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Introduction to Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park
Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park is a large area of natural green space managed for wildlife and informal
recreation. It comprises a mixture of habitats, including lowland heathland, and supports a rich variety of
wildlife. It is a valuable local amenity, giving the surrounding community easy access to nature, and contributing
to the health and well-being of local residents. Over 16,000 people live within walking distance of the site.1
The nature park’s catchment is increased by having an entrance right next to Outwood Railway Station, making
the site a 15 min train ride away from Leeds City Centre.
A National Cycle Network route runs through the site, as well as a public bridleway. It lies in a popular area for
horse ownership, with several stables close by. The site provides a safe place for traffic-free riding and cycling.

VISION
To create an easily accessible natural environment that is good for wildlife and
good for people.

1

Lofthouse, Stanley and Outwood are all within a 2 km radius of Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park, and have a joint
population of approximately 16,150.

The essentials


Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park lies 3 km to the north of Wakefield city centre. It is in Ward 15 (Stanley and
Outwood East) of Wakefield District in West Yorkshire, its central point lying at SE 325250.



The site covers 35.4 ha (87.48 acres). The site boundary is shown on the map in Fig. 1. It is surrounded by a
residential area, a golf course, agricultural fields and the railway line.



Wakefield Council is the sole freehold owner of the site.



Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park is managed by Wakefield Council’s Countryside section, except for the
sports pitches which are managed by the Council’s Street Scene Estates Team.



The underlying geology of the site is Middle Coal Measures (Upper Carboniferous) but there are no rock
outcrops on the site.



The site is a reclaimed colliery site. Lofthouse Colliery closed in 1981, and stood derelict until reclamation
began in 1989. The area was completely reshaped, but little topsoil was used. Most areas have a thin
covering of subsoil over colliery spoil, which encourages a good range of wildflowers but is not always the
best substrate for informal footpaths.

Figure 1

Location of Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park

Access
There are six entrances into the site: at
Outwood Railway Station, Colliery Approach,
Ridings Way, both ends of Lingwell Nook Lane,
and via the public bridleway at Langley (see Fig.
2). These entrances lead into a network of
paths and tracks which range from newly
surfaced paths, to muddy desire lines on what
is basically colliery spoil. Many of the paths
have been named after coal seams that were
worked in Lofthouse Colliery (see Fig. 2).
Public bridleways and cycle routes
There is a short section of public bridleway
running along the eastern side of the site,
coming in from Langley and heading south to
Lingwell Nook Lane. The track from the
bridleway up towards the northern section of
Lingwell Nook Lane is a National Cycle
Network2 route.
Public footpaths
A public footpath enters the site near the
railway station, runs along the southern edge
of the sports field, then around the edge of the
site until it meets the bridleway.
New paths
Eleven Yards path (see Fig. 2) is a surfaced
pedestrian route around the pond, created
with a Breathing Places funding bid in 2009.
Furnace and Lofco paths are newly surfaced
paths, installed as part of the Lofthouse Colliery
Heritage Trail project in 2013.

Figure 2 Entrances and routes around the site

Old paths
Other paths were either created when the site was restored 25 years ago, using materials recycled from the
Lofthouse pit demolition, or they are muddy desire lines that have
evolved over time. Several of them are poorly drained and difficult to use
ACTION
in wet weather.
Carry out a path condition
One of the worst paths is the Silkstone path from the Lingwell Nook Lane
survey, and prioritise which
entrance to the railway station. Improving this path would make an
paths need improving
excellent link from the railway station to the bridleway.

2

The National Cycle Network is a network of safe, traffic-free routes, promoted by Sustrans – an organisation that aims to
encourage sustainable travel by creating and promoting better walking and cycling links. www.sustrans.org.uk

There is a well-used desire line from the northern end of the pond up onto
the highest central part of the site. This path is used by horse-riders as well
as pedestrians. It is very uneven and muddy, and very difficult to negotiate
in wet weather.
Accessibility for people with limited mobility
A DDA access audit of the site was carried out in spring 2008. The audit
highlighted several areas of difficulty associated with the site, some of
which have since been improved. However, there are still issues that
present difficulties to those with limited mobility:


Access for wheelchair users and other people with mobility problems
is initially restricted by there being no car park for the site.



