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The Citizen online
The way people prefer to read their news
is changing, therefore so are we!
70% of residents have asked us for an
online version of Council news, so this will
be the last time The Citizen will be landing
on your door mat.
But we’re launching The Citizen online so
you can keep up-to-date with all the latest
Council news - as soon as it’s announced!
And not only will you be able to access
the news more quickly and easily than
ever before, it is a more cost effective
and environmentally friendly way to keep
you informed. This supports our important
pledge to be carbon neutral by 2030.

Ventnor Way car park Osset

t.

 upport for electric
S
vehicle users
As part of our commitment to support the wider
district to become carbon neutral, we are involved
in an initiative to improve access to green fuels.
A network of 18 rapid charging points for electric
vehicles are being installed across the district.
The first green rapid charging points are in place at
West Street car park, Normanton; Stuart Road (Tesco)
car park, Pontefract; Ventnor Way car park, Ossett;
and Turton Street car park, Wakefield. Others will be
coming online over the next few months.
The new charging points enable electric vehicles to be
re-charged quickly, with the electricity coming from

You can also sign-up for our regular
Citizen email, which will feature the
week’s top news stories, events and
campaigns. It’s totally free and delivered
straight to your inbox.
Visit citizen.wakefield.gov.uk and to
sign-up click Subscribe.

Your feedback
Let us know if you have any views or
comments about this edition. Email us at
thecitizen@wakefield.gov.uk
Or write to us at Room 12a, Town Hall,
Wood Street, FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE
Wakefield WF1 2HQ.
Disclaimer: To the best of our knowledge
the information in The Citizen is accurate
and reliable at time of publication.

100% renewable energy sources which will also
help to improve local air quality.
As an incentive to change to cleaner vehicles,
the electricity from the chargepoints is free until
October 2021.
The scheme is run in partnership with the West
Yorkshire Combined Authority and Engie Power Ltd.
To find out more about chargepoints’ locations
and to register to use them visit:
https://ev.engie.co.uk/wyca.html
See page 8 for more on action to tackle climate change.

A cutting edge creative development for the district
As part of our vision to make Wakefield
the creative heart of the North we will be
transforming the former Market Hall on
Union Street into an exciting hub for artists
and creative businesses.
Wakefield was one of only five councils in the
country to receive a slice of the £20million Cultural
Development Fund, provided by the Government.
This multi-million pound funding will help us to
refurbish the iconic former Wakefield Market Hall,
linking up cultural organisations, businesses,
entrepreneurs, influencers and creative students
with each other and with key players across the
creative sector, providing business support and an
abundance of learning and showcase opportunities.
Additional aspects to the project include: the
creation of a research and development centre the Innovation Hub, based in Production Park in
South Kirby, to include managed spaces for creative
businesses; the Creative Wakefield Network providing a forum for creatives from across the

sector, from digital and gaming, culture and heritage,
performing arts and everything in between.
The project will also focus on providing local
creatives, whether they be organisations or
individuals, with the opportunity to develop and
showcase their talent to a wider audience.
The development will also build upon the widescale
strengths in culture and creativity already available
across the district.
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Work is underway to
transform Rutland Mills

THE NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM
AT WAKEFIELD COUNCIL
ease the problems now. Our ‘more money in
my pocket’ initiatives offer practical help on
how to save money, reduce outgoings and
support more people into jobs. We’ve also got
a successful Step Up programme which is
offering opportunities to learn new skills, take
up training and improve work prospects.

You may have heard it said that 2020
is the last chance to bring the world
together to tackle climate change. We
believe we need to seize this opportunity
and are determined that Wakefield
Council will play its part in protecting the
environment for generations to come.

Work has started on site at the historic
Rutland Mills complex at Wakefield Waterfront.
Over the next three years, £21m will be
spent to restore and convert five mill
buildings into a cultural destination for
the north of England by transforming
the riverside area to benefit people and
businesses.
Rutland Mills is a key part of the
Wakefield Waterfront Master Plan, which
began in 2007, to regenerate the historic
area and its 10 acres of land.
The plan, now in its final phase, will see
Developer, City & Provincial Properties,
which is responsible for a creative media
hub in London, creating a ‘northern
extension’ to their Tileyard London brand,
promoting jobs, opportunities for local
people and championing independent
artists and businesses.
The development will house music
studios, a boutique hotel, spaces for
artists, retail outlets, cafes, offices, a
food market eatery and an educational
space. It will also bring jobs, investment
and people from all over the region to

the city for entertainment at the vibrant
destination.
The work is the final piece in the jigsaw
of the regeneration of the riverside area,
which in an earlier phase led to the creation
of the world renowned Hepworth Wakefield
which is adjacent to Rutland Mills.
The redevelopment also supports the
Council’s Economic Strategy, which is
to encourage jobs and skills in creative
industries and growth by unlocking
continued development at the Waterfront.
The works are programmed to be
completed by the end of 2022.
The regeneration of Rutland Mills is to
receive £2.89 million from the Leeds City
Region Enterprise Partnership (the LEP),
delivered in partnership with the West
Yorkshire Combined Authority, through
the Leeds City Region Growth Deal a £1 billion package of government
investment to accelerate growth and
create jobs across the Leeds City Region.

What we do now and over the next few
years will have a fundamental impact on our
future. Our focus will be on making the right
changes to the way the Council works and
take action to improve the district’s air quality
and environment for our residents. We know
we’ll need to make some bold decisions
and as part of our 2020/21 budget we’ll be
investing £18m to support some of the early
but significant changes we need to make.
Tackling poverty is also at the forefront of our
agenda. As well as working on a longer term
solution, we know people need support to

2020 is already proving to be a busy and
exciting year across the district. We’ve got a
renewed focus on issues which you told us
matters most to you, including keeping the
streets clean, tackling anti-social behaviour,
maintaining our roads and looking after
adults and children. We are driving forward
with partners on plans and bids to re-vitalise
our city and town centres and we’ve also
got some fantastic events this summer in
Pontefract, Castleford and Knottingley, as well
as an exciting big summer festival planned for
the city centre. Keep an eye on the Council
website for details nearer the time.
We both care about our residents and our
district and you have our commitment that
we will do everything we can to support
people and businesses to thrive, now and
in the future.

Leader, Cllr Denise Jeffery and
Deputy Leader Cllr Jack Hemingway

Investment to enhance
indoor and outdoor markets
We are investing over £4.8million into the district’s markets.
By enhancing the quality and the look
and feel of the markets, the aim is to
attract new traders and customers,
ensuring they continue to play a key
role in our city and town centres.
Outdoor markets in Wakefield, Ossett,
Pontefract and Castleford will benefit
from more attractive stalls and
promotional banners to better promote
their days of operation.
We will also be modernising
Castleford and Pontefract market
halls and reconfiguring South Elmsall
and Normanton markets to improve

links to the high street.
The investment will provide financial
support for traders who wish to
modernise their own units. This
will help with the overall visual
improvement of the market and,
alongside training and development
opportunities, provide traders with a
chance to develop their business.
Subject to planning approvals, we are
hopeful that work will begin on each
site later this year and be completed
by summer 2021.
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New ideas for city
and town centres
We are working on plans to help
transform our high streets.

transform how the city is used by attracting
visitors and residents to stay for longer
and to visit more often. This is part of our
economic strategy for our district.

