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1.0

Introduction

1.1

This statement of consultation has been prepared to report on the consultation
of the applications submitted to the Council, to designate a Wrenthorpe
neighbourhood forum (WNF) and Wrenthorpe neighbourhood area (WNA),
under Regulations 8 and 5 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012. The Regulations set out the requirements for valid
applications.

1.2

The Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) (adopted 2017)
explains how the Council will engage with the community and sets out how
people and organisations can get involved in in the planning process. The
Consultation Process for Neighbourhood Planning is set out in section 1.31 of
the SCI. It details the stages of preparing a neighbourhood plan or order and
what is involved in the process. Stage 1 covers designating a neighbourhood
area.

1.3

The Localism Act 2011 places a duty on the Council to support
Neighbourhood Planning and The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations
(2012, as amended) set out the detailed provision for setting up and
administrating Neighbourhood Planning, which have to be adhered to. A local
planning authority must take decisions at key stages in the neighbourhood
planning process, within the time limits that apply, and provide advice and
assistance in producing a draft neighbourhood plan.

1.4

Prior to the submission of the forum and area applications, Council officers
have provided support to the proposed Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum via
meetings and written advice, providing comments on the proposed
neighbourhood area boundary and providing map resources.

1.5

The valid applications were consulted on for a 6 week period, from Thursday
20 June until Wednesday 31 July 2019. The decisions to designate the
Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area are delegated to
the Planning and Highways Committee in the Council’s Constitution, with the
committee meeting taking place on 12 September 2019.

2.0

The purpose of this document

2.1

This statement of consultation reports on how the consultation on the
Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area applications was
carried out. It sets out what is a valid application is, how the applications were
publicised, who was invited to make representations, how those people were
invited to make representations, a summary of the main issues raised and
how they have been taken into consideration in making officer
recommendations to the Planning and Highways committee for determining
the applications.

2.2

It is prepared as a background paper to accompany the Planning and
Highways Committee Report, reporting on the outcomes of the consultation in
full.
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3.0

Valid applications and publication of them

3.1

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 sets out the
requirements for valid neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area
applications.

3.2

Regulation 8 applies for the designation of a neighbourhood forum and
requires an application to include:






the name of the proposed forum;
a copy of the written constitution of the proposed neighbourhood
forum;
the name of the neighbourhood area to which the application
relates and a map which identifies the area;
the contact details of at least one member of the proposed
neighbourhood forum to be made public under regulations 9 and
10; and
a statement which explains how the proposed neighbourhood
forum meets the conditions contained in section 61F (5) of the
1990 Act.

3.3

Regulation 5 applies for the designation of a neighbourhood area and requires
an application to include:
 a map which identifies the area to which the area application
relates;
 a statement explaining why this area is considered appropriate
to be designated as a neighbourhood area; and
 a statement that the organisation or body making the areas
application is a relevant body for the purpose of section 61G of
the 1990 Act.

3.4

Valid applications were submitted for the designation of a Wrenthorpe
neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area which were publicised in
accordance with regulation 9 (forum) and regulation 6 (area) of the 2012
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations; requiring the applications to be
publicised on the Council’s website and in such other manner as they
consider is likely to bring the applications to the attention of people who live,
work or carry on business in the area to which the application relates.

3.5

Copies of the applications and details of how to make representations and the
date by which representations must be received by, were set out on the
website and in the Statement of Representation Procedure, printed copies
were also available. A statement that if a designation is made, no other
organisation or body may be designated for the neighbourhood area until that
designation expires or is withdrawn, was also made.

3.6

At a later stage, regulation 14, which relates to the consultation on a draft
neighbourhood plan, it requires specific consultation of bodies referred to in
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the Regulations whose interest the
4
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qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals of the
neighbourhood plan. Regulation 14 consultation is led by the qualifying body.
Consultation at the forum and area designation stage also identified farms
and churches in the local area, community groups and a government body
considered relevant to the application area who were contacted directly.
3.7

The Council is committed to carry out effective engagement with all relevant
citizens and the applications were publicised wider than the details set out in
the Wakefield SCI (adopted, 2018) and the 2012 Neighbourhood Regulations,
by contacting those above and also by notifying all local ward members and
neighbouring local ward authorities. There are no adjoining parish or town
councils which required notification.