Some of the path surfaces are very poor, and when wet would be
difficult to negotiate by anyone unsteady on their feet. A wheelchair

ACTION
Consult with site users
(pedestrians, cyclists and
horse-riders on path usage
and prioritisation

ACTION
Plan a circular route suitable
for all abilities, including at
least one path onto the top
with a gradient of at least 1:15

user would not be able to complete a circuit of the nature park.


Seating is often located a metre or more from the surfaced path,
making it difficult for a wheelchair user to sit with companions.



No information is available on how accessible the site is to wheelchair
users, either on the site or on the council website prior to a visit.



All the paths up on to the top of the site require a fairly steep climb. Due to the gradient of the paths and
the nature of the substrate, these routes are also among the worst surfaces as they are easily eroded,
making it even harder for those with mobility problems to access a large part of the site.

ACTION
Obtain grant funding to make
path improvements

Car parking
Parking can be a problem from people travelling to the site by car. The lack of a car park for the site results in
visitors parking outside residents’ homes on Ridings Way and Lingwell Nook Lane. Visitors approaching from the
northern end of Lingwell Nook Lane regularly park in front of the site gate and stile, blocking access for other
visitors, especially those on horseback, as well as emergency vehicles.
There is limited roadside parking on Colliery Approach.
ACTION
At the end of Colliery Approach is an area of hard-standing, which is used
Investigate the possibility of
for parking by the football club who use the sports pitches. It is possible
creating a car park for all
that this could be made into a car park for all users. This could then form a
visitors
main entrance to the site for all visitors.
Users
The site is used by pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. Some of the paths
are only suitable for pedestrian use. There is always the potential for
conflict between different user groups, and this occasionally occurs at
Lofthouse, especially on the paths that are in poor condition, as horses in
particular are felt to make the muddy surfaces worse for pedestrians in
poor weather.

ACTION
Reduce user conflict by
making it clear to site users
where horses and cyclists are
permitted

Lofthouse is a valuable area for horse-riders, offering a variety of safe, traffic-free routes. Following consultation
with horse-riders who regularly use the site, a plan of the most used and valued paths has been drawn up. The
red routes in Fig. 3 are the routes where horse-riders are currently allowed to ride, while blue routes could be
made suitable for horses if some path improvements were made.

User conflict could be reduced by
producing a clear plan of where horses
and cyclists are currently allowed to go
on the site. These routes could be
expanded if and when the more fragile
routes are improved for all users.
Information could be sent out to
stables and cycling groups. Signage
would be required on site to indicate
permitted routes to all users.

Figure 3 Horse-riding at Lofthouse
Colliery Nature Park
Routes suitable for
horse-riding. Walking or
trotting only. No
cantering or galloping.
Routes unsuitable for
horses and in need of
improvement.
Alternative route for
horse-riders until the
path to the railway
station is improved.

Entrances
None of the site entrances have any welcoming signage. Two of the
entrances have Heritage Trail information panels just inside the site, but
signage informing visitors that they are entering the site would be
helpful. New visitors have commented that they do not know where to
go. A waymarked circular route around the site would be useful for new
visitors.

ACTION
Consult visitors on how
signage could be improved
and produce an improvement
plan

Wildlife and habitat management
The site has a variety of habitats including young broad-leaved
woodland, heather/gorse heathland, ponds, a stream and a recreational
sports field. On the highest point is a large area of heathy
grassland/scrub on thin poor acid soil. There are two ponds, one of
which is open water and heavily disturbed; the other is shallow,
partially vegetated and in a quiet area.
The site includes the following Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)
Priority Habitats: deciduous woodland, stream, ponds, unimproved acid
grassland, lowland heathland, hedgerows and scrub.
Plant species of particular interest include spindle tree and bluebell (both LBAP Key Priority Species), common
spotted orchid, cottongrass, Duke of Argyll’s tea tree, yellow rattle, ling heather and flowering-rush.
The main habitat types are shown in Fig. 2, while Fig. 4 shows a more detailed Phase 1 Habitat Survey map. A
species list is given in Appendix 1.
Lowland Heathland
Lowland heathland is a rare and threatened habitat. It has declined greatly in extent during the last 200 years
(only one-sixth of the heathland present in 1800 remains) and is a priority for nature conservation in the UK.
There are two areas of lowland heathland at Lofthouse. That adjacent to the railway line was an experimental
plot, planted during the site’s reclamation in 1989. The aim of the heather trial was to study the use of heather
and other heathland species in coalfield reclamation. Heather grows well in acidic, nutrient-poor soils, and
where there are high concentrations of elements that would be toxic to other plants. These conditions are
typical of untreated colliery spoil.
The area was divided into 45 small plots, with plots treated differently. Some had mushroom compost added to
increase the water-holding capacity of the compacted soil. Some areas were planted with heather seedlings that
had been grown in peat pots, some were sown with heather seed, and others were scattered with heather litter
that had been collected locally. The trial was a success, with a good covering of heather within two years. Within
three years it was being invaded by birch and oak.
Twenty years on, lowland heathland is an
increasingly rare habitat. The small patch of
heathland here continues to be invaded by
birch and oak.
There is a second area of lowland heathland
on the highest part of the site. Here the thin
acid soil is ideal for heathland species. As part
of the Coalfield Heathland Project (2005–
2010), heather was introduced into this area
in two ways: (1) hydroseeding; (2) heather
brash from the existing lowland heathland
area spread over the hydroseeded area.
The heather has taken very well, growing
alongside grassland species that do well in
this thin poor soil, such as common centaury,