Last summer we were successful in
progressing to the next stage of bidding for
Wakefield to receive a £675m share of the
Future High Streets Fund.
We held a series of consultations earlier in
the year to show you the ideas that could
reshape the city centre. This included our
ambitious plans for a new cultural hub in
the former BHS building and to create a new
welcoming public square by demolishing
some existing buildings and improving links
through the city centre.
We will be putting forward a strong business
case in April to seek Government funding to
support our ambitious plans which is the next
stage of the process.
If successful, we could receive up to £25m
additional funding. The ambition is to

Additionally, Wakefield and Castleford
have also been given the opportunity to
bid into a £3.6bn Government ‘Towns Fund’
scheme to improve transport, broadband
connectivity, skills and culture.
One hundred places have been asked to
develop proposals for Town Funds.
We will be working with a wide range of
partners on plans. Our aim is have the
greatest possible impact on our town and
city centres, by making the most of any
Government investment that we receive.
If you would like to know more email
majorprojects@wakefield.gov.uk
Or call and ask for the Regeneration Team
on 0345 8 506 506

Wakefield District
Local Plan 2036 - Update

Get online
Free use of computers including
internet access and wi-fi is available in
all our libraries. We also offer A4 and
A3 colour printing, photocopying and
scanning facilities (charges apply)
New to the digital world? We can help
you get started using a computer and to
get the most out of your new gadgets.
Call in for a chat at your local library

about getting more confident online.
Ask about our free beginners’ computer
courses and digital help sessions.
Find out more at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/libraries
Email lib.admin@wakefield.gov.uk
or call 01924 302210
@WFlibraries
Wakefield Libraries

Sign up for MyAccount
We are progressing with the Local Plan –
which guides development in our district.
The Plan provides a blue-print and
policies on jobs, homes, recreation and
leisure facilities, the district’s heritage and
protecting the environment, until 2036.
The aim is to improve the quality of the
places we live in and visit to ensure that
investment and prosperity is spread
across the district.
Last year, we held a public consultation
in which over 1,600 of you took part and
shared your views.
Your comments and feedback have
helped us to shape the latest version of
the Plan. It will ensure that developments
are located in appropriate places, that the

quality of development is raised, that we
help tackle climate change and improve
people’s health and wellbeing.
In spring we will be consulting on the
‘Publication Draft’ of the Plan - when you
will have another opportunity to comment
on the proposals.
After this the plan will be submitted to
the Government for examination by an
independent Planning Inspector starting
towards the end of year.
For more information visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/wdlp2036
or email wdlp@wakefield.gov.uk

You can register to be informed of the next
stage at www.consult@wakefield.gov.uk

We want customers to be able to help themselves, and access the right
information, for the right services at the right time.
We have promised to have digital services so good that you want to use them,
be able to track progress with your service requests easily and get useful
information, advice and guidance. One way to make this happen is through
‘MyAccount’. Join the 55,000 people who are using it.
By signing up to MyAccount you can report a pothole or find your next bin
collection date. You can make a payment (council tax, business rates, garden
waste, bulky waste) www.wakefield.gov.uk/payonline and renew a library
book www.wakefield.gov.uk/librariesonline
Do you want to be able to view details of your Council Tax account online,
including the outstanding balance and other useful information?
You can now sign up for paperless Council Tax bills online through MyAccount.
It will only take a few moments to go to ‘Council Tax and Benefits’ section in
MyAccount. You’ll need to have a copy of your latest bill to register. Once you
have signed up for paperless bills, you’ll receive an email instead of your Council
Tax bills through the post.
So, as well as being useful for you, as we issue around 315,000 Council Tax bills
every year, going digital can help us to save money on printing and postage too.
Visit our website at www.wakefield.gov.uk/online and register now.
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Update on district developments
As part of our plans to regenerate the district we are working on projects that make
a difference to residents, businesses and visitors.

Knottingley and Ferrybridge
Masterplan

Here’s an update on projects that were completed last year and developments up and running.

Wakefield
We created a new waterfront car park last summer, to
provide visitor parking for both The Hepworth Wakefield
and for the new development at Rutland Mills.
The former Snooty Fox pub has been demolished and
Chantry House demolition is underway. A temporary
green space will be created in the summer. We are
in discussions with developers about opportunities
that could be developed on this Kirkgate site.

We are awaiting a decision on the £18.9m Housing
Infrastructure Bid to get funding for essential
infrastructure investment including a new school,
footbridge, flood defences and flood protection which
would enable delivery of over 3,000 new homes in
Castleford over 20 years. A decision is expected soon.

Pontefract
A Pontefract Masterplan is underway which aims
to bring forward proposals to reconnect the town
centre to communities, transport hubs, the castle
and the racecourse.
	£1m has been allocated from the Streets for People
project to make improvements to Horsefair, and make
the area that connects the castle and the town centre
more pedestrian friendly and reduce air pollution.

We are preparing a Masterplan for Knottingley,
Ferrybridge and the surrounding area, to set out
a clear vision for regeneration, development and
growth. Feedback from a public consultation is
being used to help prepare for different options
within the study area for the future town centre,
residential and business land uses. We will be
holding consultation events where you can share
your views on the draft Masterplan to help create
a final version. To receive feedback register at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/knottplan

Ossett

Work has been completed on the roof and to
structurally repair the former Crown Court building.
The scaffolding was removed in January. We’re
currently in discussions with potential developers.

Wakefield’s new Christmas Bull Ring lights were
well received, along with two new additional 3D
light sculptures - the skull outside The West
Yorkshire History Centre and the crown outside the
former Crown Court building.

Castleford

Work has started on the new £20.8m leisure
facility in Pontefract park - it will be known as
Aspire@ThePark. It will include a 10-lane, 25 metre
swimming pool, studio pool with moveable floor and
a splash pad water confidence area. It will also boast
a health and fitness gym, exercise studios and a
dedicated spin studio. Customers can enjoy a café,
soft play area and climbing activity area, tennis
courts, full size 3G pitch with outdoor changing and
outdoor accessible toilets and a wellness garden.
Plans are on track to open in spring 2021. To follow
progress visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/aspirepark

South Kirkby

We have been invited by government to apply
for up to £25m from the Town’s Fund, to invest
in Castleford for urban regeneration, skills and
enterprise infrastructure and improvements to
connect the areas.

South Kirkby Enterprise Zone has secured a £2.7m
grant, to extend land for development, creating four
new units on the site and offering the potential for
115 jobs.

We are setting up Castleford Town Taskforce to
take forward an agreed vision for Castleford and
lead the way for future investment. The Town
Investment Plan is currently being developed and is
expected to be submitted in summer.

The funding has come from the Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and is delivered by the
West Yorkshire Combined Authority, through the Leeds
City Region Growth Deal – a package of government
investment to accelerate growth and create jobs.

The library relocation and phase one of the
refurbishment works within the Town Hall is
progressing through planning and final design
stages. The project includes a lift to help customers
to access the library and the first floor of the Town
Hall. Additional refurbishment works are planned.

Bretton Hall
Artfarm have been appointed as Rushbond’s
operation-partner for the redevelopment of Bretton
Hall, to take the creative and operational lead
for the transformation. A Masterplan is being
developed for the rest of the Bretton Hall Estate.

Bridge Homes
P hase one of the Thornes Gate development has
been fully sold. Phase four has started, with the
final homes being released for sale in early 2020.
	The Spring Fields development in Flanshaw has been
launched, with 23 of 55 properties already reserved.
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The Budget 2020/21
We will invest

A budget for growth
We have set a new budget
for 2020/21 which has a focus
on growth and investment. We
are determined to support our
district and help all residents to
thrive and succeed.
During the next financial year we will
invest £248m in services, with no cuts to
front line services.
We also plan to spend £416m from our
Capital Investment programme over the
next three years on schemes to improve
the district’s roads, energy saving street
lighting, schools, new leisure facility and
to deliver our commitment for the Council
to be carbon neutral by 2030.
Thank you to the 2,000 of you that
responded to our consultation. We listened
to what you said. Some of the largest
areas for investment are in services that
you told us were important to you. This
includes keeping the district’s streets and
neighbourhoods clean, looking after adults
and children and maintaining our roads.

