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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 8 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information 
REF: EIR 904
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations
Please find the response to your request below. 
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 relating to Lady Balk Field, Monkhill, Pontefract (or, if your systems require, within a 500-metre radius of the field).

Please provide the following information for the period 1 January 2021 to the date this request is processed.

1. The number of reported unauthorised encampments at Lady Balk Field. One (1)
2. The start and end date of each encampment. 2nd August 2026 and we believe they were moved off by the Police on Tuesday 4th August 2026
3. The number of calls for service (999 and 101 where applicable) relating to each encampment. We do not hold the information requested
4. The number of recorded incidents of anti-social behaviour linked to the field during each encampment.

5. The number of recorded offences during each encampment, broken down by offence type (for example: criminal damage, theft, vehicle crime, assault, public order, drugs, fly-tipping and arson).

6. The number of arrests made in connection with incidents at or directly relating to the encampments. We do not hold the information requested
7. Any costs incurred by the authority in relation to:


· clean-up and waste removal;

· repairs to fences, gates or other infrastructure;
Any cost incurred would not be broken down to the format you requested. These would fall in with the wider allocated budget for Street Scene

· security measures;
· legal proceedings;

· eviction or enforcement action.
There were no costs regarding legal proceeding or eviction/enforcement action.

8. Copies of any risk assessments, operational policies or decision logs relating to the management of the encampments, where disclosure is appropriate. We do not hold the information requested
9. The dates on which enforcement or eviction action was initiated and the legal powers used. A Notice to Quit was served on all caravans on 3rd August and a file was forwarded to legal, however the Travellers were moved on by the Police prior to this matter being referred to Court.

10. Any correspondence or reports summarising the impact of the encampments on the use of Lady Balk Field by sports clubs, community groups or the public. See attached
Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the information, where held, which you requested. 

Please be advised that the document is being provided in Microsoft Excel Comma Separated Values File (CSV), rather than standard Excel file format, following guidance issued from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) concerning the disclosure of data onto shared platforms. To ensure that data can be shared in as secure a manner as possible, Wakefield Council has decided to use the CSV format for the disclosure of all spreadsheets. 

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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