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Management Plan for
Thornes, Clarence and Holmfield Parks
2015-2020

Vision
To create an appealing visitor destination with opportunities to explore
enhanced heritage features, enjoy healthy recreational activities and attend
popular events – all set in an attractive and historic landscaped setting with
spectacular framed vistas and views of the City of Wakefield.

Summary
This is the management plan for the three historic parks of Thornes, Clarence
and Holmfield. Each has a unique character and provides different facilities
and benefits for the local community. The importance of all three parks as
historic parks and gardens has been recognised by their listing as an historic
landscape by Historic England (then English Heritage).
This plan has been prepared by Wakefield Council in partnership with the
Friends of Clarence, Holmfield and Thornes Parks, and Groundwork
Wakefield. The three parks are integrated into a single destination site known
locally as Thornes Park or Wakefield Park - but will be called “the park”
throughout the plan.
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The plan is structured to consider issues and opportunities at both a strategic
and local level. The proposed strategic objectives and action plan are
structured to correspond to categories used for the Green Flag Award – which
is an accreditation recognising excellence in recreational greenspace.
The plan will be further guided and informed by the preparation of the
following supplementary documents during the period of the plan:


A heritage regeneration plan will be prepared and implemented to
guide the conservation, interpretation and management of the remains
of the castle on Lowe Hill and other heritage landforms and features



A landscape management plan will be prepared and implemented to
protect existing views and identify potential views to be restored or
created



A tree management plan will be prepared and implemented in order to
deliver the landscape management plan and guide future tree planting



A facilities plan will be prepared and implemented to improve the visitor
experience by addressing refreshment and catering facilities, public
conveniences, car parking and the main events area



A recreation plan will be prepared and implemented to develop
recreation and play opportunities in the park



An infrastructure plan will be prepared and implemented to improve the
appearance of the park by updating or repairing features and
infrastructure such as entrances, boundaries, pathways and drainage
systems
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Strategic Objectives
The following strategic objectives relate to corresponding sections in the
action plan:

1. A Welcoming Park

2. Healthy, Safe and Secure



Improve appeal to all age groups



Make the park feel safer



Improve visitor access



Improve responsibility for dogs



Improve recreation and play



Improve landscapes and views



Improve park infrastructure

3. Well Maintained and Clean


Review maintenance in the park

5. Conservation and Heritage


Make the park more interesting and

4. Sustainability


Improve tree management



Improve drainage in the park

6. Community Involvement


educational


Protect, enhance and interpret

community to be involved


heritage in the park


Provide opportunities for the
Develop and implement a plan for
training activities in the park

Enhance biodiversity in the park

7. Marketing

8. Management



Develop the identity of the park



Secure financial resources



Improve promotion of the park



Review assets in the park



Improve signage and interpretation



Deliver plan in partnership with
other organisations
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1. Background
1.1 The Management Plan
This is a five year enhancement plan for this city centre park (as shown in
Figure 1) and comprises the historic parks of Thornes, Clarence and Holmfield
(as shown in Figure 2).
The plan will guide the regeneration of the park which will be coordinated by a
management group and implemented through an action plan which will be
reviewed and updated annually.
The plan has been set out with consideration for potential submission for a
Green Flag Award. The plan will also contribute towards the preparation of
grant funding applications and provide evidence for securing developer
contributions for investment in the park.

Figure 1: Location of the Park
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Figure 2: Boundaries of the Three Historic Parks
Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. ©
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil
proceedings. Licence Number: LA 100019574

1.2 Policy Context
1.2.1 National Policy
National policy is driven by the Natural Environment White Paper (2011)
which is a broad reaching plan to place greater importance and value on the
environment and understand and appreciate its full economic value.
The present strategic context is well illustrated by recent reports
commissioned by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) which investigate options
to sustainably manage, finance and maintain parks in the context of falling
revenue budgets.
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1.2.2 The District Outcomes Framework
Enhancement of the park would impact widely and positively upon the local
environment, residents and visitors, and the regeneration and economic
development of the city centre.
The priorities for Wakefield Council in 2014/15 are provided by the District
Outcomes Framework which provides four Strategic Themes. The delivery of
the plan potentially contributes to meeting these Strategic Themes as shown
in Table 1.
Strategic Theme

Delivered by the Plan

Caring for our people




Improving health and wellbeing
Improving safety and security

Caring for our places




Implementing regeneration projects
Improving infrastructure for growth

Ambitious for our young




Providing aspirational environments
Providing opportunities for learning and
development
Developing a vibrant voluntary sector
Increasing resident satisfaction with the district

people
Modern public services




Table 1: Strategic Themes Potentially Delivered by the Plan

1.2.3 Greenspace Policy
The Natural Environment White Paper is delivered locally through the Local
Biodiversity Action Plan (2014), the Planning System and the draft
Greenspace Policy which is the main driver for the preparation of
management plans.
The draft Greenspace Policy aims to improve the greenspace network
primarily for health and wellbeing whilst minimising or reducing costs. The
Policy recognises the importance of a well-planned and sustainably financed
greenspace network.

8|Page

T h o r n e s, C la r e n c e & H o l m f i e l d P a r k s
ManagementPlan2015-2020

1.2.4 Planning Policy
Wakefield

Council‟s

Local

Plan

(previously

the

Local

Development

Framework) designates the park (excluding the grounds of The Holmfield) as
an historic park/garden/landscape/battle site in Policy HL6. Lowe Hill is
designated as an Archaeological Site Class 1.
Relevant

Development

Policies

within

the

Local Plan

include

D17

(Development Affecting Archaeological Sites) and D18 (Development
Affecting Historic Locations).
The Leisure, Recreation and Open Space Local Plan (LROS) contains Policy
L1 for Open Space of relevance to the park and designates a Strategic
Leisure Corridor passing through the park.
The park is designated as part of the Wildlife Habitat Network. There are no
allocations within the boundary of the park.

1.3 Value of the Park
The park is approximately 60ha in size, and is situated in a valuable location
near the city centre where there is little other publicly accessible greenspace.
Many people use the park for relaxation, contemplation and exercise which
has the potential to impact positively on health and wellbeing. Others visit
because there are many things to see and do. The appeal of the park is that it
offers both an attractive designed landscape and a broad range of informal
activities.
A continuous sealed pathway which follows the boundary of the park whilst
remaining in the park was completed by summer 2015. It is 2m wide and
designed for walking, jogging, low speed cycling and use by disability bicycles
- which are available for hire from the Athletics Stadium.