£248m
in services

Key areas for investment
This year we are putting resources into
these areas:
•	£700k additional investment in tackling
anti-social behaviour, environmental
crime and supporting the work of
planning and environmental health
teams.
•	£18m investment to support the
Council’s pledge to be carbon neutral
by 2030 - a commitment made in May
2019 when the Council declared a
Climate Emergency.
•	Almost £1m to support people to get
out of poverty - because everyone
should get the chance to thrive.

Efficiencies and savings
We are tackling a funding gap of £20.9m
in 2020/21, which has been caused by
rising costs, like inflation, and a continued
significant demand for services for
vulnerable younger and older people.

•	Making £9m of efficiencies, savings
and additional income help meet the
gap.
•	Generating an extra £2.2m of additional
Council Tax with housing growth.
•	Releasing £6.9m of reserves to support
the district and minimise the impact of
the budget gap on residents.

Council Tax
To help support the services that matter
most to people, we are raising Council Tax
by 1.99%; a decision supported by the
majority of residents in the consultation.
An adult social care precept of 2% is in
place to help meeting rising costs and
demand for services. Overall this will
make the total increase in Council Tax of
3.99% - an extra 71p per week for a Band
A property.
Despite the increase our district will still
have one of the lowest Council Tax levels
in West Yorkshire.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/budget
for more information.

To balance the budget, we are taking
these actions:

Taking action to tackle
anti-social behaviour
Everyone deserves the right to feel safe
and enjoy living in and visiting our district.
Regrettably, a minority of people behave
in a way that is upsetting to others, such
as using intimidating language or
threatening behaviour.
Other people may choose to disregard the
law, by failing to dispose of waste items
in the right way and choose to fly-tip and
dump rubbish in our beautiful district and
countryside instead.

Fly-tipping:
	A vehicle used to fly-tip large items of
waste has been crushed and scrapped
by order of the courts after the owner
was convicted of using the vehicle to
dispose of waste illegally.

	A man who stole £2,000 of razors
belonging to Boots, was sentenced
by magistrates to a Community Order,
ordered to pay £650 in compensation,
and given a CBO.

	Two men were fined £400 when roadside
checks found they were carrying waste
without the correct licence.

	A prolific thief who repeatedly threatened
people in Wakefield city centre and
begged aggressively, received a three
year CBO, which restricts when and
why he can enter the city centre.

	A man who used his vehicle to dump a
plastic shed, was fined and ordered to
pay costs of over £1,700 by magistrates.

We know that tackling anti-social behaviour
	A problematic street drinker was jailed
matters to you and by working with our
by magistrates for eight weeks for
Criminal Behaviour Order (CBO):
partner agencies we are very clear this
threatening staff in a Castleford take	A prolific shop lifter who terrorised shop
behaviour will not be tolerated. We and our
away and under the terms of a CBO,
staff in Airedale for years, received a 30
partners will use the powers available to
banned from Castleford town centre.
month prison sentence and a five year
detect, deter and catch criminals involved
To report anti-social behaviour
CBO, which means he must leave a shop
in waste crimes.
call 0345 8 506 506 or visit
or commercial premises, if asked, and not
Here are some of the enforcement actions
myaccount@wakefield.gov.uk
enter any shop he’s been banned from.
taken in the last financial year.
To report a fly-tipper visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/flytipping

investment
£18m
to support the Council’s
pledge to be carbon
neutral by 2030

£1m

Almost
to support people to
get out of poverty

£9m

Making
of efficiencies
savings and
additional income

Releasing

£6.9m
of reserves

Preventing
sales of
alcohol to
under 18s
A training pack, to help retailers in
our district to reduce their chances of
selling alcohol to under 18s, has been
funded by the Safer Together Partnership.
Representatives from the Council, fire,
police, health services and education are
all members of the Partnership which
aims to jointly find solutions to issues
affecting the district.
The retailer training packs give advice to
off-licence owners on how to train staff in
how to reduce their risk of selling alcohol
to young people.
The packs also highlight the risks of underage drinking, with links to domestic abuse,
and child exploitation, and how to report
any concerns about a vulnerable child.
To find out more visit
www.wakefieldtogether.org.uk
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Extra investment
in our roads
You told us that good roads are important to you. We listened and
are investing £12million more into our roads over the next four years.
This increases our annual
investment from £1m to £3m, in
addition to the £3m we receive from
the Department for Transport grant.
This extra funding means we can
continue to place a significant focus
on the maintenance of residential
streets, footpaths and highway
drainage.
We manage and maintain over
1,500km of roads and over
1,900km of footways, cycle lanes
and tracks.
The road network laid end to end
would stretch further than from
Land’s End to John O’Groats
(which is 1,400km).
The footways network is the
equivalent of climbing the Yorkshire
Three Peaks 48 times.
Throughout the year, our teams
carry out surveys across the whole

road and footway network to
establish its condition and identify
defects that need urgent attention.
Thanks to the pro-active work
that we’ve carried out to protect
the condition of the roads, we’ve
seen an improvement in the overall
condition of the highway network.
The grants we receive also
help to maintain other highway
infrastructure including the
responsibility for 3km of bus lanes,
230 structures, including bridges,
retaining walls and culverts and
18,000 traffic signs.
When making decisions about
the roads we repair, public safety
always comes first and so priority
is given to issues that present the
greatest danger and risk.
The most serious defects are fixed
within 24 hours; other less serious
ones will be completed within a

month. This allows us to plan the
work to minimise congestion on the
roads and be more efficient in the
way we carry out works.
This approach means the main
roads are in good condition and
due to the investment last year,
residential roads are improving
but we have more to do.
A big part of our £12million
investment will include roads
which have continuously suffered
from potholes and been repaired
too often.
Our annual road maintenance
programme for 2020/21 identifies
a planned schedule of work to
maintain and improve roads across
the district and enables us to
prioritise the work we do.
You can find all the details at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/
roads-and-transport

We maintain 227 traffic
signal junctions
and crossings
£12million investment
over 4 years

1,500km of road
That’s the equivalent of travelling between

&
&
John O’Groats

Land’s End

Check you’re registered to vote
Thursday May 7 is polling day for the
district Council elections, when you will
decide who will represent you for the
next three years.

making decisions on running services
in the local area such as education,
transport, planning, housing and leisure.

or address, or any other details have
changed.

Being on the electoral register is
The Police and Crime Commissioner
important as banks, building societies
One third of the Council seats - one in
oversees the running of the local police
and loan companies use it to verify the
each of the Council’s 21 wards - will be up forces. This includes appointing the Chief address of applicants before approving
for election. You must be fully registered Constable, setting the local budget and
loans and bank accounts.
to vote to have your say in May.
deciding what the priorities should be for
Registering is quick and easy. You will
the police in your area. This election is
On the same day you will also be able
need your National Insurance number
held every four years.
to vote to choose West Yorkshire’s next
and date of birth and will need to
Police and Crime Commissioner.
To vote in these elections you must be
register by midnight on Tuesday 21 April.
on the electoral register. It’s important to Visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or,
Local government elections select
check you’re registered, especially if you if you are unsure if you are registered,
councillors who are responsible for
have recently changed your surname

call our Electoral
Services Office
on 01924
305023 and a
member of the
team will check your details for you.
The team can also offer advice about
voting by post or proxy (i.e. nominating
someone to vote on your behalf) if you
are unable to visit a polling station on the
day of the elections. We’ll be updating
our website with information about
registration, candidates, voting and
polling stations.

