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Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
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Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 1006
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

Writing to request the following information relating to the air quality monitoring provision within your local authority area.

As this request concerns air quality monitoring, the information sought is environmental information, and we make this request under the environmental information access regime applying to your authority. To the extent that any element falls outside that definition, we make the request under the corresponding freedom of information legislation.

I. Current monitoring provision
1. Does the authority operate its own air quality monitoring stations or sensors, independent of Defra's national networks? Yes – we have 3 continuous monitoring stations - Park Street (NO2, NOX and PM), Newton Bar (NO2 and NOX) and Castleford (NO2 and NOX). We also currently have 6 Earthsense Zephyrs in the district as part of a West Yorkshire wide project.

2. How many air quality monitoring stations or sensors are currently in operation across the authority's area? See above answer 3.

3. What type of monitoring equipment is used (manufacturer, model, and parameters measured, for example PM2.5, PM10, NO2,

4. or O3)? All three NO2 monitors are manufactured by Thermo Fisher Scientific, all three are model 42i and all measure NO2  and NOX. At Park Street we also have a Palas Fidas 200 measuring PM2.5 AND PM10.

5. Where is each monitoring unit located (addresses or geographic coordinates)? Castleford monitoring station OS grid reference 443360, 425271. Park Street monitoring station OS grid reference 433718, 420371. Newton Bar monitoring station OS grid reference 432735, 421838.

6. Who operates the monitoring system (an in-house team or an external provider)? Ricardo handle the data management and auditing, Acoem service the equipment. Wakefield Council Environmental Health team respond to day to day issues, and change the filters monthly.

7. What system is used to present and publish the monitoring data (web platform, mobile application, or public information display)? Please

8. provide the URL if the data is published online. Air Quality England website - https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/ We also publish the Annual Status Reports (ASR) on the Wakefield Council website - https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-environmental-health/environmental-health/environmental-protection/air-quality 

9.   II. Ownership and contracts
           Is the monitoring equipment owned by the authority? If so, please state: Yes

the date of acquisition, We do not hold information on the specific dates. Approximate dates - Newton Bar was 2007, Castleford 1999 and Park Street 2000.

the cost of acquisition, Information not held. 

who services the equipment and under what agreement (provider name, type of contract, and contract term). Acoem service the equipment on a 12 month service contract.

If the equipment is not owned by the authority, under what arrangement is it used (rental, lease, hire, loan, or other)? Please state: NA
the start date of the current agreement, N/A

the end date of the agreement, N/A
the name of the provider. N/A
III. Costs
What was the total cost of purchasing and commissioning the current monitoring system? No information held.
What is the annual cost of running the system, including servicing, calibration, data transmission, and hosting of the presentation platform? Total £30,164 ex VAT. 

· What budget has been allocated to air quality monitoring for the 2026/27 financial year? Total £46,864.56 
IV. Development plans
Are any modifications to, or expansion of, the current monitoring system planned? If so, please state: No immediate plans. Replacement continuous NO2 monitoring sensors will be needed in the future 
what changes are planned (for example additional sensors, a change of technology, or expansion of the data platform), n/a see above

the intended timescale, N/A
the estimated budget. N/A
If the authority does not currently operate an air quality monitoring system, does it plan to implement one? If so, please state the intended

 timescale and the budget envisaged. N/A
V. External funding
Does the authority plan to apply for any grants or external funding related to air quality monitoring? No

Which funding programmes are being considered or have already been identified (for example Defra's Air Quality Grant, or other national,

 devolved, or regional schemes)? Previously benefitted from Defra air quality grant as part of the West Yorkshire Low Emission Strategy PIIP Project (Public Particulate Information Improvement Project), managed by West Yorkshire Combined Authority.

Has the authority previously drawn on external funding for this purpose? If so, from which sources and in what amounts? As part of the Defra funded West Yorkshire Low Emission Strategy PIIP Project (Public Particulate Information Improvement Project). 6 Zephyrs were funded in each of the West Yorkshire districts and a public facing online platform displaying the information. The project was managed by West Yorkshire Combined Authority. Financial information not held by Wakefield Council.

VI. Collaboration and data integration
Does the authority collaborate on air quality monitoring with any other organisations (for example universities, non-governmental organisations,

 Defra, or neighbouring authorities)? Neighbouring authorities. Part of the West Yorkshire Low Emission Strategy group with regular meetings. (Leeds, Bradford, Kirklees and Calderdale also).

Is the data from the authority's monitoring system integrated with any publicly accessible air quality platforms (for example UK-AIR)? Air Quality England website - https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/
Does the authority use air quality monitoring data to inform operational decisions (for example issuing air quality alerts, managing traffic,

 or Local Air Quality Management action planning under Part IV of the Environment Act 1995)? Use it to inform LAQM action planning.

Does the authority use air quality monitoring data to inform or educate residents? Information on local air quality (ASR) is available on our website for residents to view https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-environmental-health/environmental-health/environmental-protection/air-quality 
VII. Air quality in planning and environmental permitting
When determining major development proposals (for example large construction, infrastructure, industrial, or minerals and waste schemes),

 does the authority require air quality or dust assessment, and does it attach conditions requiring air quality monitoring, dust management, or a Construction Environmental Management Plan during the works? Air quality assessment encouraged. Sometimes conditions attached regarding dust management. 
For industrial installations that the authority regulates through environmental permitting, does it set air emission limits or air quality

 monitoring requirements as permit conditions? Yes in line with the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016.

Where such conditions or permit requirements are imposed, is the operator required to carry out the monitoring, and is the resulting data  reported to the authority or made publicly available? Operator is required to carry out the monitoring and report it to the authority within 8 weeks of testing.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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