9|Page

T h o r n e s, C la r e n c e & H o l m f i e l d P a r k s
ManagementPlan2015-2020

The park environment provides a “green lung” for the city centre reducing air
pollution and noise and providing an opportunity for visitors to have contact
with nature. The park forms part of the West Yorkshire Forest and has been
certified by the Forest Stewardship Council for responsible tree management
practices.
The park offers free access to a large area of green open space and an oasis
of peace and tranquillity to the large number of residents who live within
walking distance of the park, but who have little or no garden space, and to
others from further afield.
The park is situated in the ward of Wakefield West in which 40.2% of the
population live in neighbourhoods which are in the 10% most deprived in the
country (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010).
The neighbourhood of Lupset is the largest social housing estate in the
Wakefield Metropolitan area. New Brighton, Westgate Common and Clayton
Hill to the north of the park are home to many minority ethnic residents. Local
communities use the park on a daily basis, providing a valuable place for
social cohesion within the city.
One of the park‟s main assets is the central mound of Lowe Hill which once
acted as a viewpoint for outstanding views of Wakefield City and the
surrounding area but has now become overgrown. Figure 3 is the view from
the lower slopes of Lowe Hill.
The archaeological remains of a medieval motte and bailey castle can be
found on the crest of Lowe Hill and have been designated by Historic England
as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. This affords the feature a high level of
protection and a requirement to obtain permission from Historic England for
any activity with the potential to impact upon the remains. Additional survey
work has been prioritised by the West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory
Service (WYAAS) to further investigate this area.
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Figure 3: View from Lower Slopes of Lowe Hill
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The HLF will fund some of the archaeological investigation which will involve
school children and volunteers under the guidance of WYAAS. This will
provide great educational value which will be carried through to eventual
interpretation of the site and its history.
The park and the former nursery have been listed by Historic England as a
Grade II Registered Park and Garden as a good example of an urban
municipal park from the late 19th and early 20th century - the landscape is
designed by John Carr and remains virtually intact.
This registration is a „material consideration‟ in the planning process, meaning
that planning authorities must consider the impact of any proposed
development on the landscape‟s special character. Any planning applications
potentially affecting a site or landscape on the register require consultation
with the Historic Garden Society and Historic England.

1.3.1 Volunteer and Community Groups
The park has benefitted greatly from the generosity of members of volunteer
and community groups who have contributed much to the development of the
park through a wide range of projects.
Volunteer and community groups active in the park include the Friends of
Clarence, Holmfield and Thornes Parks - CHaT (who provide community
support), the Tree Wardens (who restored the benches), the Wakefield Music
Collective (who support the bandstand), Wakefield Model Engineers (who run
the miniature steam railway), The Paxton Society, Wakefield Anglers,
Wakefield Caged Birds Society, together with football and sports clubs
including the Wakefield Harriers, Wakefield Bowling Club and the BJD
Bowling Club.

Strategic Objective: Management (p.44)


Deliver the plan in partnership with other organisations
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Groundwork Wakefield, based in the former nursery in Thornes Park, together
with the Friends Group, The Tree Wardens, Wakefield Council‟s Family
Services and Street Scene Services are all involved in arranging and
coordinating training and volunteering opportunities throughout the park.

Strategic Objective: Community Involvement (p.42)


Provide opportunities for the community to be involved



Develop and implement a plan for training activities in the park

2. Discussion
2.1 Getting to the Park
The park is situated close to Wakefield City Centre, within the WF2 8QZ
postcode and adjacent to large, densely populated residential areas. The park
is well served by public bus routes and Westgate Railway Station is close by.
However, pedestrians and cyclists travelling from most directions need to
cross busy roads, and linkages to the park, including the popular gateways
are not appealing.
All pedestrian and vehicular access points to the park are shown in Figure 4
which is a photograph of an information board installed in the park.
In addition to the three car parks, park users, by agreement are permitted to
use the Wakefield College car park during the evening and at weekends, the
times when other car parking space can be at a premium.
Signage to the park is generally poor. This is a particular problem given the
large numbers of people driving to events in the park for the first time.
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Figure 4: Information Board Showing Layout of the Park
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The main entrance to the park on Horbury Road should be upgraded to reflect
its status as the primary access point to the park and signs should be installed
to direct visitors to this entrance from major routes into Wakefield City.
For clarity, only the name “Thornes Park” should be used on any signage to
the park and at entrances – use of other names may confuse new visitors.

Strategic Objective: Marketing (p.43)


Improve promotion of the park



Improve signage and interpretation

2.2 Ownership and Management
The local authority owns the whole park - except for the Wakefield College
Campus and car park which belong to Wakefield College.
The local authority manage and maintain all areas of the park - except for the
Wakefield College Campus and car park, the stadium, the former nursery, the
miniature railway, Stork Lodge and The Holmfield.
There are no public highways within the park. Internal roads are regularly
opened and closed at certain times to cater for events and to prevent
vehicular access to the park at night.

2.3 Maintenance of the Park
The local authority‟s grounds maintenance teams maintain and cleanse the
formal and informal grassed areas, Pay & Play areas, sports pitches, flower
beds, bushes, shrubs, borders and hedges in line with quality specifications.
The local authority‟s waste service teams empty the litter bins on a
programmed basis.

Strategic Objective: Well Maintained and Clean (p.41)


Review maintenance in the park
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The local authority‟s play area maintenance team visits the equipped play
area and skateboard park every working day to inspect equipment and
cleanse these facilities.
The local authority‟s arboriculture team is responsible for the maintenance
and safety of all trees in the park. Every tree is plotted on GIS and inspected
on a frequency of between 1 and 5 years depending on the risk of harm
posed to persons or property.
The local authority‟s estates team maintains buildings in the park including
pavilions, ticket office, Bandstand, changing rooms, conservatory and
tenanted properties and ensure compliance with Health and Safety Law. The
team also manages the Pay & Play facilities and sports pitch bookings.

2.4 Issues with the Park
This is the first management plan to be prepared for the park. The absence of
such is evident in the present day layout and condition of the park and the
management of the landscape.

Strategic Objective: Marketing (p.43)


Develop the identity of the park

Pedestrian and cycle linkages to Wakefield City Centre are poor and not
particularly appealing - neither are linkages to other destinations. Most visitors
who walk to the park live very close by. Many visitors drive to the park and
take advantage of the free car parking.