For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/elections
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identified for solar or
photovoltaic (PV) panel
installation

which would generate

around

900Kw
of energy
reducing carbon
by around

5,200 tonnes

We can all
play our part
We can all reduce our
own carbon footprint
and make where we
live and work greener.
From insulating our homes
to upgrading our boilers
we have a variety of schemes
and energy saving tips.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/
housing/energy
Look out for further updates in the
coming months which will give tips on
what you can do to help us achieve our goal
of being a carbon neutral organisation by 2030.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/climate
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3,441MW and
920 tonnes
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We are predicted to save over
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energy and
carbon reduction
projects already
underway

We have pledged to become a carbon neutral organisation by
2030. Since 1990 we’ve reduced our carbon emissions by 68%
but we know there’s much more to do and we are ready for the
challenge.
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Following a United Nations report published in 2018 warning
of dire consequences if global warming was not urgently
addressed, we have declared a Climate Emergency.

ny
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Action
to tackle
climate
change

We are taking action to tackle climate change.

s
planted t hi

y

In developing our Climate Emergency Action Plan we are firmly
committed to taking the actions that we can to help protect the future of
our planet. We have also committed to supporting the wider district to reduce its carbon emissions.
Carbon emissions from activities such as travelling and heating our homes play a part in causing
rising temperatures leading to global warming.
By focusing our action plan on how we can improve energy efficiency in Council buildings, support
changing vehicles to alternative fuels and plant thousands more trees, we aim to make a difference
and to achieve our carbon neutral goal.

Council buildings

Trees

Solar panels

We are looking to improve the
energy efficiency of Council
buildings and convert heating
systems to become more
environmentally friendly.

As many as 16,000 trees are
being planted in our district
this year, to help offset carbon
emissions. This is a huge
increase, compared to the
average of several hundred trees
per year, in recent years.

We are looking at placing solar
panels or photovoltaic (PV) panels
on Council buildings.

Already 35 energy and carbon
reduction projects are underway
which are predicted to save over
3,441MW and over 920 tonnes of
carbon dioxide.
The projects will include
swapping conventional lighting
for LED lighting at 27 sites. We
will also be upgrading our boilers
and installing solar power across
six sites.
We will be using our land to
generate energy (such as solar
power), looking at alternative
fuels for our vehicle fleet and
considering alternative ways
to travel.

The Woodland Trust has donated
the majority of the trees which
are being planted by the Council,
Wakefield Tree Wardens and
Trees for Cities are also making
a significant contribution.
Community groups and other
volunteers in areas across the
district including Horbury, Ossett,
Hemsworth and Pontefract are
helping with the planting.
We plan to continue planting
many thousands of trees each
year and are developing long
term plans on suitable sites. We
would like landowners who are
interested in planting trees to
contact us on 0345 8 506 506.

Six buildings have so far been
identified - which would generate
around 900Kw of energy and
reducing our carbon by about
5,200 tonnes.
The next stage is to seek
planning permission. If approved
and installed, the panels would
save the Council around £25,000
per year, money that would be
fed back into Council services.
In addition we are starting work
on installing PV panels on the
Chesneys Centre in Featherstone
that will generate around 90kw
of energy, enough to run the
building and potentially feed
some electricity back into the
grid. The work will include an
electric vehicle charging point
fed from the PV panels.
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has been set up to support
more people into jobs, get
access to the right benefits and
reduce household expenditure,
such as fuel and food bills.
We know it can be challenging
to juggle different demands,
like paying the bills, dealing
with the rising cost of living
and with unexpected expenses
– like the boiler breaking down
or the sudden loss of a job.

More money
in my pocket
Everyone wants to make the most of the money they
have. It may be you want to manage your day to day
costs as well as making plans for the future.
Although the solution to long-term poverty is rooted in
education, skills and wider economic development
issues, immediate practical solutions can ease costs
and burdens on those with low incomes.
We want to play our part in helping people to help
themselves.
Our £1.5m ‘More Money in My Pocket’ programme

Listening to
our young people
The voices of children and young
people across our district are extremely
important to us.

Our programme is a new and improved version of
programmes that the Council had been offering, with
expert advice so that people can use the information
to help themselves. It covers several areas, including
how to save cash by reducing outgoings such as
energy bills.

Over 120 young people took part in last
year’s event, along with their parents, carers
and other professionals, which also included
a guest speaker and other fun activities.

Or, if you are a pensioner you may not realise you
could be eligible for pension credit. It’s designed
to top up the finances of pensioners whose income
falls below certain minimum levels. There is also a
saving credit for pensioners who have saved for
retirement and have a small amount of income
from a private pension. For more information visit
www.gov.uk/pension-credit/how-to-claim
Our website has much more information on
how we might be able to work with you to improve
your money, housing, jobs and health.
To find out more visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/moneyinmypocket

Working with partners the programme aims to expand
existing money advice services to reach an additional
1,200 families over two years, with the scheme open
to anyone who rents or owns their home.
The Council’s Money Smart service are working with
WDH Cash Wise to provide a ‘one-stop-shop’ that can
offer advice in a number of areas.
By reviewing your financial circumstances you
can get a package of support to maximise your

Since last year’s event, young people who
were involved in the summit have formed a
Children and Young People’s Forum, which
meets monthly to discuss issues relevant to
young people, designed a Build Our Futures
webpage, contributed to the district’s
Children and Young People’s Plan and
worked on an Anti-Bullying Campaign.

That’s why, for the second year running,
we’ll be holding an event to celebrate our
young people and how they can help shape
the future of our district.
The Build Our Futures Summit will take
place on Saturday 16 May and gives
children and young people the opportunity
to tell us about the issues that matter most
to them and how we can help them be the
best that they can be through the services
we provide.

income and reduce your outgoings. To find out more,
contact WDH’s Cash Wise team on 01977 724651,
email cashwise@wdh.co.uk or visit
www.getcashwise.co.uk/contact-us

Arts funding
for exhibition
at Pontefract
Museum
The work of prolific Pontefractborn poster artist, Charles
Pears, is going on display in his
home town in May.

This year’s event will take place between
11am-3pm in the former Market Hall, Union
Street, Wakefield, WF1 3AE.
Email BuildOurFutures@wakefield.gov.uk
for more information or to book your place,
please book through Eventbrite.

MBE for dedicated foster carer
Foster carer Angela Wright (pictured), has been
awarded the MBE for ‘services to children in Wakefield’.
She has looked-after over 80 children in the last
18 years, helping them to find stability and to fulfill
their dreams and ambitions. Angela said: “Fostering
is incredibly rewarding and the award is recognition
for the work of all foster carers in the district.”
If you’d like find out about fostering with us visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/fostering

Pontefract Museum will host
the Bracing Air, Abundant
Amusements exhibition, where
visitors will be able to view
paintings and posters by the
renowned travel artist.
Charles Pears was well known
for his work to promote rail journeys to the British seaside and
ocean liner travel during the hey-day of travel in the 1920s and 1930s.
A large collection of posters and paintings from national collections and museums,
including the National Railway Museum and the V&A, will be on display for the
first time in Pontefract, thanks to a successful application to the Weston Loan
Programme with Art Fund.
Pears’ artworks, described as ‘bold’ and ‘vibrant’, will be shown alongside items
from the museum’s own social history collections, including travel and holiday
themed tickets, buckets and spades, post-cards and photo albums.
Bracing Air, Abundant Amusements will run from 23 May 2020 – 27 February 2021
at Pontefract Museum and entry is free.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/museums

Spring 2020

10

Make memories this
Our district is a great place to live and to visit as we have a wide range of
attractions - from scenic outdoor spaces, castles and museums, to worldclass sculpture at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and The Hepworth Wakefield.
With the weather getting warmer there’s never been a better time to get out
with the family to explore what’s right here, right on our doorstep.

