Awesome August!

The school holidays can seem like a long time to keep the kids occupied, so we’ve put
together an easy planner with ideas at each of our sites - most of them are free!

Can’t visit us in person? Why not visit our Wakefield Museums & Castles YouTube channel to discover crafts you can do at home https://bit.ly/MusCas_CraftVlogs

Creative Castleford

Made in Pontefract

Sensory Summer

Outdoor Explorations

Step into History

Try different drop-in activities and trails each
week!
Running Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, 10am - 3pm
• Week beginning 1st
- Industry
• Week beginning 8th - Fantastic Fashion
• Week beginning 15th - Seaside
• Week beginning 22nd - Tools and Tech

Each Wednesday, 10am - 3pm, drop into
Pontefract Museum to discover the secret
science of how locally made objects were
created, with hands-on activities and crafts.
• 3rd - Glass and colour
• 10th - Clockwork
• 17th - Creations
• 24th - Liquorice
• 31st - Sounds of Pontefract’s Past

Use your senses to explore our collections
- a different one each Thursday!
• 4th Touch - drop-in 10am - 3pm
• 11th Smell
- bookable
• 18th Sound - drop-in 10am - 3pm
• 25th Taste - bookable

Visit Sandal Castle any day to explore the ruins.
What can you see in the surrounding area?
We also recommend a walk to Pugney’s
Country Park where you can look back on the
castle in all its glory!

Join us as we explore a different theme each
week through August. There will be free
creative crafts and fun outdoor activities.
Monday - Saturday 10am - 3pm
• 1st - 6th Victorian Historians
• 8th - 13th Medieval Mele
• 15th - 20th Tomfoolery
• 22nd - 27th Attack and Defence during the
		 Civil Wars

To book your places visit
https://bit.ly/WMandCTickets

Relaxed Opening 				
each Friday 10am - 3pm
• The museum will turn off interactives that
make sounds when visitors press buttons.
• The lights in the museum will be set as
normal. However, due to the nature of our
collections the light and sound levels may
vary in different areas of the museum.
• Our staff can advise on the displays and
activities so please do ask questions.
• We have ear defenders available upon
request. We have a small pop-up space if
you need to go somewhere enclosed from
other visitors.

Rainbow Colours

We’re All in this Together (Rachel List)
Explore the bright and colourful lockdown art
of Rachel List, Pontefract’s own street artist.
See vibrant murals, watch films of Rachel’s
experiences and add your own lockdown
stories to our rainbow of memories.
Usual museum opening hours apply (see over),
entrance free.

A World of Good exhibition
Find out how to be kinder to nature in our
immersive exhibition, all about Charles
Waterton and his campaigns for the
environment.
Make a pledge to take action - at home, in the
garden, at work, or in your lifestyle.
Usual museum opening hours apply (see over),
entrance free.

One way to remember the order of the colours
in a rainbow is with the rhyme:

Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain
The history of Sandal Castle is thought to have
inspired this well-known rhyme.
We can see a rainbow when it is sunny in part
of the sky and raining in another.
A rainbow is seen as an arc or curved line.
The colours from the top of the arc down are:
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and
violet
Pop over to Wakefield Museum to see objects
discovered from Sandal Castle (see over for
opening times).

Dungeon Tours
Soak in the atmosphere of this eerie
underground space, discover the history of
the dungeon and see where Civil War prisoners
scratched their names into the rock.
Tours run every Saturday and Sunday at
10.45am and 11.30am and last around 40
minutes. Please note that places are currently
limited to 10 people per tour.
Tickets can be pre-booked online Adults £3.90.
Child (5-16 years) £2.20 with any remaining
tickets available on the day.
To book your places visit 		
https://bit.ly/WMandCTickets

Family Fun every Saturday at our Museums 11am – 3pm
Drop-in activity for ages 3+
Did you know all our sites are ‘50 Things To Do Before You Are 5’ champions?
Find out more about 50 Things at https://wakefield.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome
or https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/sport-health-and-leisure/healthy-living/first-steps/50-things-to-do-before-5

Visit our museums and castles to tick off activities such as:
Number 11 – Making Connections
Number 15 – Dressing up
Number 30 - Yummy Picnic

Number 37 – Show and Tell
Number 40 – Happy History
Number 49 – Grass Gazing

Free entry to all sites
• Wakefield Museum, in Wakefield One on Burton Street,
Wakefield, is open Monday & Tuesday 9am-5pm,
Wednesday & Thursday 9am-7pm, Friday 9am-5pm and
Saturday 9am-4pm.
@WakefieldMuseum

• Pontefract Museum on Salter Row is open Monday to
Friday, 10am-4.30pm and 10.30am-4.30pm on Saturdays.

Colour our Collection
This glass boat is part of the Wakefield Museums & Castles
collection.
Although sold as a souvenir of Great Yarmouth, it was made
and hand painted by Bagley and Co. Ltd in Knottingley.
Holidaymakers in the 1950s-70s might have brought one of
these home from their travels!

@PontefractMuseum

• Castleford Museum on Carlton Street is open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am-5pm and Saturday
9.30am-4pm. It’s closed on Wednesdays and Sundays.
@CastlefordMuseumOfficial

• Pontefract Castle Summer Opening Hours 			
(1 April – 30 September):
l

l

Grounds: 									
Monday – Friday: 8:30am – 5pm 					
Saturday & Sunday: 9:30am – 5pm
Visitor Centre and Gift Shop: 						
Tuesday – Sunday: 10am – 4pm						
Monday: Closed

@Pontefractcastle

• Sandal Castle has a small car park with limited spaces.
Parking is free and the site is open at all times. Please do
not park along the road to Sandal Castle as this prevents
access for emergency vehicles. The car park is open 9am
– 7.45pm (April to September)
@sandalcastle

For more information about what’s on in your local area visit:
https://experiencewakefield.co.uk/
http://wakefieldmuseumsandlibraries.blogspot.com/
@WFMuseums
@PonteCastle
@WakefieldMuseums