Strategic Objective: A Welcoming Park (p.38)


Improve visitor access

There are three peripheral car parks, which are often full at busy times. There
is additional parking at Wakefield College, The Holmfield and an overflow car
park at the stadium – but it is unclear when or whether the public are welcome
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to use these. Consequently, it is difficult to ascertain if there is adequate car
parking available for visitors. Opening times for car parks are not displayed.
The Wakefield College car park provides valuable capacity and should be
retained for park users if at all possible following the potential sale of the
Wakefield College site.
As with any designed landscape, tree management is critical to prevent newly
seeded or planted trees restricting views as they grow into maturity. The lack
of tree management or a plan for such has resulted in the loss or the potential
loss of premium viewpoints throughout the park particularly from the top of
Lowe Hill.

Strategic Objective: Sustainability (p.41)


Improve tree management

Throughout the park, overgrown and unkempt trees, shrubs and bushes make
areas feel enclosed, losing lines of sight and cutting out daylight. From a
safety perspective, these provide places for concealment and at best make
more vulnerable visitors feel less safe.
There are no dog restricted areas throughout the park apart from the
equipped play area but this restriction is frequently ignored.

Strategic Objective: Healthy, Safe and Secure (p.40)


Make the park feel safer



Improve responsibility for dogs

The appearance of the park from the outside is mostly poor with most
entrances and boundaries in need of refurbishment. The boundary on Denby
Dale Road is cluttered with inappropriately designed street furniture and the
car park looks unappealing.
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Strategic Objective: A Welcoming Park (p. 38)


Improve park infrastructure

Catering is provided at The Holmfield, Stork Lodge and by mobile refreshment
vans. Public conveniences are available at the stadium and the Pay & Play
ticket office. But neither catering nor conveniences are seen to be
satisfactorily provided nor promoted in the park.

Strategic Objective: A Welcoming Park (p.38)


Improve appeal to all age groups

Inadequate land drainage in the park has resulted in several areas that
frequently become water-logged, and run off from the park affects surrounding
roads. Wakefield Council has identified four priority areas where highways are
significantly affected by run off from the park.
Thornes Lake is also in poor condition, its water storage capacity should be
increased and water quality should be improved for the benefit of aquatic life.
A drainage plan should be one of the first plans to be completed to prevent
land being allocated for other purposes.

Strategic Objective: Sustainability (p.41)


Improve drainage in the park

The future of Wakefield College Campus is unresolved and whilst Wakefield
Council considers alternative use of this space compatible with the needs and
demands of park users, current deliberations should not unduly delay
adoption or implementation of the management plan.

2.5 Thornes Park
Thornes Park is the largest of the three parks and the original site of Thornes
House which was built in a commanding position within 100 acres of grounds.
The house was designed by John Carr for local cloth merchant James Milnes

18 | P a g e

T h o r n e s, C la r e n c e & H o l m f i e l d P a r k s
ManagementPlan2015-2020

and was completed in 1781. At the time, it was described as one of the
completest town houses in the country with the greatest variety of flowering
shrubs perhaps ever collected in one place.
Acquired by the Wakefield Corporation in 1920, the house was used as a
grammar school from 1924 until it was burnt down under unusual
circumstances in 1951. Wakefield College Campus was built on the site, yet
evidence of its former grandeur still remains in the park in features like the
walled kitchen gardens, the lake and the remaining lodge house now run as
Stork Lodge Café.
The entrance to Thornes Park on Horbury Road is the main entrance to the
park and the walls of this feature are registered as Grade II Listed.

Figure 5: Bench in Thornes Park Refurbished by Tree Wardens
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2.5.1 The Rose Garden and Secret Garden
The walled rose garden was originally built as a kitchen garden for Thornes
House. Today, the rose garden is a tranquil area housing flower beds, an
ornamental fountain and glasshouse.
The rose garden also contains a large number of memorial benches and as
such no new ones are being allocated until numbers have reduced to a
reasonable level. Indeed, there is currently no availability throughout the
whole park for any memorial features including benches, rose bushes, trees
or bird boxes and no waiting lists exist due to potentially long waiting times.
The glasshouse contains a valuable collection of exotic plants from desert
climates

and

temperate

and

tropical

rainforests.

When

its

current

refurbishment is completed, steps will be taken to increase circulation into the
rose garden area. The rose garden is connected to the main park through a
narrow walkway.
The Secret Garden has recently been restored by the Friends Group and
provides a space for quiet contemplation. This is a controlled environment
within the park and ideally suited for volunteering and training activities.
The Secret Garden is found uphill and past the Victorian pet cemetery and
houses an interesting collection of local historic artefacts including columns
from the old Market Cross, a pinnacle believed to be from Wakefield
Cathedral and the original frieze from the fifteenth century frontage of Chantry
Chapel (as shown in Figures 6 and 7). Consideration will be given to installing
coverage to protect the stonework frieze from erosion.
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Figure 6: Historic Artefacts in the Secret Garden

Figure 7: Chantry Chapel Frontage Reassembled and Interpreted
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2.5.2 Thornes Lake and Aviary
Thornes Lake is a valuable landscape feature designed in a naturalistic style
which is very popular as a lakeside walk. But due to a build-up of sludge over
many years the lake no longer provides significant water storage capacity.
The lake is also popular for feeding the ducks, indeed the number of wildfowl
particularly Canada geese has increased to such a level that the amount of
droppings has become a significant problem.

Strategic Objective: Conservation and Heritage (p.41)


Enhance biodiversity in the park

The aviary, which is adjacent to the lake, was rebuilt in 2010 and is stocked
with an interesting collection of canaries, finches and other exotic birds,
information about which is provided on an interpretation board.

2.5.3 The Athletics Stadium & Children‟s Play Area
This is the busiest and liveliest part of the park and houses a range of
activities. The athletics stadium and leisure centre complex is managed by
Wakefield Council‟s Sport and Active Lifestyles and dominates this area of the
park. The complex welcomes the public to use the fitness facilities but does
not provide facilities such as refreshments for general park users - but there
are public toilets on the outside of the building near the entrance.
The equipped play area, skateboard park and miniature railway are all popular
attractions. A master plan for this area could help pull together these well
used features into a more integrated and appealing attraction.
Four nearby football pitches and changing rooms are booked out by the
season to local teams. The sports pitches next to the Wakefield College
campus are used by the Cathedral School. Sports provision in the area may
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be influenced by the forthcoming Strategic Leisure Review and Playing Pitch
Plan.

Strategic Objective: A Welcoming Park (p.38)


Improve recreation and play

2.5.4 Pay & Play
On the opposite side of the park can be found the pay-to-use sports facilities,
which are open in the summer and run from a nearby ticket office, sometimes
known as Thornes Park Pavilion. The Pay & Play facilities comprise:


An 18 hole pitch and putt golf course



A junior golf putting green



Six hard surfaced tennis courts



Two crown bowling greens

2.6 Clarence Park
Clarence Park is the oldest of the three parks and still retains its formal
Victorian layout and charm. Major features are the pedestrian promenade
between the twin shelters parallel to Denby Dale Road (as shown in Figure 8)
and the Chestnut Walk, a former carriage route through the park.