Take a
step back
into the past

So here’s a guide to fun-filled things to do, as well as events and festivals
to visit. Full details can be found at www.experiencewakefield.co.uk

Work Hard, Play Hard at
Featherstone Museum Hub
From April

Make believe – create your own stories

The Colliers’ display will explore coal
mining, which is long associated with
Featherstone. The miners – not content
with toiling away underground – were
also avid sportsmen. Rugby League was
so popular among mining communities
that it was not uncommon for many
teams at this time to be made up
entirely of miners.

This spring and summer enjoy the great outdoors and encourage your children to play.
Let their imaginations run wild and be inspired by our adventurous places.

Here are our
top seven ideas:

Working with Featherstone Rovers,
we’ve developed a museum hub in the
shop at the LD Nutrition Stadium.

1

2

Shop ‘Til You Drop at

South Elmsall Museum Hub
From April
Come along to Newmillerda
m and help gnome Tony
to find his friends, and the
bear who has scared them
away. Sculptures, activities
and challenges are all
waiting for you and your chi
ldren on the Gnome Trail.

n adventure
s and create your ow
on
ag
dr
ht
fig
ts,
rre
tu
t Castle.
Climb
yground at Pontefrac
pla
e
ur
nt
ve
ad
e
stl
Ca
at the

Visit South Elmsall museum hub, in
South Elmsall Library, to explore the
history of shopping in the local area.

3

4

The town was home to the first purpose
built ASDA supermarket in 1965. Explore
the fascinating story of shopping – and
spending – in the town.

Be More Waterton Save the

Planet at Wakefield Museum
Visit our popular Room on
the Broom Trail, at Anglers
Country
Park. Follow the revamped
lakeside trail to see sculpt
ures of
a witch, dog, cat, bird and
the terrifying dragon.
r to make your
ve to get in a ca
ha
t
n’
do
u
Yo
y.
oring their
discover
ventures by expl
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t
Make a doorstep
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ilies can
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e just some of th
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l
ca
lo
d
local library an

7

Pirates Cove Playground at Pugneys
is all set to welcome young swashbucklers,
to get on board the adventure playground
ship and hit the high seas.

6

Disappearing bird species, freak weather,
badger culls and dangerous levels of air
pollution…
Sounds like the news today, but these
were all issues discussed in letters
written by Charles Waterton (1782 –
1865), Wakefield’s pioneering
conservationist and explorer in the 1860s.

5

nner
Look out for our summer pla
as
ide
h
– which will be packed wit
ing
lud
of things to do outside – inc
more at
nursery rhyme walks and
eld.gov.uk
www.experiencewakefi

From August

on a dinosaur
 Love exploring? Go
untry Park, visit a
safari at Pugneys Co
illerdam and go
fairy village at Newm
glers Country
on a planet trek at An
Love Exploring
Park. Download our
and guided trails
app - for fun, games
gov.uk/explore
at www.wakefield.

A new interactive exhibition will
encourage families to get hands-on,
and channel their inner Greta Thunberg,
to discover the ways (big and small)
that they can make a difference and
Be More Waterton.
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spring and summer
Festival fun
Walk in the Footsteps of the
Legions in Castleford Town Centre
Castleford Roman Festival Saturday 6 June, 10am – 4pm

Indulge Your Sweet Tooth
Pontefract Liquorice Festival in Pontefract
Town Centre - Sunday 5 July, 10am – 4pm
Come and celebrate Pontefract’s historic links with
liquorice during a day of sweet-themed fun and
activities for all the family.
Visitors can take in all the fun of the fair as they
browse the colourful food, craft and gift stalls of
the festival market in the historic town centre.
The market sells a huge variety of products for all
tastes and budgets - many with a liquorice theme.
Families will find plenty to entertain them, with craft
activities, face-painters, workshops, musicians and
street performers delighting the crowds throughout
the festivities. There is also a land train linking
to the Pontefract Castle activities, as well as
further activities at Valley Gardens.

This summer, travel back in time to the Roman
town of Lagentium, and celebrate Castleford’s
rich Roman heritage.
The town centre will be packed full of Roman
sights and sounds, giving visitors the chance to
experience what life would have been like for
our ancestors over 2,000 years ago.
But it’s not just a living-history event – there’s
so much more to do. Enjoy a wide range of
free, family-friendly activities, including having
a go at traditional crafts like basket-weaving
and pottery, as well as kid-themed fun like face
painting and lots more.

Love to Be Beside the Seaside
Seaside in Knottingley,
at Kellingley Social Club
Sunday 30 August, 11am – 5pm

Feel the sand between your
toes with the huge sandpit (and
challenge each other to a sandcastle contest!), enjoy marvellous
Seaside in Castleford Town Centre
children’s rides, free donkey rides,
Saturday 8 August, 10am – 4pm
hilarious Punch and Judy shows,
street entertainment, fun children’s
Seaside in the City
workshops, and a small street food
Wakefield City Centre
market selling hot and cold food.
Saturday 15 August, 10am – 5pm
and Sunday 16 August 10am – 4pm
So play in the sand, eat
Our seaside events offer a chance ice creams, and relax
in a deck chair… The
for families to have all the fun of
seaside’s coming to you!
the seaside close to home.

Saturday 27 June

10am – 4pm

Come to Pontefract Racecourse for a day to celebrate the
contribution of our Armed Forces – with displays, activities
and entertainment for the whole family.

WAKEFIELD

ARMED

FORCES
DAY

2020
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HELP US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST FLY-TIPPING
At this time of year many of us are having a spring clean out.
If you want to dispose of household items like old fridges, mattresses and sofas, make sure you’re not caught out
by fly-tippers, as if you are, you could face a hefty fine, and be taken to court.
Fly-tipping is when items are dumped illegally in places such as parks and laybys. It is a blight on our communities,
is expensive, as when items are dumped on public land, Council tax payers fund the clear up costs.
The law is clear that it’s the householder’s responsibility to dispose of items in the right way.
Help us in the fight against fly-tipping by remembering three simple steps: ‘Ask, Record, Keep’.

where the waste is going and to see the waste carrier licence. Check if the person is a fully licensed
waste operator at www.gov.uk/find-registered-waste-carrier or call 0345 8 506 506.

details of the vehicle registration number, colour, make and model of the vehicle, or take a
photograph. Record the permit or exemption number and the name of the business.

an invoice and receipt with the business details of the registered operator.
If you allow an unlicensed waste carrier to take away items such as furniture, mattresses
and fridges and that person illegally dumps or fly-tips, then you could be prosecuted, face
a fine of up to £5,000 and receive a criminal record.
If you have household items that need removing from your house, you can use our bulky
item collection service. You can use the service for items that are too big for normal
household rubbish and recycling collections. For example, mattresses, beds or fridges.
We will take up to three bulky items for a small charge of £21.19 at each collection.
You can also take items to one of our Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC)
in Wakefield, Glasshoughton or South Kirkby. Our HWRCs are open seven days a
week and will recycle items such as electricals, clothes and textiles, carpets
and hand tools free of charge.
Or, if your item is still in good condition, why not check
with local charities to see if they will take it?
To find out more or to report fly-tipping,
visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/flytipping

Preventing
fraud
Fraud against the Council reduces the
amount of money we have to provide
services for people in Wakefield.
If you know, or believe that someone is
committing a fraud against the Council, you
can give us details so we can investigate and
stop the misuse of public money.
Please call (01977) 727088 or email
Investigations.Team@wakefield.gov.uk
Please note we may share or use data
that you supply for the National Fraud
Initiative. It matches electronic data
within, and between, public and
private sector bodies to prevent
and detect fraud.