Figure 4 Phase 1 habitat survey 2014
over a 2009 aerial photo

Figure 4 continued – key to habitat survey
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Woodland and scrub
A111 Broadleaved woodland – semi-natural
A112 Broadleaved woodland – plantation
A22
Scrub - scattered
A31
Broadleaved parkland / scattered trees
Grassland
B11
Acid grassland - unimproved
B6
Poor semi-improved grassland
Tall herb and fern
C31
Other tall herb and fern – tall ruderal
Heathland
D11
Dry dwarf shrub heath – acid
D5
Dry heath / acid grassland
Open water
G1
Standing water
Rock exposure and waste
I22
Spoil
Miscellaneous
J12
Amenity grassland
J211
Intact hedge – native species-rich

black knapweed, bird’s-foot trefoil, yellow rattle,
yellow-wort and wild carrot. The area is surrounded by
trees and is threatened by encroachment so does
require annual removal of scrub, particularly hawthorn
and alder.

ACTION

ACTION

Remove birch and
oak scrub from
areas of lowland
heathland annually

Remove hawthorn
and alder scrub from
heathy grassland on
the top of the site
annually

Woodland
The woodland cover at Lofthouse totals 16.4 ha – almost half the site. Most of it comprises young, native trees
planted during 1989–1990 as part of the reclamation scheme. Species include birch, oak, hazel, ash, dogwood,
guelder rose, alder, rowan, hawthorn and spindle. There are also a couple of Duke of Argyll’s Teaplants at the
side of the path at the northernmost end of the site.
There is a strip of older woodland along the north-eastern boundary of the site, along the banks of the Lingwell
Gate Beck.
The wildlife value of the woodland will be enhanced as the trees mature and woodland plants become
established. As some trees die and others regenerate, there will be greater structural diversity and a wider
range of ecological niches for birds, mammals and invertebrates.
The woodland is managed as amenity woodland by Wakefield Council under the Forestry Commission
Woodland Grant Scheme. The Council’s Forestry team has a management strategy for all Council-owned
woodland, and at Lofthouse the strategy is currently one of minimum intervention. Works are limited to keeping
paths, rides and other areas used by the public, such as benches and picnic tables, clear and free of dangerous
or potentially dangerous trees or limbs (shown in green in Fig. 5).
As the woodland develops, the trees will require some thinning due to the close planting. This will allow the
remaining trees room to grow, and enhance the structure of the woodland. The main aim of the woodland
management will be to increase the biodiversity and amenity value of the woodland, with some timber
extraction as a by-product.
Some paths are increasingly encroached by trees from either side, leading to a tunnel effect. Opening up these
rides to let in more light will be beneficial from both user and wildlife perspectives. Glades were created around
existing patches of heather among the woodland during 2010. These need to be monitored. Further glades
could be created, or the existing glades enlarged to encourage butterflies and invertebrates.

Duke of Argyll’s
teaplants + several
spindle trees

Figure 5

Annual maintenance carried out by the Council’s Forestry team.

Figure 5 shows the annual maintenance carried out by the Council’s Forestry team. The small hatched areas in
Fig. 5 represent site furniture, i.e. benches and picnic tables. The Foresters strim around the base of site
furniture once a month during the growing season.
The green lines represent two-zone ride maintenance, which entails the Foresters flailing the ride edges on a 3–
10 year rotation.
There are several spindle trees at the northernmost bend in the path, as well as two Duke of Argyll’s teaplants,
which are unusual for the area. Their location is shown in Fig. 5.