Figure 8: One of the Twin Shelters in Clarence Park
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Clarence Park was officially opened by the Duke of Clarence (Queen
Victoria‟s son, and once an unlikely suspect as Jack the Ripper) by the
planting of a chestnut tree in 1893. This is now one of 108 chestnut trees
which line the pedestrian route through Clarence Park and form the famous
canopy over the Chestnut Walk.
Clarence Park also contains the Bandstand (shown on the front cover), events
arena and amphitheatre and is characterised as an area for outdoor
entertainment and events. In recent years, a popular event has been the
Clarence Music Festival, a summer weekend of entertainment organised by
the Wakefield Music Collective in and around the Bandstand.
Clarence Park has a common architectural vernacular (based on local skills
and materials) as seen on the Bandstand, twin shelters and the lodge building
located at the junction of Park Avenue and Lawefield Lane. This common
design has not been compromised, as in other parks, by later developments
and should be preserved.
Victorian features in Clarence Park include Major Barker‟s Drinking Fountain
(a Grade II Listed Building), the Horse Trough, originally located at the
junction of Ings Road and Westgate, and, until 1985, the Queen Victoria
Statue which was moved back to the Bull Ring where it was first erected in
1905, and then subsequently relocated to the Civic Quarter of the City in
2009.
A major heritage feature in Clarence Park is the now overgrown earthworks of
the castle on Lowe Hill, built in the 12th century, and designated by Historic
England as a Scheduled Ancient Monument and the possibly older ridge and
furrow landforms on the lower slopes leading into Thornes Park.

Strategic Objective: Conservation and Heritage (p.41)


Make the park more interesting and educational



Protect, enhance and interpret heritage in the park
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Figure 9: Historic Drinking Fountain and Horse Trough
Excavations in 1953 indicated that the ruin was probably an adulterine castle
(built without royal approval) and abandoned unfinished prior to its destruction
possibly in the Great Gale of 1330. To date, survey work has proved
inconclusive and the history is currently being further investigated by WYAAS.
Their report will form the basis of the heritage regeneration plan.
In Victorian times, there was a small circular bandstand and viewing platform
on Lowe Hill as shown in Figure 10 from which it was possible to see twentyfour church spires on a clear day. In recent years, the hill has become a
seldom visited area with access and views lost to undergrowth and trees.

Strategic Objective: A Welcoming Park (p.38)


Improve landscapes and views
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Figure 10: Clarence Park Viewing Platform (looking east) c.1900. Benches
shown in photograph have been relocated and refurbished (see Figure 5).

2.7 Holmfield Park
Holmfield Park is the smallest of the three parks but occupies a critical
gateway position - as traffic entering the city gets a full view of the park before
swinging right along Denby Dale Road as shown in Figure 12. Metal barriers
of inappropriate design are clearly visible and continue intermittently along
both sides of Denby Dale Road.

Figure 11: The Holmfield was originally Holmfield House
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Holmfield House was built in 1833 by Thomas Foljambe as a gentleman‟s
residence, but is now a hotel run by Greene King Brewery and is a popular
venue for dining and drinking (as shown in Figure 11). The Holmfield, as it is
now called is however surrounded by trees and cannot easily be seen, giving
the impression that it is separate from the park. The hotel is almost entirely
hidden from sight in the gateway view shown in Figure 12.
Holmfield Park contains the land between Holmfield House and Denby Dale
Road, bounded to the north by the access road to Holmfield House and to the
south by the Pitch and Putt Golf Course. This is a quiet area often used for
picnics and informal recreation.

Figure 12: Gateway View of Holmfield Park
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3. Finances
Capital improvement projects will require authorisation by Wakefield Council
using existing procedures and will be substantially funded by grant awards.
This plan will be used as evidence to secure developer contributions such as
Section 106 agreements and the Community Infrastructure Levy (after 2016)
taking into account recent restrictions on applicability. Both funds are eligible
to contribute towards capital and revenue funding.
Due to the current restrictions on the local authority‟s revenue budget it is
necessary to explore alternative business models and innovative funding
solutions to secure much needed funding for revenue and infrastructure.
A number of leases and licences are in operation in the park and provide a
regular income to the authority (see Appendix II).
This management plan will form the basis of an application for an HLF Parks
for People grant funding award should Wakefield Council decide to apply. This
would provide substantial investment for the park but would have resource
implications for preparing the application, delivering projects and maintaining
the new assets.

Strategic Objective: Management (p.44)


Secure Financial Resources



Review assets in the park
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4. Consultation and Contact
4.1 Consultation for the Management Plan
The management plan and action plan have gone through a comprehensive
and extensive programme of internal and external stakeholder consultation
which is summarised in Appendix I.

4.2 Contacting Wakefield Council
In the first instance, enquiries may be resolved by searching the Wakefield
Council website which provides information about the park and local authority
services. A range of standard electronic forms are provided to report
problems. If the website cannot be accessed or does not provide resolution,
then Customer Services can be contacted by telephone, email or letter.

4.3 Wakefield Council Disclaimer
There are no identified resources within Wakefield Council allocated to deliver
or implement these plans, or provide additional maintenance for new or
improved assets. Nor is there any obligation on Wakefield Council to authorise
any projects recommended in this plan or to deliver or implement any of the
recommendations.
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Appendices
Appendix I - Consultation Process
1. Questionnaires distributed and completed by users of the park
2. Initial comments gathered by email from internal and external
stakeholders
3. A series of themed meetings held on topics which included sports
facilities, rights of way, archaeology, enforcement, tree management
and grounds maintenance.
4. Draft management plan and master plan developed by Working Group
consisting of Wakefield Council, the Friends Group and Groundwork.
5. Agreement of draft management plan by Working Group
6. Approval of draft management plan by the Portfolio Holder and Ward
Members
7. Working Group agrees draft management plan approval process
8. Communications Team informed of draft plan approval process
9. Draft plan emailed to internal and external stakeholders for comments
10. Draft plan uploaded onto local authority website for public comment for
21 days and promoted on front page of website
11. Draft plan available in the reception of the Athletics Stadium for
comment
12. All returns considered by the Working Group and the draft
management plan updated
13. An updated copy of the management plan plus responses to all
comments sent to all contributors and stakeholders
14. A Briefing Note to approve adoption of the management plan submitted
after 21 days for legal challenge

30 | P a g e

T h o r n e s, C la r e n c e & H o l m f i e l d P a r k s
ManagementPlan2015-2020