Experience
Wakefield
If you haven’t seen
it before, Experience
Wakefield is the official
visitor website for the
district and is your
ultimate guide to some of
the best things to see and
do in the local area.
We will soon be adding even more features to the website,
which will include editorial guides with recommendations of
some of the best things to see and do, as well as What’s On
listings, venue information, maps, essential travel information
and recommendations of places to eat and drink.
For inspiring ideas and to stay up to date with what’s on in
Wakefield, visit www.experiencewakefield.co.uk

NEWS IN
BRIEF

End of EU
membership
The UK is now in a transition period
lasting until the end of 2020, having
ended its EU membership in January.
Our website has helpful links and
information on how this may affect
trade, travel and business in the UK.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/brexit
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Boost for community facilities
Another £50,000 is to be invested
by your local councillors in each
ward once again, as we have
committed to another round of
the Capital Grants Programme.
Local councillors, representing all 21 wards in our
district are able to give community projects a huge
boost and since 2016, over £3m has been invested
through the initiative.
After discussions with residents, community
and voluntary groups, councillors will again be
identifying projects in need of capital funding which
will help boost and improve local communities.
Play area at Pontefract Castle

Over the last four years the programme has seen
over 390 projects approved with a large amount of
these projects having been completed so far across
the district.
The funding helps local communities and clubs
and can support play areas, open spaces and
infrastructure, to make a difference to your area.
Projects such as new kitchen facilities in
community centres, benches, fencing and signage
are among some of the programme’s successes.
The programme can also help groups access
other external grants and boost external
fundraising, to support projects.
Here’s a snapshot of some of the projects that
have been completed across the district.

New kitchen,
Glasshoughton Community
For

um

If you have any ideas for a project that would
benefit your area, then please contact your local
ward councillors. You can find their contact
details on page 18.
New air co

Horbury
nditioning – Primrose Hall,

Fountain – Purston Park
Work on Pavillion
– Haw Hill Park

Commemorative benches - Hemsworth
‘Magic table’ – Rhyhill and
ing Centre
Havercroft Community Learn

New windows and railings – St Botolph’s Parish Rooms, Knottingley
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More than 100 people
sign up for work and
training programme
Our ‘Step-Up’ team continue to help people across the district
get into work and training and improve their career prospects.
Launched last summer in Knottingley, Step Up helps
unemployed people to find work and develop their skills,
provides access to training for those in work to improve their
future job prospects and supports employers to secure the
skilled workforce they need for future growth and sustainability.
More than 100 people have signed up so far, and 24 of
those have already secured jobs. Thanks to our links
with 40 companies, more than 40 vacancies have been
generated which can be found on social media jobsites
and in the offices of Kellingley Club, where Step–Up
holds sessions.
Rosa Evans (pictured), secured a job in social care
after joining the programme, and says the support she
received helped her to regain confidence, recognise the
skills she had, and gave her the opportunity to consider
her options and work goals for the future.
She said: “I had regular meetings with my supervisor
who helped me with my existing CV so that I could

apply for suitable roles. I was nervous about interviews,
but practice sessions and preparation helped me feel
more in confident, and I’m very happy to now have a
new job.”
Rosa would encourage others who are looking for work,
to join the programme, explaining; “I’m so glad I signed
up. It’s not always easy asking for help, but I’m glad I
did. The help and support is exceptional and you will be
surprised what you can achieve with some additional
support.”
The next stage of the programme will be rolled out in
Airedale and Wakefield West. This will be followed by
Lupset, Eastmoor and Hemsworth as the main hubs,

Garden waste
collections start
this month
With the growing season starting to get underway,
our garden waste collections will begin again this
month and continue until mid-November.
Your brown garden waste bin can be used to
dispose of grass and hedge cuttings, leaves, plants,
weeds, twigs and small branches.
But please do not use it to dispose of fruit or
vegetables, soil, turf, planks of wood or large
branches or pet waste.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/bins to check your
fortnightly collection day.
Last year we collected 19,724.23 tonnes of garden
waste, which gets composted into a soil conditioner

at our state-of-the-art facility in South Kirkby.
Our partner Renewi have a limited supply of bagged
up soil conditioner that they will be giving away free
to Wakefield residents, who can provide proof of
residency, from our local Household Waste Recycling
Centres from Easter 2020 – to say thank you for
everyone’s recycling efforts over the last year.
Bags of soil improver will be restricted to two
per household on a first come, first served basis.
Check the Council or Renewi website for more
details closer to the time.
For more information about sorting your waste,
visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/recycling

with outreach in Pontefract, Castleford, Featherstone,
Normanton and Agbrigg. Other locations will be covered
according to demand.
A successful bid for £3.4million of funding from the
European Social Fund means that we can deliver our
new Step-Up – Gateway to Employment project with
our partners - Calderdale Council, NOVA Wakefield
District Limited and South West Yorkshire NHS
Foundation Trust, to work with long term unemployed
residents across the district to improve their access to
training and employment opportunities with 1:1 support
with an advisor.
To find out more visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/step-up

Watch our
Council meetings
Did you know you can watch our Full Council
and Cabinet meetings live or catch up later?
Council and Cabinet meetings are where key
decisions are made about many of the services
we provide and we want you to be involved.
If you cannot attend, you can watch live,
or later, at www.citizen.wakefield.gov.uk/
cabinet-and-council-meeting/ or join in the
conversation on Twitter by following @MyWakefield

For more information or to watch previous meetings,
visit www.citizen.wakefield.gov.uk/
cabinet-and-council-meeting/
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Get active and enjoy a wealth of
walking and cycling routes
Health benefits
All adults are advised to do 150 minutes of physical
activity per week. Walking and cycling ten minutes a
day can contribute to reaching this total.
Physical activity helps to prevent and manage
more than 20 chronic health conditions, including
cardiovascular disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes,
dementia, obesity and a variety of cancers.

With spring in the air, it’s a great
time to get out and enjoy the district’s
many green spaces.
We want to inspire everyone to become
healthier – and walking and cycling are
great ways to do this.
It’s also good for the environment, as
opting to use a bike or travel on foot
for short journeys, instead of driving, can
help to reduce air pollution and cut greenhouse gases.

It is also linked to overall health benefits, such as
reduced injury risk, improved quality of life, increased
productivity and reduced absenteeism at work.
But we can all take active steps to strengthen
our mental health and become more resilient by
following the Five Ways to Wellbeing.
These are:

• Connect
• Be active
• Take notice • Learn
• Give

So with the weather getting warmer and the days getting
longer, there’s no better time to get more physically active.

Cycling

Walking

What better way to explore the Wakefield district’s
cycle routes and parklands than through pedal power?

For beginners and anyone looking for support we
have guided walks including Nordic Walks, historical
trails, and trails that provide a fun
outdoor experience.