ACTION

ACTION

ACTION

Open up ride edges on both
Silkstone and Beeston paths

Review which sections of
path are flailed to maximise
benefits for wildlife and
accessibility

Thin woodland to create
glades among the densely
planted trees, and to allow
other trees light and space

Ponds and streams
There are three ponds within the nature park.
Pond 1 The main pond is a balancing pond, close to the site
where the old colliery slurry ponds were once situated. This
pond collects water from the higher ground, and flows into
Lingwell Gate Beck, which flows along the north-eastern
boundary of the site (see Fig. 5 for the route of the beck).
The pond is vegetated around all sides, with submerged
vegetation including reedmace (Typha latifolia), flowering rush
(Butomus umbellatus), yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus) and
bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliate).
It has numerous mallard ducks on it most of the time, which are encouraged by daily visitors to the park feeding
them bread. It is a regular feeding site for pipistrelle bats.
Pond 2 The second pond is a shallow ephemeral pond surrounded by willow scrub, and close to Lingwell Gate
Beck. This is an uneven piece of ground that is often full of water in winter, overflowing into Lingwell Gate Beck.
In summer it is very shallow and can dry up altogether.
Pond 3 There is a third ephemeral
pond on the edge of the sports
pitches. This wet area appears to be
groundwater-fed, and holds water for
most of the year.
This third pond on the sports pitch is
a clean water pond, and not fed by a
sediment-laden stream that will
cause it to silt up in the future – the
kind of pond recommended by the
Freshwater Habitats Trust as being a good design for wildlife-friendly
pond design. Wakefield Council’s Drainage team are looking to create
some similar freshwater ponds in the district, and the area between this
pond and the woodland behind is a potential location.

ACTION
Investigate the possibility of a
new clean-water wildlife pond
as part of the Million Ponds
Project

Amenity Grassland
The sports pitches (approx. 3.4 ha) are managed by Wakefield Council’s Street Scene Estates Team and are not
covered by this management plan. They are used by Wrenthorpe Rangers Football Club, a junior club who use
the pitches for training and to play matches at weekends and some evenings. In between, the pitches are used
informally by members of the public for kickabouts, picnics, walking and playing, etc. Members of the football
club have vehicular access to the hard-standing area at the end of Colliery Approach for parking.
Any enquiries regarding the sports pitches should be referred to the Street Scene Estates Team by calling the
Council on 0345 8 506 506.

Duke of Argyll’s teatree plants among the
spindle trees

Common spotted orchids
scattered along the ride
edge. Keep free from scrub.
Cotton-grass

Two-zone ride
management: Wakefield
Council to flail the ride
edges on a 3–10 year
rotation.

Lowland heathland: keep
clear of oak and birch
scrub annually (Oct–Feb).
Keep the heather
structure varied by
occasional cutting.

Heathy grassland: keep
clear of hawthorn scrub
annually (Oct–Feb).
Monitor changes in this
species-rich area.

Ride/path edges: keep clear
of hawthorn/alder scrub
annually (Oct–Feb). Review
ride management with
Forestry from 2016.

Japanese knotweed: one of two
large areas to be sprayed by
Wakefield Council annually,
preferably after flowering (late
summer).

Japanese knotweed: one of two
large areas to be sprayed with
herbicide by Wakefield Council
annually, preferably after
flowering (late summer).

Himalayan balsam: small
patches along the ride edge
to be pulled out by the roots
annually (June–August),
piled up and left in situ.

Woodland glades:
three areas of trees
were thinned out in
2010, specifically
around the patches of
heather. Monitor the
vegetation.
Himalayan balsam by the
pond: to be pulled out by
the roots annually (June–
August), piled up and left in
situ.