Appendix II
Leases and Licences

(i) Leases
Leased Asset

Length

Start Date

End Date

The Holmfield

125 years 15.08.1994 15.08.2119

Stork Lodge Cafe

21 years

Former Nursery

Under negotiation

Leased to

10.08.2002 10.08.2023

Athletics Stadium

Sports & Active Lifestyles

Bowling Green 1

Wakefield Bowling Club

Bowling Green 2

BJD Bowling Club

(ii) Licences
Licence

Licencee

The Bandstand

The Music Collective

Notes

Mobile Refreshments
Miniature Railway

Wakefield

Model

Engineers
Bouncy Castle Provision
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Appendix III –
Grade II Listing by Historic England
THORNES PARK
List Entry Summary
This garden or other land is registered under the Historic Buildings and
Ancient Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and
Gardens by English Heritage for its special historic interest.
Name: THORNES PARK
List entry Number: 1403469

Location
THORNES PARK, Denby Dale Road, Wakefield, West Yorkshire
The garden or other land may lie within the boundary of more than one
authority.
County:
District: Wakefield
District Type: Metropolitan Authority
Parish: Non Civil Parish
National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.
Grade: II
Date first registered: 29-Sep-2011
Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Asset Groupings
This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the official record but are added later for information.

List entry Description
Summary of Garden
Thornes Park is a public park consisting of three historically distinct areas of
landscaping, the earliest dating from the later C18. The public park was
opened in 1891, with additions in 1919 and 1924.

Reasons for Designation
Thornes Park, Wakefield, is designated at Grade II for the following princip al
reasons: * Survival: It is a good example of an urban municipal park of the late
C19 and early C20 where the layout survives almost intact * Historic Interest: it
has added interest in the incorporation of a late C18 landscape possibly
designed by John Carr, as well as a scheduled medieval motte and bailey
castle earthwork

History
Thornes Park: James Milnes, a Wakefield cloth merchant, bought land at
Thornes in 1778 and in the subsequent year work began on Thornes House.
The house was designed by John Carr and built in 1779-81, and stood on a
ridge with views to north and south. It seems probable that emparkment took
place alongside the construction of the house, encompassing the area
subsequently known as Thornes Park and covering over 100 acres. The a reas
to the east, which would later form the core of the current park area, were then
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farmland.
The Thornes House estate included a stable block, a lake with island,
constructed and fed from the Gill Syke Beck, home farm, hothouse, entrance
lodges and tree planting to provide vistas. According to information supplied
with the application, it was described in the 1790s as "backed by a pretty
declining lawn, bordering on each side with the greatest variety of flowering
shrubs perhaps ever collected in one spot. A fine view extends into the country
from a bow window, executed in the modern taste by Mr Carr of York; and the
greenhouses and other buildings combine to make this one of the completest
town-houses in this county". In 1920 the Wakefield Corporation acquired the
entire Thornes estate, with 92 acres added to the public park in 1924, and the
house itself with 20 acres becoming a grammar school.
Clarence Park: The area of Clarence Park remained in agricultural use until
1890. In that year, the owner of the Thornes estate, C.G. Milnes Gaskell,
offered land including Lowe Hill, site of a motte and bailey castle, to form a
public park. Initially in the hands of trustees, the project was formally
inaugurated by the Duke of Clarence in 1891 and the park opened in 1893.
The designer is unknown, but the Duke of Clarence is said to have planted the
first tree, a white chestnut. Early landscaping included the erection of a
bandstand on Lowe Hill and the creation of a duckpond in the moat. A formal
walkway lined with 108 chestnut trees, Chestnut Walk, was laid out across the
park, echoing a similar path through the Thornes estate, and lodges were built
at opposing ends with formal iron gates at the southern end. A fountain (listed
Grade II) dedicated to Joseph Barker was erected in Clarence Park near the
entrance to Holmfield.
Holmfield Park: The Holme Field estate was established in 1807 by Thomas
Foljambe, a Wakefield lawyer and speculator. The house was built in 1833 and
the estate built up gradually. House and estate were bought in 1864 by Joseph
Barker, worsted manufacturer, who enlarged the house in the 1870s, adding
stable block, entrance lodge and boundary wall, and created gardens and
parkland. In 1919 Wakefield Corporation acquired the 14 acre Holme Field
estate from its then owner, Alderman W H Kingswell, and it was incorporated
into the public park. The house became a museum upstairs and tea-room
downstairs.
The combined Park: The inclusion of the Thornes estate gave the Park its
current outline and subsequent developments extended across the three
elements. By 1932, the OS 1:2500 map shows a crown bowling green at the
southern end of Holmfield park and another in the south-east corner of
Thornes, with tennis courts and a putting green also at the souther n end of
Thornes. Lavatories had been built at the edge of Holmfield, and the Lowe Hill
bandstand was replaced in 1926 by a building near the eastern edge of
Clarence Park. A meteorological station at the northern end of Clarence Park
was later moved to the nursery gardens at Thornes. Further landscaping
included the formation of a formal rose garden in the former kitchen garden of
Thornes, to the west of the house, in 1934.
In 1951 the school housed in Thornes House burnt down and the original
house was destroyed apart from part of a wall and some balustrade. The
school was housed temporarily in Holme Field, and new buildings constructed
on the site, now part of Wakefield College.
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Later changes have included the sale of Holme Field House in the 1990s, no w
a private hotel and restaurant, the Holmfield Arms. The lodge and gates at the
southern end of Chestnut Walk have gone. A children's play area, Sports
Centre with running track, miniature railway and a skate park, have all been
added at the northern end of Thornes.

