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Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 584

I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

1. Household recycling contamination rates 
Please provide the average contamination rate of household recycling collections, expressed as a percentage by weight, for each of the following financial years: 
· 2022/23 - 22.24%
· 2023/24 - 20.80%
· 2024/25 (or the latest available figure if the year is not yet complete) - 20.18%

Household recycling is delivered to a Mixed Dry Recycling Materials Recycling Facility, and the above figures are the annual contamination rate. 





2. Tonnage rejected due to contamination 
Please provide the estimated tonnage of household recycling rejected or sent to residual waste disposal due to contamination in each of the following financial years: 
· 2022/23 - 6,799 tonnes
· 2023/24 - 6,291 tonnes
· 2024/25 (or the latest available figure if the year is not yet complete) - 6,009 tonnes

Rejected material is sent to a Residual Waste Treatment Facility which extracts any remaining cans and plastic bottles before being sent to an energy from waste plant.

3. Recycling enforcement capacity 
a. Does your authority employ officers or teams with responsibility for checking household waste and recycling bins for misuse or contamination?

Wakefield Council does not employ officers or teams with the responsibility for checking household waste and recycling bins for misuse or contamination.
 
b. If yes, please provide: 

· The number of full-time equivalent (FTE) staff dedicated to this function, for each financial year from 2022/23 to 2024/25 

Not applicable.
 
· The total budget allocated to recycling enforcement activity for each of those years 

Not applicable.
 
4. Civil penalties for incorrect recycling  
Please provide the number of fixed penalty notices or civil enforcement fines issued to householders for incorrect recycling or waste separation, and the total amount of monies generated from those fines, for each of the following financial years: 

· 2016/17 - 3
· 2017/18 - 8
· 2018/19 - 0
· 2019/20 - 0
· 2020/21 - 0
· 2021/22 - 2
· 2022/23 - 6
· 2023/24 - 0
· 2024/25 (or the latest available estimate if final data has not yet been published) - 2
 
Wakefield Council do not issue penalties for incorrect recycling. We do however, issues notices for Section 46 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, misuse of household waste receptacles. Which are what the figures in question 4 relate to. 

Each fine is £60 (£40 if paid within 15 days) this is a civil offence.
 
Please Note: We are not always made aware of contaminated waste receptacles.

5. Simpler Recycling legislation compliance
a. Is your authority currently operating in compliance with the Simpler Recycling regulations (as introduced under the Environment Act 2021)? -  Yes
 
b. If not yet compliant, what is your authority's planned implementation date? – N/A
 
c. If your authority intends to apply for a deferral or has already done so, please confirm the reason and the current status off that application. – N/A
 

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW
Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk



Yours Sincerely,

Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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