Grassy areas to be
kept open by
controlling
hawthorn scrub

Figure 6 Work required for biodiversity maintenance and enhancement

History and heritage value
The nature park now occupies the site of
Lofthouse Colliery, which was worked from
1873 to 1981. This area was mined
extensively from the early 19th century
onwards, mostly as small pits until the coal
boom of the 1870s led to the formation of
the Leeds and Yorkshire Cooperative Coal
Mining Company. Lofthouse Station Colliery
was an important source of employment in
the area, and by 1895 was producing 1000
tons of coal per day. The exhaustion of coal
reserves led to the pit closing in 1981, with
the loss of 900 jobs.
Lofthouse Colliery is known by many
because of the disaster that occurred there
in 1973, when a coal-cutting machine
sheared into old mine workings, and the coalface collapsed. Over three million gallons of water, sludge and
slurry flooded the mine, and seven men lost their lives. The disaster led to great changes in British mining
legislation regarding old and abandoned mine workings.
Following the closure of the pit in 1981, the site lay derelict until reclamation of the site began in 1989. This
involved some opencasting to extract a seam of coal close to where the pit shafts had been. The old pit buildings
were crushed, screened and recycled for footpaths. The area was then completely reshaped and compacted to
improve stability and make a more natural looking landform, as well as a level area for sports pitches. Soil was
added in some areas, such as the football pitches; other areas were left with a thin covering of subsoil to
encourage wildflowers to grow.
Forty years after the Lofthouse Disaster, in 2013, Wakefield Council, Lofthouse Colliery Action Group and
Outwood Community Video received a grant of £47,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to create a heritage trail
around the site. A GPS-triggered smartphone app now helps visitors to explore the site, using photographs,
information and sound recordings of miners who worked at Lofthouse. Two new paths were created, four large
information panels were installed, and a memorial obelisk is a tribute to all those who worked at the pit.
As well as informing regular users of the nature park about the pit that stood here before the site was
reclaimed, the heritage trail has attracted new visitors to explore the site. The information and recordings
gathered during the project are used as educational tools in schools.
The original idea for the trail was that a waymarked route would be installed around the site, but due to the
amount of vandalism the site has been subject to on a regular basis, it was decided that the smartphone app
would be the guide for visitors, and no particular route was marked
on the ground. However, a few visitors have arrived at the site for the
first time expecting to be led a particular route around the nature
park, and it seems that people who do not know the site are unsure
where to go. A simple circular waymarked route around the site is
needed, but must be done in a simple, cost-effective way, so that it
can be easily maintained.
ACTION

Install a waymarked route around the site

Use of the site
The site is used predominantly for informal recreation, walking and wildlife observation. It is also used weekly by
a local junior football club and also on an occasional basis by local community groups for events.
Lofthouse Colliery Action Group
There is a dedicated friends group for the site, known as
the Lofthouse Colliery Action Group, which was
established in 2007. The LCAG’s stated aim is “to
maintain and improve the Lofthouse Colliery Nature
Park and its immediate environs and to protect the site
from any future development or action that has a
detrimental effect on the quality of life enjoyed by users
and residents.” (LCAG Constitution)
Working together with the Council and other partners,
the group has raised over £75,000 in grants to make
improvements to the site for wildlife and visitor access.
Grants have been awarded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, National Lottery Breathing Places, Wakefield
Council’s Community Chest, Leeds City Council, as well
as support and funding from local businesses and other organisations. The grant money has paid for relandscaping of the pond, improvement to the path network, installation of picnic tables, seats and a shelter.
LCAG have regular practical events, where they work with the Council’s Countryside team to pick litter, clear
scrub on the heathland, plant hedging and wildflowers, etc. They also hold events open to the public to
encourage greater knowledge of the wildlife on the site, such as dawn chorus walks, bat walks, etc.
Wakefield Angling Club
The balancing pond near Ridings Way is leased by Wakefield Angling Club. Only one bank of the pond is fished;
the western bank is fenced off as a nature conservation area for wildlife to have an undisturbed bank. Wakefield
Angling Club has six pegs on the southern/eastern banks. The fishing club has its own bailiffs who undertake
regular checks on those fishing to ensure they are members of the club, and are adhering to the club’s rules and
regulations.
Wrenthorpe Rangers Football Club
Wrenthorpe Rangers FC uses the sports pitches for training and matches at weekends and some evenings.
Links with other groups
Links with local voluntary nature conservation bodies and other interest groups (e.g. Lofthouse Colliery Action
Group and Wakefield Biodiversity Group) are maintained and encouraged by including them in management
proposals and activities through attendance at and membership of management meetings, voluntary action,
wildlife monitoring, contributions to action plans, etc. LCAG provide valuable information for future
management as well as facilitating close links with the local community, and act as a conduit for the
organisation of voluntary community involvement and possible grant applications.