4.0

Who was consulted and methods used

4.1

The Council uses a consultation database (Objective – commercial software
designed for consultation by the public sector) which holds details of people
who have made comments and/or expressed an interest to be kept informed
about the progress of preparing planning documents. The database was used
to identify people who live within the postcode area starting ‘WF2 0’ and also
relevant ‘WF1 2’ addresses to cover the application area. These individuals
were contacted directly via their preferred method of contact, post or email.
See Appendix A for Objective details.

4.2

To reach as many interested parties as possible, details from business rates
were provided from the Council’s Business Rates team and used to contact
businesses operating in the application area. The applications were also
publicised in the local press, with public notices in both of the districts local
papers (Appendix B).

4.3

Printed copies of the neighbourhood forum and area applications were made
available at the Wrenthorpe Village Hall and at the Council’s main office
‘Wakefield One’, made available in the Customer Access Point (CAP) and
Local Studies Library, including comment forms. A poster and the statement
of representation procedure were displayed in the CAP to promote the
consultation detailing where information was available and how to make
comments.

4.4

Copies of the poster produced by the Council were provided to the proposed
forum to display in locations they considered fit. A list of where they were
displayed is within Appendix C. The posters were placed within and around
the boundary on the application are, during the consultation period, based on
the resources available to the Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum.

4.5

The consultation was also promoted by the use of social media using the
Council’s Where I Live Facebook - Wakefield North West site. The
consultation was also promoted by the forum’s open Facebook page, to help
reach as many interested parties as possible and other community groups
Facebook groups from Wrenthorpe. Copies of the posts and relevant links are
available in Appendix D. Members of the proposed Wrenthorpe
5
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neighbourhood forum have meet with relevant interested parties where
requested and attended meetings of the Community Association and
WREN’s. They have also been available at the Village Hall to answer
questions during the consultation.
4.6

Within the Council, relevant planning colleagues were notified by email of the
Council receiving the valid applications and the public consultation of them.
The Council’s Neighbourhood Manager, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator and
engagement/outreach officers were notified and the Council’s Communication
and Campaigns Manager.

4.7

By carrying out the above consultation activities, the consultation reached a
wider audience than that required by the Regulations and SCI. The
consultation has been criticised for not reaching more interested parties
located outside the application area. The Council and the proposed
Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum acknowledge that the consultation can be
widened further, in moving forward, to reach those interested adjoining the
proposed neighbourhood area boundary, where relevant.

4.8

The consultation sent 306 notifications of the applications to designate a
Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area, which included
184 letters and 122 emails to the following groups. Some groups received
more than one notification due to different roles within community groups and
some residents also have businesses operating in the neighbourhood area:
Type of consultee
District Councillors
Adjoining local
authorities
Individuals/residents
Businesses
Schools
Farms
Churches
Community
groups/clubs
Government Bodies
Forum members
Parish or town councils
Voluntary bodies
Other

4.9

Number of people contacted
63 local councillors representing the 21 wards in
the district were notified of the consultation by
email on 20 June 2019, via email
7 including Bradford Council who was also
notified, via email
38
126
5
6
3
8
1 (Network Rail)
43
0
1
1

Details of the applications were publicised on the Council’s website, in line
with the Regulations, in three locations. A Wrenthorpe neighbourhood plan
webpage was created within the neighbourhood planning section. The
planning policy ‘information and latest’ news webpage was updated asking for
views on the applications submitted. Thirdly, the information was also
provided on the Council’s ‘consultation page’ under the ‘About the council’
6
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section of the website. The relevant website links and copies of the website
pages can be viewed in Appendix E. Details on the website, the consultation
poster and statement of representation procedure set out where the
information was available to view, how to make comments and by when.
5.0

Consultation outcomes and main issues raised

5.1

The table below details how many comments were received overall and the
methods used to submit those comments. Questions were asked about the
proposed neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area proposed. In total
58 comments were made expressing views regarding the proposed forum.
The comments are set out in full in the separate appendix report to this
document; (Appendix F).
Wrenthorpe Neighbourhood
Forum and Area (WNFA)
Applications
130
45

Number of comments received
Web via Objective (online
consultation portal)

http://consult.wakefield.gov.uk/portal

Email
Letter
Inadmissible*
Unprocessed
Number of processed responses

8
72
5
0
125

*inadmissible - due to technical issues and/or duplicated comments, no comments were invalid/rejected.

