information in this regard is held by the Local Planning Authority. The only information received on this issue is already set out in documents available to view on the application website and within the Committee Report, which can also be viewed on the application website.

2. Officer Meeting Notes: All minutes, notes, Teams chat logs, and follow-up emails relating to the meetings held between March 4th and March 7th, 2025, involving Neil Bearcroft, the Conservation Officer, the Urban Designer, and Nick Leaney (Aardvark EM). Attached is an e-mail which the agent provided following the meeting on 7th March 2025. There are no other minutes, notes, team chat logos or e-mails. A formal submission was made after this e-mail and that information can be viewed on the application website.

3. Planning Portal Deletion Audit: The technical audit logs and "automatic setting" configuration records for the Planning Portal that resulted in the deletion of the April 2025 heritage photomontages, as referenced in the Witness Statement of Neil Bearcroft dated 14 October 2025. Technical audit logs for the deletion of the April 2025 heritage photomontages do not exist. A screen shot of the IDOX (back office system) settings are attached, the ‘Photos’ document type used for the Photomontages is outlined in a red box, the yellow circled unticked box highlights that the document type was not shown once the application was decided.

4. Viability Assessments: Any internal or external reports, emails, or data used by Planning Officers to verify the developer’s claim that an 8-year commencement period was "economically necessary" for the scheme's viability. No information in this regard is held by the Local Planning Authority. The only information received on this issue is already set out in documents available to view on the application website and within the Committee Report, which can also be viewed on the application website.

Refusal Notice:  Redactions Applied – Regulation 12(3) and Regulation 13

I would advise you that we have redacted any content which could serve to identify third parties. We believe that such information is exempt in line with Regulations 12(3) and 13 of the EIR.

Regulation 12(3) and Regulation 13 relate to the personal data of individuals other than the applicant. It is our view that some of the information you have requested constitutes personal data belonging to third parties, and disclosure would make those individuals identifiable.

Regulation 12(3) requires us not to disclose that personal data except in accordance with Regulation 13. Regulation 13 prohibits us from disclosing third-party personal data where doing so would breach the Data Protection Act. In this instance, we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully.

In line with guidance from the Information Commissioner’s Office, the Authority “must not use such data in ways that have unjustified adverse effects on the individual(s) concerned, and must handle people’s personal data only in ways they would reasonably expect.”
It is our view that disclosure could have a negative impact on those individuals, and they would not reasonably expect their data to be made publicly available, which would be the effect of disclosure under EIR.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 

[image: image2.png]WOVkJHg_fOV"’OV




[image: image1.png]

[image: image2.png][image: image3.jpg]www.wakefield.gov.uk

v/akefieldcouncil