If you don’t own a bike, you can hire them at Anglers
Country Park, Pugneys Country Park and at Thornes
Park Stadium. It’s a fantastic way to bring the
family together. So take in the wonderful views of
our parks on two wheels and have a great day out.
There are many routes for people of different
abilities and you can download rides and maps at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/cyclemaps
If you are a beginner cyclist, returning to cycling, or
looking to get active to boost your health, we also
offer free adult cycle training sessions, for over 16s.
Each session is led by an experienced team of
cycling instructors who will work with you for
up to 12 weeks to help you develop your cycling
technique and discover new cycling routes within
your local area. For more information visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/cyclingcourses

It’s a chance to see the beautiful and natural
landscape the district has to offer in places including
Newmillerdam, Pontefract Park and Pugneys
Country Park.
Find out about walking maps and routes for all ages
and abilities at www.wakefield.gov.uk/walking
During a busy working week, think of ways
to include walking in your daily routine, such
as tackling some of your commute on foot, or
committing to a brisk walk at lunch time.

If you are worried about your mental health
and wellbeing visit your GP. For more
information on mental wellbeing visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/mentalhealth

Some workplaces encourage walking meetings –
as moving and being outdoors isn’t just good for
physical health, it can also stimulate creativity, help
manage stress, and enable office workers to get
away from their desks.
Many people find that setting themselves a goal of
reaching a certain number of steps per day, can help
them to record their progress and to build up their
distance levels. It’s easy to do on your smart phone,
and see how you’re getting on. Download our free
Aspire Health app for an easy way to track your
progress and be in with a chance to win prizes too,
at www.wakefield.gov.uk/yearofwalking
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Find out about becoming a foster carer
Could you open your home and your heart to support a
young person and make a real difference to their life?
If so, now’s the time to come forward and find out more.
Joanne (pictured) and Ian Appleyard
from Pontefract have been foster
carers for over 20 years and
have looked after children both
temporarily and long-term.
The couple have also provided
support to young people in their
care after they have reached the
age of 18, which is known as a
‘staying put’ arrangement.
Joanne says this has actually
provided the biggest rewards:
“We looked after one girl from the
age of three to 25, she is like a
daughter to me. We supported her
from leaving school right through
to university and beyond. This was
her home and we are still in regular
contact now.”
For a young person leaving care,
knowing they still have a home and

the care and support that provides
can be vital.
Joanne continued: “You still need
a home after the age of 18. Seeing
the children grow up and putting
into practice what they have learnt
from you is wonderful. I am so
proud of their achievements and it
is so important that they feel like a
valued member of the family.”
The couple also had nothing but
praise for the support they receive
from the Council. Joanne said: “The
training you receive is fantastic.
It is tailored towards the specific
needs of the children in your care
and help is never far away if you
need it.”
Foster carers provide a home for a
child or young person, giving them
the love and stability they need.

You can have a child in your home
on a short-term basis or longerterm. To become a foster carer
you need to be over the age of 21
and have a spare room. No special
qualifications are needed, but you
must want to make a real, positive,
difference to a child’s life.
People can apply regardless of their
marital status, sexuality, religious or
cultural beliefs. You don’t need you
to be a homeowner, or employed,
and can be with or without your
own children.
All that is needed is patience,
energy, flexibility and most
importantly the ability to provide
a loving and secure home for a
child. Generous tax allowances,
training and support are provided
throughout.
To find out more, search
#BeMyCarer on social media,
visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/
fostering or call 0800 197 0320

Learn with us to
improve your skills

Children’s services
improvement continues

Our Adult Education Service can support
you to reach your learning goals.

You may be aware that we are on a journey
to transform our children and young people’s
services.

We offer over 500 individual courses including
English, maths, computer skills, drawing and
painting, opportunities to learn a new language
and hair and beauty. Last year over 2,700
people signed up for a course.
James Rix (pictured), a college tutor signed up for an Autism Awareness
course with us and said: “It was an excellent course and I now am much
more aware of the challenges some students face, and how to adjust
lessons in small ways to extend their concentration and help their learning.”
We also offer online distance learning programmes including business skills
and health, so that you can study on a day and time convenient for you.
We offer financial help with fees, travel, resources or childcare. We also
provide advice and guidance on the best course for you and offer learner
support for our learners to help them to achieve their learning goals.
Eligibility criteria applies to both so please ask for information.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/adulteducation or call
01924 303302.
Our new Step Up programme is a free service providing advice to help you
improve your skills and qualifications, find a job or make a career change.
If you would like a 1:1 meeting with an advisor then please give us a call on
01924 303334 or visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/step-up

Following an Ofsted report in June
2018 which rated these services as
‘inadequate’ we have been working with a
Commissioner, appointed by the Government
to oversee the changes we are making.
Improvements include appointing a new
management team, recruiting more social
workers and providing significant financial
investment in services.
The approach we are taking is making a
difference, and has been recognised by
the Government which has decided it is no
longer necessary for the Commissioner to
oversee the changes.

health and other partners to develop and
enhance services.
Our goal is to provide young people with the
services and support they need to thrive and
achieve their goals and ambitions.

It’s a very positive step forward, showing
The Department for Education will continue
confidence in the plans we’ve put in place,
the steps we have taken and our commitment to monitor and support the Council and
regular Ofsted monitoring visits will continue.
for a continued transformation of services.
We are firmly focused on keeping young
people safe and are working with police,

For information visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/improve
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Young care leavers
getting more support
Career opportunities
for young people
One of our priorities is to grow skills
levels in our district and to improve
opportunities for young people.

qualification, to gain meaningful work
experience in areas of the caring sector
that interest them the most.

As part of this approach we’ve been
working with students at Airedale
Academy, who are studying for a health
and social care qualification, to help
them as they consider their career
options.

We helped to set up placements at
WDH, GP practices, a private nursing
home, in community setting and in
our re-ablement services – which
offers people who’ve been in hospital
to regain the skills they need to return
home.

There are many careers in the caring
sector such as nursing, social work,
social care, working in hospitals, or
community settings.
Through our Connecting Care+ Growing
Talent Programme we have provided
tailored and individual support to help
students studying for their BTEC Level
3 Nationals in Health & Social Care

All of the 11 students who took part
told us they found the experience to
be extremely valuable. Many intend to
volunteer their time where they were
placed to build on their experience.
Others have gained part-time jobs as
a result of their placement that will run
alongside their studies.

In our district some children and young
people cannot live with their own
families, so we become their ‘corporate
parent’.
This support doesn’t end when young
care leavers grow into early adulthood,
as we continue to help them towards
forging an independent life.
Last year we revised our ‘local care
offer for care leavers’ which sets out the
support we offer. It still includes help and
advice to take care of their health, make
decisions on their education, where they
live and their finances. They can
now continue to receive support up
to the age of 25.

as access to apprenticeships and
opportunities to learn home maintenance
skills.
These measures came about when
we listened to young people and what
they need, to help them to take on the
many responsibilities and challenges of
adulthood.
For more information visit www.
wakefield.gov.uk/careleavers
Businesses that would like to offer support
can email EET@wakefield.gov.uk

Young people told us they wanted
further commitments from us and
to know they are not alone. We
have listened, and the support
extends help to support their
health, with leisure and travel
expenses, work and education,
plus practical advice on setting
up home.
A number of local employers
have made a commitment
to help young care leavers,
by offering support such

Make a difference as a
Shared Lives carer
Some people in our communities need a bit more
support to live full and active lives.
Our Shared Lives Service gives adults the chance to be
more independent and to learn new skills by living with
a carer, either in the short or longer term.
The Shared Lives Service matches a person needing
support who has a learning disability, physical disability
or mental health needs with a carer who’s been
recruited from the community.
Jackie and Jody Gabriel became Shared Lives
carers last year, as they have experience in the care
sector, their teenage children were becoming more
independent and they were keen for a new challenge.
The couple offer short time respite care, enabling them
to continue their jobs, alongside their caring role.
Jackie said: “It is very rewarding as you see people’s
confidence grow. It is a big change for them to come to

a new house and to meet new people. By living as part
of our family, we help them develop their social skills
such as learning to compromise and to live with others.
“We also get to know their families and we see how
much it means to them to have a break, knowing their
relative is happy and is being cared for.”