5.2

All comments received by email and post were entered fully into Objective
and made available to view publicly at the above link. Respondents included
members of the public, landowners, agents, local councillors and an adjoining
council. Further an internal response from the Council’s Conservation Officer
was received, asking questions about the proposed boundary and focus of the
proposed neighbourhood plan.

5.3

The table below shows the number of responses to the consultation questions
regarding the designation of the neighbourhood area:
Responses
Questions
Yes
No
Not Specified
Do you think the
45
75
5
boundary is
(36%)
(60%)
(4%)
appropriate?
Do you think the
boundary should be
changed?
If you think the
boundary should be
changed please say
why
Do you think the area
identified is suitable
for designation as a
neighbourhood area?

74
(59.2)

45
(36%)

6
(4.8%)

80

45

0

50
(40%)

67
(53.6%)

8
(6.4%)
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5.4

The consultation questions asked for reasons why if people thought the
boundary should be changed. It also asked if the boundary was considered
appropriate as well as asking if the area identified was considered suitable for
designation as a neighbourhood area.

5.5

Out of the responses submitted, 40% of respondents think the area identified
is suitable for designation as a neighbourhood area, compared to 53.6% who
do not. The figures are higher for those who think the boundary is not
appropriate and if the boundary should be changed, as set out in the above
table. The results include 54 letters of signed objections from residents
boarding the proposed neighbourhood area boundary, received at the end of
the consultation period, relating to the Silcoates Park area of the district.

5.6

Representations have been received in support of the proposed Wrenthorpe
neighbourhood forum and their work. The main issues raised regarding the
designation of the Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum are summarised as:







5.7

possible conflicts of interest, political influence and elected members
being members of the forum;
amendments to the constitution recommended,
concerns regarding the consultation and consulting wider with
Kirkhamgate residents and those outside the neighbourhood area in
Ward 17;
unproven track record of the forum;
false statements made in the application details regarding the
consultation; and
concerns were raised over the neighbourhood area it would represent.

Representations have been received in support of the Wrenthorpe
neighbourhood area proposed. The main issues raised regarding the
designation of the proposed Wrenthorpe neighbourhood area are summarised
as:









alerting existing boundaries and residents not wanting to be included in
the proposed Wrenthorpe neighbourhood area;
concerns regarding the consultation of the applications, lack of
consultation with Ward 17 local elected members and residents outside
but boarding the proposed neighbourhood area;
inclusion of land from Ward 17 in the proposed neighbourhood area
including area with flood alleviations works and the meadows;
inclusion of Green Belt to the west of Wrenthorpe in the proposed area;
inclusion of Melbourne House, Carr Gate Road in the boundary;
inclusion of Lindale Hill amenity area;
the proposed area being disproportionate; and
suggested amendments to the neighbourhood area boundary have
been provided.
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6.0

Wrenthorpe Neighbourhood Forum and Area Applications (WNFA) Council’s response/actions

6.1

A separate appendix to this report (Appendix F) contains all of the
consultation comments received to the applications to designate a
Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area, and the Council’s
responses and required actions to them. This shows how all comments
received have taken into consideration.

6.2

This report is a background paper reporting to the Planning and Highways
Committee Report, which sets out officers’ recommendations for the
designation of the Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum (WNF) and Wrenthorpe
neighbourhood area (WNA). The applications to designate the WNF and WNA
are due to be determined at the Planning and Highway Committee meeting on
the 12 September 2019.

6.3

In brief, and it is recommended that the Council’s responses and actions in
Appendix F document and the Planning and Highways Committee report are
also read in full, the officers recommended preferred option, after careful
consideration of all the details, is to approve the Wrenthorpe neighbourhood
forum and Wrenthorpe neighbourhood area applications, as submitted. Other
options are proposed for the Planning and Highways Committee members to
consider in reaching the decisions on whether to designate the proposed
forum and area. This includes the recommended amendments to the
boundary, as set out in comments received during the consultation period.
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APPENDICES
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Objective (Consultation database) details
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APPENDIX A
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APPENDIX B
Press Notices
Wakefield Express (20/06/19)
Castleford and Pontefract Express (20/06/19)
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APPENDIX C