Health
Accessible green space close to where people live has been proven to improve health, well-being and quality of
life. Having pleasant spaces to walk, run and cycle can deliver significant physical and mental benefits. Being
involved in a natural environment, whether on daily walks or undertaking conservation tasks, allows people to
get close to nature and appreciate the contribution it makes to their lives. Situated right on the edge of a
residential area (over 16,000 people live within 2 km of Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park), the site has great
potential for improving the health of the local community.

Education
The site provides an ideal setting for the local community to develop an enhanced appreciation of the natural
environment. Activities aimed at learning about wildlife, such as bat walks, dawn chorus walks, and
conservation tasks, provide opportunities for people to acquire the knowledge, values and commitment needed
to protect and improve the site and its biodiversity.
Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park is also important for its historical and cultural significance within the local
community. The Lofthouse area was mined for coal for centuries, and the colliery that existed before the nature
park was the lifeblood of the local community for over a hundred years. The GPS-triggered Lofthouse Colliery
Heritage Trail smartphone app gives visitors to the site the opportunity to see photos, hear the men who
worked at the pit, and enjoy a pleasant walk over an area that once teemed with hard-working men and heavy
industry.
There are three primary schools and two secondary schools
within a 1 km radius of Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park. The
site offers a safe, educational resource to these schools
without the cost of transport.
Primary schools




Outwood Primary Academy Lofthouse Gate WF3 3HU
Outwood Primary Academy Ledger Lane WF1 2PH
Rooks Nest Academy WF1 3DX

Secondary schools



Outwood Grange Academy WF1 2PF
Rodillian Academy WF3 3PS

Finances
There is no specific budget in place for delivering the Management Plan. Maintenance and minor works is
resourced from the overall revenue budget of the Council’s Countryside team, as part of the Street Scene
service, along with 66 other sites managed by Countryside. Improvement projects need to be funded by external
grants, such as those available from the WREN, SITA and Heritage Lottery funding programmes, when it is
considered appropriate to finance specific projects.

Site Designation
Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park currently has no designation as a
nature conservation site.
Local Nature Reserves are protected areas of land designated by local
authorities because of their local special natural interest and, where
possible, educational and community value. Designation as a Local
Nature Reserve may be valuable to Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park in
the following ways:






to confer increased protection for the site through the planning
system;
to conserve and where possible improve the site for wildlife by
managing it in a sustainable way as a nature reserve;
to encourage appropriate public access to and use of the site;
to provide a long term educational resource for the local
community, both formally (schools) and informally (guided walks,
information leaflets etc);
to encourage local community involvement with the site,
including voluntary physical work, site monitoring.
ACTION

Site Constraints

Work towards achieving Local
Nature Reserve status for the site

Substrate
The site is essentially a landscaped pit stack with a thin covering of subsoil. The nutrient-poor soil is good for
wildflowers and heathland plants, but does not provide the best growing conditions for trees, and unmade
paths quickly become wet and muddy. In winter, unsurfaced paths can be difficult to use.
The former use of the site means that potential ground contamination should be taken into consideration when
any digging is proposed.
Ochre (an iron-oxide rich deposit) appears in two areas of the site in particular, and is a legacy of the former
mining activities. When groundwater levels rise, water from the mine workings seeps through the pit stack
material and emerges at the ground surface as an orange, iron-rich solution. This occurs to the north of the
main pond, and also on one area of bank above the drainage ditch on the Flockton path.
Disposal of land
Reclamation of the pit site was funded by a Derelict Land Grant. The disposal (sale or lease) of any land within
the nature park boundary may be subject to clawback of the reclamation costs.
Budget
There is no specific budget allocated to this site. Any maintenance or minor works must be funded from the
overall revenue budget of the Council’s Countryside team. Improvement works rely on external grant funding.

Policy context
The Greenspace Strategy
The Natural Environment White Paper is delivered locally through Wakefield’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan
(2014), the planning system and Wakefield Council’s Greenspace Strategy, which is the main driver for the
preparation of management plans. The Greenspace Strategy aims to improve the greenspace network in terms
of quality, accessibility and interconnectivity, and improve the infrastructure such as boundaries, linkages and
drainage, whilst also reducing costs.
Planning policy
Wakefield Council’s Local Development Framework identifies Lofthouse Colliery Nature as follows:





The whole site is designated as part of the Wildlife Habitat Network.
The northern half lies within the Greenbelt (light green in Fig. 7) and is designated as a Local Wildlife Site
(dark green area in Fig. 7).
The southern half (yellow area in Fig. 7) is a Protected Area of Search.
There is a proposed cycle route across the southern edge of the sports pitches (green dots).

