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MONEY AND DEBT - SPECIAL EDITION - TALK MONEY WEEK 9-13 NOVEMBER

#PlanAhead

Uncertainty will continue for some time to come. Plus dark nights, shorter, grey days and more of us working
from home, furloughed or facing redundancy. It can be very isolating, especially if you are worrying about
money as well ... And Christmas is about 10 weeks away. Here are some tips to help you stretch your money:
- Set a weekly budget and stick to it. Ask yourself "Do I need it? Can I afford it? Will I use it? Is it worth it?"
- Speak to your mortgage provider or landlord if you're struggling - they may be able to lower your payments
- You might qualify for a mortgage payment holiday but you will need to ask your lender before 31 October
- Paying high interest rates on credit card balances? Look for cards that offer balance transfers with 0% interest
- Check your mobile phone contract and swap to a Sim only deal only if you are out of your contract period·
- Speak to your car insurers if you are not commuting to work or for business use, you may be able to pay less
- Why not suggest "Secret Santa" this year? This way everyone buys 1 present instead of buying for all
- Don't get sucked into "offers" and "deals" especially around Black Friday. Do your homework and shop around
- Fee on your bank account? Switching could save you money - and the bank does all the switching for you
- Never changed your energy provider? Switching to a new tariff or provider could save you ££££££s
- Small sized household? A water meter could be much cheaper than a standard bill - up to 50% cheaper
- Paying for more than 1 prescription a month? A pre-payment certificate will be much cheaper

Asking for help is often the most difficult thing to do! Since March over 2.8m people
missed or are behind on at least 1 bill. You are not alone!

The Money Smart and Homeowner Support Team are here to help so
don't worry alone, get in touch.
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/housing/energy/money-smart

Council Tax help for the most vulnerable

Struggling with dementia or learning difficulties can be a real challenge. If you know
or care for someone with a severe mental health impairment, they might qualify for
reduced or zero Council Tax payments. More information and the application form
can be found at https://bit.ly/34KPK60
Anyone can ask to spread their council tax bill over 12 months instead of the usual 10,
so it's good way to smooth your monthly outgoings.
We have new leaflets plus
information on our social media
pages. Please get in touch if you
would like some leaflets, to refer a
client or to arrange for us to visit and
talk about our schemes

01924 305887/ 01924 305892
@wakefieldenergy
@wakefieldenergy
energyteam@wakefield.gov.uk
moneysmart@wakefield.gov.uk
www.wakefield.gov.uk/energy