Consultation poster
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Poster used in promoting the consultation of the Wrenthorpe Neighbourhood
Forum and Area applications displayed in the customer access point in
Wakefield One
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Printed copies available in the Local studies reference library, Wakefield One
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List of locations where the proposed Wrenthorpe neighbourhood forum placed
posters during the consultation period:
1) Bradford Road outside Piccadilly Motors on a lamppost.
2) Bradford Road outside Double Happiness on a lamppost.
3) Bradford Road near bus stop next to Cricket Club on a lamppost.
4) Bradford Road opposite Asquiths livery stables on a lamppost.
5) Potovens Lane near bus stop opposite Mount Avenue on a lamppost.
6) Brandy Carr Road outside Melbourne House on a lamppost.
7) Brandy Carr Road opposite Kirkhamgate sign on a lamppost.
8) Jerry Clay Lane outside Jerry Clay Academy on a lamppost.
9) Wrenthorpe Road near bus stop outside St Ann's church on a lamppost.
10) Imperial Avenue opposite the garage on a lamppost.
11) Wrenthorpe Road on the litter next to the bus stop opposite Southfield Close.
12) Wrenthorpe Road on the litter bin next to bus stop between Southfield Close and
Wrenthorpe Lane.
13) Wrenthorpe Road next to George Newton House on a lamppost.
14) Wrenthorpe Road on a lamppost outside the Sports and Social Club.
15) Wrenthorpe Park on the pavilion.
16) Wrenthorpe Park on a little bin near the play area.
17) Wrenthorpe Lane on a lamppost near Sunnyhill Stores.
18) Wrenthorpe Lane on a lamppost opposite Lindale Grove.
19) Wrenthorpe Lane on a lamppost next to a bus stop at the entrance to Sunny Hill
Gardens.
20) Silcoates Lane on a lamppost next to The Rec.
21) Silcoates Lane opposite Silcoates Drive near the school on a lamppost.
22) Batley Road on a telegraph pole next to the Alverthorpe sign.
23) Batley Road on a lamppost next to a bus stop outside number 318.
24) Batley Road on a lamppost outside 1 Southview Drive (new estate).
25) Bradford Road outside the Royal Spice on a lamppost.
26) Silcoates Street entrance to the park on the litter bin.
27) Hornbeam Avenue entrance to park on a bollard in the footpath.
28) Gentian Court entrance to park on a bollard in the footpath.
29) Meadow Lane entrance to park on a lamppost.
30) Fox Lane entrance to park on a lamppost, Bradford Road side of the railway.
31) Displayed in Tillybods window at the junction of Bradford Road and Wrenthorpe
Road.
32) Kirkhamgate, Brandy Carr Road adjacent to Lindale Lane on a lamppost.
33) Kirkhamgate, Brandy Carr Road just south of the school on a lamppost.
34) Kirkhamgate, Brandy Carr Road outside the village hall on a lamp post.
35) Kirkhamgate, Batley Road outside the shops on a lamppost.
36) Kirkhamgate, Batley Road outside Shawfold Cars garage & adjacent to
Kirkhamgate fish and chip shop on a lamppost.
37) Kirkhamgate, Batley Road adjacent to the Star Inn car park on a lamppost.
The poster was also distributed to: properties in Wrenthorpe, the Post Office, New
Pot Oil, New Wheel, Wrenthorpe Sports and Social Club, Tillybods, Village Hall, Gills
Mini Market, Royal Spice, Sunny Hill Stores and Double Happiness.
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APPENDIX D
Social Media
Where I Live – Wakefield North West Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/WakefieldNorthWestWhereILive/

Wrenthorpe Community Association Facebook page (posted 21/06/19):
https://www.facebook.com/Wrenthorpecommunityassociation
Wrenthorpe Environmental society (various dates):
https://www.facebook.com/pg/WrenthorpeEnvironmentalSociety/posts/
Wrenthorpe Neighbourhood Forum Facebook page (posted 20/06/19 and
24/06/19):
https://www.facebook.com/WrenthorpeForum/
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APPENDIX E
Website details
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/planning/policy/neighbourhood-planning/wrenthorpeneighbourhood-plan
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http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/planning/policy/information-news
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/have-your-say
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APPENDIX F

See separate Appendix F to this report for all comments received
and Council’s response/action to them.
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