Figure 7

Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park within the Local Development Framework

Aims and Objectives
1 To create a welcoming place

1.1 Make access into and around the site as easy and inclusive as
possible
1.2 Improve signage
1.3 Provide appropriate interpretation and information

2 To protect and encourage
wildlife

2.1 Manage the habitats to conserve and enhance the wildlife and
biodiversity of the site
2.2 Monitor and record wildlife
2.3 Provide opportunities for events and activities that are
compatible with nature conservation and sustainable habitat
management

3 To keep the site clean and well
maintained

3.1 Respond quickly and appropriately to complaints and
notification of problems
3.2 Prioritise removal of fly-tipping to discourage future tipping
3.3 Maintain infrastructure to a standard appropriate to the
habitat
3.4 Keep the site free from litter

4 To provide a healthy, safe and
secure environment for
visitors

4.1 Implement Council’s Water Safety Policy
4.2 Alleviate conflict or imbalance between different users
4.3 Promote the health benefits of informal outdoor recreation

5 To maintain the heritage value

5.1 Include the history of Lofthouse Colliery in all promotion and
education

6 To encourage community
involvement

6.1 Consult and engage with visitors, Lofthouse Colliery Action
Group, and other partner organisations
6.2 Work with and support Lofthouse Colliery Action Group

7 To promote the site effectively
and appropriately

7.1 Promote Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park as a community
resource to be valued and enjoyed

8 To manage the site in an
environmentally sensitive
manner

8.1 Adopt a Precautionary Principle to any future developments
(any changes or developments to current management
practices will only be implemented where there are no
negative implications for wildlife on the site and/or reduction
of public enjoyment of the site)

Action Plan
Objective

Action

Who

When

1.1.1 Carry out a path condition survey, and
prioritise which paths need improving

Countryside
Officer with
LCAG
volunteers

Autumn
2015

1.1.2 Plan a circular route suitable for all
abilities, including at least one path onto the
top with a gradient of at least 1:15

Countryside
Officer with
LCAG
volunteers

Autumn
2015

1.1.3 Consult with pedestrians, cyclists and
horse-riders on path usage and prioritisation

Countryside
Officer with
LCAG
volunteers

Autumn/
Winter
2015

1.1.4 Obtain grant funding to make path
improvements

Countryside /
LCAG

Spring
2016

1.1.5 Reduce user conflict by making it clear
to all site users which routes horses and
cyclists are currently allowed to use

Countryside

1.1.6 Investigate the possibility of creating a
car park for all visitors

Countryside/
Street Scene

Winter
2015

1.2.1 Consult visitors on how signage could
be improved and draw up an improvement
plan

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Winter
2015

Aim 1 To create a welcoming place

1.1 Make access into and around the site
as easy and inclusive as possible

1.2 Improve signage

Notes

1.3 Provide appropriate interpretation
and information

1.2.2 Install a waymarked route around the
site, to help new visitors explore

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Autumn
2015

1.3.1 Maintain existing heritage trail
information panels

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Ongoing

1.3.2 Have some form of signage / info at
every entrance so that visitors know where
they are / where to go

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

2016/2017

2.1.1 Gather information to support the
designation of Lofthouse Colliery Nature Park
as a Local Nature Reserve

Countryside

2015

2.1.2 Remove oak, birch and hawthorn scrub
from the areas of lowland heath

Countryside
Officer / LCAG /
public

Annually
(Oct–Feb)

2.1.3 Clear scrub from around the orchid areas
on Flockton path

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Annually

2.1.4 Control hawthorn and alder at sides of
Lofco path, on grassland south of sports field,
down grassland strip on Silkstone path

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Annually
(Oct–Feb)

2.1.5 Grass cutting at sides of paths as part of
the two-zone ride management in line with
the FC Woodland Management Grant
requirements

Forestry

On a 3–10
year
rotation

2.1.6 Review which lengths of path are flailed
to maximise benefits for wildlife and
accessibility

Forestry /
Countryside

Late 2015

Aim 2 To protect and encourage wildlife
2.1 Manage the habitats to conserve and
enhance the wildlife and biodiversity of
the site