Details
LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, SETTING Thornes Park is located c.1.3 km
south-west of the centre of Wakefield on land that slopes gently in all
directions from Lowe Hill near the centre of the park. It is approximately 60
hectares in area and is roughly rectangular in shape. The B6475 Thornes
Road forms the southern boundary and the A636 Denby Dale Road the
eastern. Much of the southern boundary is defined by a high brick wall with
stone coping, part of the estate wall of the Thornes estat e, interrupted near the
eastern end by the grounds of a private house, to the east of which the wall is
much lower and topped by a hedge. The south-eastern corner and east
boundary are largely open with some hedging. To the north smaller roads edge
the park which is bounded by a hedge and trees on the northern edge of
Clarence Park and by a low brick wall with stone copings on the boundary of
Thornes Park, the remains of the boundary of the Thornes estate. To the west
this wall continues, separating the park from the Gill Syke Road and the A642
Horbury Road.
ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES There are two main vehicular approaches
to the park, both relating in origin to the C18 landscape and predating the
public park. To the south from Thornes Road a short drive leads past a lodge
building on the right (east) to a car park to the left (west). The single storey
lodge, dating probably to the late C18, is constructed of coursed dressed
sandstone with a deeply overhanging hipped grey slate roof. It is square with a
projecting gabled porch entrance to the west facing the drive, and now
operates as a tea-room. Beyond the car park the drive continues (closed to
vehicular traffic) to sweep northwards, dipping west towards the college
buildings in the centre then curving north-west to the north entrance.
The north entrance is flanked by C18 low square piers with later stone caps.
To either side are taller walls with cornices blocking courses, pilasters and
recessed panels in stone architraves; lower sections curve out to the
pavement edge and to the east there is a continuation for a short straight
section. To the west, this wall descends in height to ground level at the
pavement edge. The entrance is listed at Grade II. Much of the eastern side of
the park is open to the road, and another walkway, Chestnut Walk, dating to
the creation of Clarence Park in the late C19, enters the park on the eastern
side to run diagonally across to a lodge on the north side.
There are separate entrances to the nursery gardens and Gardener's House
near the west end of the southern boundary; one is a simple break in the wall
while the other, adapted from an original entrance, is set back with modern
wrought iron gates and piers flanked by original curved walls.
The main approach to the Wakefield college site in the centre of Thornes is
from the north, and a separate car park on the north side of the college
buildings serves it. The Holmfield Arms hotel and restaurant has a separate
drive running from the east side off Denby Dale Road, and this is not
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accessible from within the park.
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURES The principal house that originally stood at the
centre of Thornes was lost to fire in 1951 and has been replaced by a group of
utilitarian buildings housing a branch of Wakefield College. A ma in T-shaped
block of three and four storeys in red brick, glass and steel is surrounded by
lower buildings including a single storey H-shaped block to the north in red
brick. Some fragments of walling from the gardens around the original house
remain to the south-west of the college buildings.
The house at the centre of the former Holmfield estate is no longer part of the
park and is not included.
PARK The former landscape of the Thornes Estate survives in part in the
western half of the current park, though the principal house has been lost.
Surviving features include a sinuous fishpond, formed from the Gill Syke beck,
at the southern end of the park, the Gardener's House and the double walled
gardens towards the south-west. The driveway through the park from south to
north-west also dates from the late C18, with its lodge at the southern end.
Parts of the estate wall survive to the north and south-west. Some elements of
the planting scheme from the C18 are visible, including tree belts around the
edges of the estate and woodland to the west, south and east of the site of
Thornes House defining and surrounding open spaces and sheltering the
house and gardens from the home farm area.
GARDENS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS The current Thornes Park is
composed of three historically separate elements; Thornes Park, Holmfield
Park and Clarence Park, each with a distinct history prior to its inclusion in the
public park as well as developments since. Although now one park, the
elements are still separately discernable, radiating round the core of Lowe Hill,
a former motte and bailey castle of which only earthworks remain (Scheduled
Monument). Thornes, the largest section, stretches to the west of Lowe Hill,
Clarence to the north east and Holmfield to the south east. The Holmfield
Arms, situated near the south-east corner of the park, is in separate ownership
and is not included in the area of the park.
The predominant character of the park is that of gardens and pleasure
grounds. The main structural elements are the driveway through Thornes Park
from south to north-west which curves in towards the site of Thornes House,
now Wakefield College, and Chestnut Walk through Clarence Park from south east to north, as well as Lowe Hill near the centre. A broad path leads from the
south entrance around the perimeter east to the Clarence walkway and west to
the Rose Garden. At the northern extent of Clarence Park is a small red brick
lodge, erected between 1893 and 1907 as part of the landscaping of the new
Park. It has one and a half storeys with a steeply pitched roof and a gable
facing into the park. The upper floor wall projects and is tile hung with dentils
below, and the apex of the gable is timber framed. The building is boarded up
and unused.
The bandstand, situated near the eastern boundary of Clarence Park, was
constructed in 1926. It has a red brick base with a stone plinth and a stone
band separating it from a mock-Tudor timber framed superstructure with a
deeply overhanging, red tiled hipped roof. It has an open front with a wide arch
framed by half-timbered pillars under a hipped roof with a shaped blind gablet
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in the centre. The sides have half-timbered gables and blocked windows in the
brick basement level. To the rear are two doorways with stone architraves. In
the front (west) is a rectangular hardstanding of concrete. Two small open
fronted shelters on the eastern boundary of Clarence Park are of similar date
and in similar style: they stand at either end of a walkway that runs parallel to
the road to the east.
Near the entrance to the driveway running across Clarence Park are two
drinking fountains, both listed at Grade II. One is dated to 1893 and is
dedicated to Major Barker by the workers of Thornes Mill; it is in sandstone
and granite and is an octagonal structure in classical style. The other is a
raised red granite trough dedicated by the RSPCA to Anne Clarkson in 1888.
Open ground is interspersed with areas of woodland, with more scattered tree
planting in some parts. Most of the woodland is in the south and eas t of the
park, though most of the boundaries have tree belts. Formal flower beds and
shrubberies are almost entirely confined to the southern part of the park. The
area of Clarence Park, and much of Thornes, contains a number of White
Chestnut trees, adding to the tree planted by the Duke of Clarence at the
park's opening. Trees line both the main drive through Thornes and the
walkway through Clarence which is known as Chestnut Walk. A tree belt
divides open space to the north of Wakefield College from the skate park,
sports centre and running track in the north-west corner of the park.
The south-west quadrant of the park is occupied by nursery gardens, not open
to the public, and the former walled gardens of Thornes House, bounded by
high red brick walls with stone copings. The northern walled garden is filled
with modern greenhouses, while the southern is laid out as a Rose Garden
with a fountain feature at the centre. A row of modern greenhouses occupies
most of the south facing wall at the north end, but traces of former buildings
and heating systems are visible on this wall. The gates to the Rose Garden on
its southern side are modern wrought iron. To the south, in front of Gardener's
House, are formal flower beds with annual planting.
The 'Gardener's House' also probably dates to the late C18. It is situated
towards the south-west corner of the park, adjacent to the former kitchen
gardens of Thornes House and is said to have been the home farm house. It is
constructed of red brick with a grey slate hipped roof and stacks at each side
(one rebuilt) and one to the rear. The three bay symmetrical front elevation has
a central six-panel door with a six-light overlight and flat gauged brick arch. To
either side are six-over-six hornless vertical sash windows with stone cills and
flat gauged brick arches, and above are three six-light windows. A small
extension to the right (north) is single storey with two windows and a lean -to
roof. A high brick wall runs north from the house to form the west side of the
rose garden and enclosed greenhouse area (former walled gardens).
Open space to the centre north of the park, east of the main drive, is laid out
as sports pitches, and the north-west quadrant is occupied by a large sports
stadium and running track with a skate park and children's play area to the
east and a miniature railway track running through woodland to the north -east.
The north-east corner of the park is a slightly sunken area functioning as an
arena for outdoor events, with terraced stone seating on its south-west side.
To the south of this, and ranged along the eastern and southern sides of the
park, are the bandstand with its hardstanding, two crown bowling greens, a
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putting green, a mini-golf course and six tennis courts. These facilities are
situated off a path running parallel to the road with borders of perennial and
annual planting schemes, shrubs and privet hedges. Wooden bench seating is
provided at intervals. The mini-golf course has scattered trees, mainly smaller
varieties, throughout its extent which runs from the main drive in the west to
the boundary of the Holmfield Arms in the east, and north towards Lowe Hill.
MAPS OS 1:10560 published 1854 OS 1:2500 published 1893 OS 1:2500
published 1907 OS 1:2500 published 1932

Selected Sources
Websites
Clarence Holmfield and Thornes Park, accessed from
http://www.chatparks.org.uk
Other
J. Goodchild, Wakefield Parks, n.d.,
National Grid Reference: SE3246919700

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. All rights reserved. Ordnance
Survey Licence number 100024900.
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2015. All rights reserved.
Licence number 102006.006.
The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1403469 .pdf
The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.
This copy shows the entry on 06-Nov-2015 at 09:31:24.
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Appendix IV – The Action Plan
1. A Welcoming Park
a. Improve Appeal to all Age Groups
Ref
1.1

Description
Prepare a Facilities
Plan for the Park

Notes
Include catering, refreshments and public conveniences

1.2

Install Art in the park

1.3

Improvements to
Holmfield Park

Replace the rhubarb sculpture with alternative artwork ideally
linked to the Sculpture Triangle/YSP/ Hepworth.
The rhubarb sculpture could be relocated within the park.
Look into providing artwork in appropriate locations throughout
the park.
Make better use of Holmfield Park, possibly provide an area of
interest such as a toddler/picnic area.

1.4

Improvements to the
Rose Garden

Replace rose bushes through donations, repair fountain and
sundial.

b. Improve Visitor Access
Ref
1.5

Description
Prepare Pathway
Plan for park

1.6

Complete boundary
path inside park
boundary

1.7

Develop or close
informal entrances
into the park

1.8

Review pedestrian
and cyclist routes to
the park

Notes
Show routes extending outside the park. Show desire routes.
Show different user groups on plan: pedestrians/cyclists/DDA
users
Reassess and re-mark bicycle lanes outside park boundary.
Check road crossings for links into the park are safe.
Design circuit for events and competitions.
Design out speeding cyclists.
Install distance markers for calorie counting walks and other
signage.
Consider installing Trim Trail exercise equipment along route.
Surface these routes and develop into proper entrances - or
close completely if not appropriate.
These entrances should be identified in the Pathway and Plan.
Work with Highways to improve the appeal and safety of routes
between the park and other destinations, such as the city centre.
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c. Improve Recreation and Play
Ref
1.9

Description
Prepare a Recreation
and Play Plan

Notes
Ascertain if children‟s play provision is adequate and located
appropriately.

1.10 Develop a master
plan for the area
containing the
athletics stadium/play
area/skateboard
park/miniature
railway
1.11 Review football
changing rooms

Area requires a review of facilities on offer and a redesign.
Wetland area could be reworked to provide effective water
storage area.

1.12 Cease marking out
pitch on the sloping
land near Thornes
House/Lake
1.13 Redesign Pay and
Play area of the park

This area should be reserved for informal use in keeping with
the character of this area of the park.
(Why is this still happening?)

Building is unattractive and in an inappropriate location.
Await the Strategic Leisure Review and Playing Pitch Plan.

Refurbish Thornes Park Ticket Office or replace with new.
Remove existing hand written notices - use proper signage.
Review recreation opportunities on offer.

d. Improve Landscapes and Views
Ref
1.14

Description
Prepare a
Landscape
Management Plan

1.15

Improve appearance
of the park

1.16

Relocate unsightly
storage areas near
the Secret Garden
Remove row of
unkempt trees along
the footpath
between the
Skateboard Park
and Horbury Road
along Wakefield
College Boundary
Engage with The
Holmfield Hotel

1.17

1.18

Notes
Carry out Landscape Audit to identify existing, at risk and
potential views.
Use the audit to create views by removing obstacles – usually
trees - and protecting existing views.
Improve the view of the park from Denby Dale Road by
replacing items of street furniture with ones of higher quality.
Address inappropriate signage installed by Stork Lodge.
Wakefield Council stores skips in full view of park users.
The fencing to this area is also inappropriate.
If it cannot be relocated the area needs landscaping from view.
The undergrowth is in poor condition and very littered.
The Tree Management Plan should advise whether and what
replanting is appropriate.

Discuss better integrating The Holmfield into the park.
Review current entrance layout on Denby Dale Road
roundabout and location of driveway to hotel.
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e. Improve Park Infrastructure
Ref
1.19

Description
Prepare an
Infrastructure Plan

Notes
Include entrances, boundaries, footpaths, roads, car parking

1.20

Audit and refurbish
park furniture

Repair or upgrade park furniture to a consistent standard and
design style – benches, bins, bollards, internal signage.
Include street furniture outside the park.
Remove all redundant posts.

1.21

Review events areas
in the park

Review facilities for events in Clarence Park events area.
Improve vehicle entrance and access to Clarence Park events
area and address drainage issues.
The concrete steps of the amphitheatre are crumbling. Repair
for now but find long term solution such as grassing over.

1.22

Refurbish lakeside
footpath

Refurbish lakeside footpath to a high standard.
Review options to reduce impacts of fouling by Canada Geese.

1.23

Improve Horbury
Road Entrance

Entrance and access require design review.

2. Healthy, Safe and Secure
a. Make the Park Feel Safer
Ref Description
2.1 Prepare ASB Plan

Notes
Develop proposals for Public Space Protection Orders

2.2

Remove or cut back oversize shrubs and bushes, especially
those that provide places for concealment, particularly near to
paths.