2.2 Monitor and record wildlife

2.3 Provide opportunities for events and
activities that are compatible with nature
conservation and sustainable habitat
management

2.1.7 Control Japanese Knotweed by spraying
with glyphosate. Sprayed in 2014. Follow-up
treatments required.

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Late
summer
2015

2.1.8 Control Himalayan Balsam by pulling
annually

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Annually
(June–Aug)

2.1.9 Review actions in relation to targets
within the new Local Biodiversity Action Plan

Countryside
Officer / Env &
Biodiversity
Officer

6-monthly

2.1.10 Investigate the possibility of a new
clean-water wildlife pond as part of the
Million Ponds Project

Countryside
Officer / Env &
Biodiversity
Officer /
Drainage
Section

2015

2.2.1 Report/record any rare/new species
found

Countryside
Officer / LCAG

Ongoing

2.2.2 Produce a photographic record of flora
on the site using photos submitted by site
users

Countryside

2015

2.2.3 Monitor vegetation within woodland
glades that were created in 2010

Countryside
Officer

6-monthly

2.3.1 Hold regular practical work tasks that
benefit conservation and invite members of
the public to join in

Countryside /
LCAG / public

Monthly

Aim 3 To keep the site clean and well maintained

3.1 Respond quickly and appropriately to
complaints and notification of problems

Countryside

3.2 Prioritise removal of fly-tipping to
discourage future tipping

3.2.1 Report any fly-tipping to the Council Call
Centre on 0345 8 506 506 as soon as it is
found

3.3 Maintain infrastructure to a standard
appropriate to the habitat

3.4 Keep the site free from litter

All

Ongoing

3.3.1 Grass cut around base of benches and
picnic tables

Forestry

Monthly
during
growing
season

3.4.1 Hold regular community litter picks

Countryside
Officer / LCAG /
public

Quarterly

Aim 4 To provide a healthy, safe and secure environment for visitors
4.1 Implement Council’s Water Safety
Policy

4.1.1 Maintain seasonal water safety signs
around the main pond and replace if
damaged. Check for issues and record

Countryside
Officer

Monthly

4.2 Alleviate conflict or imbalance
between different users

4.2.1 Communicate to horse-riders which
routes they are currently allowed to use

Countryside
Officer

Spring
2015

4.2.2 Involve horse-riders and cyclists in path
improvement plan

Countryside
Officer

Winter
2015

4.2.3 Install signage for horse-riders and
cyclists to ensure allowed usage is clear

Countryside
Officer

Winter
2015

4.3.1 Encourage healthy walking groups and
others to use the site for outdoor exercise

Wakefield
Council / LCAG

Ongoing

4.3 Promote the health benefits of
informal outdoor recreation
Aim 5 To maintain the heritage value

5.1 Include the history of Lofthouse
Colliery in all promotion and education

5.1.1 Maintain and promote the Lofthouse
Colliery Heritage Trail

Countryside /
LCAG

Ongoing

6.1 Consult and engage with visitors and
partners

6.1.1 Consult with LCAG, Wakefield Angling
Club, Wakefield District Biodiversity Group, as
well as members of the public, over issues
affecting the nature park

Countryside

Ongoing

6.2 Work with and support Lofthouse
Colliery Action Group

6.2.1 Attend regular meetings with LCAG

Countryside
Officer

Ongoing

7.1.1 Promote the site on the Wakefield
Council and LCAG websites, including links to
the downloadable Heritage Trail app

Wakefield
Council / LCAG

Ongoing

7.1.2 Distribute site leaflet and heritage trail
leaflet at visitor centres, libraries, tourist
information centre, public buildings

Wakefield
Council
Countryside

Ongoing

7.1.3 Use social media (e.g. Facebook) to
promote events and practical tasks, and
report on work done

Countryside /
LCAG

Ongoing

Aim 6 To encourage community involvement

Aim 7 To promote the site effectively and appropriately
7.1 Promote Lofthouse Colliery Nature
Park as a community resource to be valued
and enjoyed

Aim 8 To manage the site in an environmentally sensitive manner

8.1 Adopt a Precautionary Principle

Ensure any future developments (any
changes or developments to current
management practices) will only be
implemented where there are no negative
implications for wildlife on the site and/or
reduction of public enjoyment of the site

Countryside /
Forestry /
Community