2.3

2.4

2.5

Remove oversize
shrubs and bushes

Replace or remove
old grey utility boxes
along Denby Dale
Road
Review lighting in the
park
Review design of
Denby Dale Road
Entrance

Remove bushes along link to rose garden to open out entrance
and provide through views. Include trees too.
Some are labelled with a sign reading “Asbestos containing
materials may be present on site – consult asbestos register for
further information”.
Wakefield College currently provides most of the street lighting
in the park.
Provision of lighting in the park will need to be assessed when
the future use of the Campus is resolved.
Create a safe pedestrian crossing route across the car park and
driveway for users of the new circular route.
Mark out stop line and install stop sign at roundabout.
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b. Increase Responsibility for Dogs
Ref Description
2.6 Prepare a Dog
Management Plan

Notes
Dogs need to be kept under close control in all areas of the park
and excluded from the equipped play area. If enforcement is
deemed necessary Public Space Protection Orders will be
considered.

3. Well Maintained and Clean
a. Review Maintenance in the Park
Ref Description
3.1 Review
maintenance
schedules for
the park

Notes
Update to reflect current maintenance.
Are specifications/standards appropriate and affordable?
Carry out walkabout to identify unnecessary maintenance operations –
and potential removals/cut back of shrubs and bushes.
A maintenance plan will be required for Lowe Hill once cleared

4. Sustainability
a. Improve Tree Management
Ref Description
4.1 Prepare a
Tree
Management
Plan

Notes
Tree removals and thinning will be required to reinstate lost views and
preserve existing ones in accordance with the Landscape Audit.
Relocate trees that will restrict views of city centre when fully grown.
Prescribe what to do with fallen trees.
Complete tree safety inspections for all trees in the park except for
those on Lowe Hill which will be removed.
Regenerate trees on Chestnut Walk.
Postpone tree planting which hasn‟t been agreed until the Tree
Management Plan is in place.

b. Improve Drainage in the Park
Ref Description
4.2 Prepare a
Drainage Plan

Notes
Identify areas in the park where drainage is poor.
Acquire funding for an hydrology survey and implementation plan
Need to earmark potential Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
(SUDS) locations early-on to prevent new features being installed in
these locations.
Design SUDS areas for biodiversity to help with funding.
Four priority areas identified in Flood Alleviation Service Action Plan
2013/14 reference F8.
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5. Conservation & Heritage
a. Make the Park More Interesting and Educational
Ref Description
5.1 Develop an
education plan
for the park

Notes

5.2

Refurbish
Grade II listed
drinking
fountain and
horse trough

Install interpretation for both features.

5.3

Refurbish
Thornes Lake

The Lake would become more attractive, safer and the biodiversity
would benefit.
The capacity of the lake may need to be increased in line with the
Drainage Plan

b. Protect, Enhance and Interpret Heritage in the Park
Ref Description
5.4 Prepare a
Heritage
Regeneration
Plan

5.5

Restore
Victorian
features in
Clarence Park

Notes
WYAAS to carry out survey of Lowe Hill.
Develop Lowe Hill as a visitor attraction.
Create a viewing platform/area in suitable location.
Develop safe and open access to the area.
Protect ridge and furrow land form.
Provide detailed information to Historic England about proposed
activities and secure Scheduled Monument Consent if and when
required.
Restore Victorian features along Denby Dale Road.
Install sections of Victorian style railings particularly behind Bandstand
to prevent sledges running into Denby Dale Road.
Decision to be made on the derelict Clarence Park Pavilion.

c. Enhance Biodiversity in the Park
Ref Description
5.6 Enhance
biodiversity in
the park

Notes
Identify areas to be managed for biodiversity.
Install plants to attract birds, butterflies and bees - especially in Secret
Garden.
Green roofs/green walls/bird habitat should be designed into any new
parks buildings.
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6. Community Involvement
a. Provide Opportunities for the Community to be Involved
Ref Description
6.1 Prepare and
implement a
volunteer plan

Notes
Activities being carried out by volunteers include:
Development of the Secret Garden.
Growing and maintaining bedding plants.
Clearing undergrowth and litter picking.
Restoring vintage benches.
Running car boot sales and Vintage Car Rally.
Planting rose bushes.
Maintaining shelters on Denby Dale Road.

b. Develop and Implement a Plan for Training Activities in the Park
Ref Description
6.2 Prepare and
implement a
training plan to
be delivered in
the park

Notes
Training activities are coordinated by Groundwork and Street Scene
and are based in the Nursery

7. Marketing
a. Develop the Identity of the Park
Ref Description
7.1 Provide high
quality signs at
entrances
7.2

Notes
Provide matching Thornes Park signs at main Horbury Road
entrance, Stork Lodge entrance and at rhubarb sculpture area (phase
2)
Only provide a car parking sign at the Denby Dale Road entrance.
Remove all other signage at these entrances.
Develop position Produce a layout for memorial benches in the Rose Garden.
on Memorial
There is a current moratorium on memorial benches in the park. A
Features located wider assessment needs to include a design guide for all benches in
in the park
the park.

b. Improve Promotion of the Park
Ref Description
7.3 Raise on-line
profile of the
park

Notes
Improve and update information provided on Wakefield Council
website.
Support Experience Wakefield website and improve hyperlinks for the
park.
Arrange use of tweets @MyWakefield.
Consider setting up a facebook account to promote the park.
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c. Improve Signage and Interpretation
Ref Description
7.4 Audit of signage
to the park

Notes
Carry out audit of existing signage for pedestrians, bicycles and cars to and from the park - for key destinations.
Minimise signage but ensure basic signage at main entrances.

7.5

There is a keen interest in interpretation of local history.
This is closely related to the education plan.

Develop an
Interpretation
Plan for the park

8. Management
a. Secure Financial Resources
Ref Description
8.1 Determine the
cost to maintain
the park

Notes
Determine the full cost to maintain the park based on up to date
maintenance schedules

8.2

Investigate grant
funding options
for the park

Investigate grant funding options including a Heritage Lottery Fund
“Parks for People” application in partnership with other stakeholders

8.3

Identify works
that could
potentially be
financed by
section 106
agreements and
the Community
Infrastructure
Levy

Identify and cost revenue and capital works that could potentially be
financed by section 106 agreements and the Community
Infrastructure Levy if adopted.

Prepare a
business plan
for financing the
park

Consideration will be given to generating new income and agreement
to invest it back into the park.

8.4

Parks Cabinet Investment Plan for 2014/17 due to be submitted to
Cabinet.

b. Management of Assets
Ref Description
8.5 Identify any
surplus or
unused assets
8.6 Review leases
for park assets

Notes

Review existing leases for park assets and investigate new ones
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c. Deliver Plan in Partnership with Other Organisations
Ref Description
8.7 Set up
partnership to
deliver the
management
plan

Notes
Main stakeholders to endorse management plan and action plan and
agree partnership approach to delivery
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