If you have a spare room and a genuine desire to
support adults with care needs, then please get in
touch. No experience is needed as full training is given.
Shared Lives carers will receive a financial allowance.
Call us on 01977 722 254 or visit www.wakefield.gov.
uk/sharedlives to find out more.

Spring 2020

18

Learn and earn with a
Council apprenticeship
Thinking of an apprenticeship? We have a wide range of
opportunities available at the Council where you can learn
new skills in the workplace while earning and gaining a
recognised qualification to get your career off to a flying start.
Apprenticeships are available in different areas including
horticulture, digital marketing, Information Technology,
project management, business administration, heavy vehicle
mechanic, civil engineering, plus many more. We have them
at a range of levels, up to and including degree level.
Our apprenticeships offer a competitive salary, excellent
pension scheme, numerous further training opportunities and
most importantly, fantastic career prospects.
The next round of recruitment begins this Spring. For the
full range of opportunities or to register your interest, visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/apprentices

Contact
your
Councillor
Ward
Ward No. 1
Ackworth, North
Elmsall & Upton
Ward No. 2
Airedale & Ferry
Fryston
Ward No. 3
Altofts &
Whitwood
Ward No. 4
Castleford Central
& Glasshoughton
Ward No. 5
Crofton, Ryhill &
Walton

Ward No. 6
Featherstone

Ward No. 7
Hemsworth

Ward No. 8
Horbury & South
Ossett

Ward No. 9
Knottingley

Ward No. 10
Normanton

Ward No. 11
Ossett

Domestic abuse isn’t just about
violence and that’s why it can be
hard to know if you or someone
you know is a victim. It is often a
hidden and complicated issue
which can include:
• Coercive control
• Physical abuse
• Sexual abuse
• Financial abuse
• Emotional abuse
Domestic abuse isn’t sweet,
and sadly many people within
the district experience it every
year. It may make you feel
trapped, controlled, hopeless,
scared or worried.

Your local councillors are active on your behalf, holding surgeries
where you can meet to discuss your own issues and attending
meetings to get the best they can for everyone in the district.

Councillor Name

Party Telephone

Email

Cllr Jessica Carrington

Lab

07770 533848

jcarrington@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Allan Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

agarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Ward

Lab

07716 728496

martynward@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Alex Kear

Ind

07810 630796

akear@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kathryn Scott

Lab

07920 878782

kathrynscott@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Les Shaw

Lab

07827 283103

lesshaw@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jo Hepworth

Lab

07770 533863

johepworth@wakefield.gov.uk

Lab

07920 878786

jspeight@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacquie Speight

Position is vacant until the local election in May.
Cllr Richard Forster

Lab

07500 950583

rforster@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Denise Jeffery

Lab

01924 368628

djeffery@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Wallis

Lab

01977 731651

awallis@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Cummings

Lab

07710 314768

mcummings@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Faith Heptinstall

Lab

07960 001497

fheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Albert Manifield

Lab

07810 211390

amanifield@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Isherwood

Lab

07810 181837

gisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Taylor

Lab

07900 058485

dicktaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Tennant-King

Lab

07717 303068

mtennantking@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pauline Kitching

Lab

07825 927163

pkitching@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Sandra Pickin

Lab

07824 320939

spickin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Womersley

Ind

07810 630871

iwomersley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Darren Byford

Lab

07825 927134

dbyford@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Gillian Cruise

Con

07471 141611

gcruise@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Simon Fishwick

Con

07810 630984

sfishwick@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Harry Ellis

Lab

01977 672027

hellis@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Thomas Gordon

LDFT

07810 636430

thomasgordon@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Stokes

Lab

01977 675110

gstokes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Elaine Blezard

Lab

07824 320815

eblezard@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Dagger

Lab

07901 990736

ddagger@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Alan Wassell

Lab

07760 182798

alanwassell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nick Farmer

Con

07920 878784

nfarmer@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynn Masterman

Lab

07825 927995

lmasterman@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Angela Taylor

Con

07733 313454

actaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward
Ward No. 12
Pontefract North

Ward No. 13
Pontefract South

Ward No. 14
South Elmsall
& South Kirkby
Ward No. 15
Stanley &
Outwood East

Ward No. 16
Wakefield East

Ward No. 17
Wakefield North

Ward No. 18
Wakefield Rural

Ward No. 19
Wakefield South

Ward No. 20
Wakefield West
Ward No. 21
Wrenthorpe &
Outwood West

Coercive control, a type
of domestic abuse, is illegal
and is an act or a pattern of acts
of assaults, including threats and
any other abuse used to harm,
punish or frighten the victim. This
may leave you feeling isolated,
humiliated and intimidated.
Coercive control also includes so
called ‘honour’ based violence,
female genital mutilation (FGM)
and forced marriage.
If these feelings sound familiar to
you and you are worried about
your partner’s behaviour, you
can now make informed choices
about your relationship through
Clare’s Law. It gives any member
of the public (over the age of 16)
the right to ask whether their
partner or ex-partner poses a risk

to them. People can also make
enquiries into the partner of a
close friend or family member.
Visit www.westyorkshire.police.
uk/clareslaw
Remember, everyone has the
right to feel valued, respected
and safe within their relationship.
If you or someone you know
has been involved in a domestic
incident, or pattern of incidents,
help is available. Call Wakefield
District Domestic Abuse Service
on 0800 915 1561 or go to
www.wakefield.gov.uk/keepitsweet
If you or someone you know
are in immediate danger call the
police on 999.
#KeepItSweet

We have 63 councillors, representing and serving more than
315,000 people in the district, listening to your views and acting on
your concerns.
Councillor Name

Party Telephone

Email

Cllr Pat Garbutt

Lab 01977 780742

pgarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lorna Malkin

Lab 07810 290687

lmalkin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Tennant

Lab 07881487213

clivetennant@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr George Ayre

Lab 07920 878785

gayre@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Jones

Lab 07770 534306

davidjones@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Celia Loughran

Lab 07810 330504

cloughran@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Michelle Collins

Lab 07525 327945

michellecollins@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Steve Tulley

Lab 07725 745136

stulley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynne Whitehouse

Lab 07471 141616

lynnewhitehouse@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jack Hemingway

Lab 07392 191202

jackhemingway@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Matthew Morley

Lab 07719 904085

mmorley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacqui Williams

Lab 07720 882849

jacquelinewilliams@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Stuart Heptinstall

Lab 07770 534396

sheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ros Lund

Lab 01924 826696

rlund@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Olivia Rowley

Lab 07711 153600

orowley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tracey Austin

Lab 07887 594707

taustin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Isherwood

Lab 07827 283105

margaretisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Elizabeth Rhodes

Lab 01924 377973

brhodes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Cynthia Binns

Con 07825 927986

cynthiabinns@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Samantha Harvey

Con 07471 141556

sharvey@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Sanders

Con 07762 835149

isanders@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nadeem Ahmed

Con 07736 844085

cllrnahmed@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Hunt

Con 07825 927808

rhunt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Karl Johnson

Con

Cllr Michael Graham

Lab 07825 904374

michaelgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Hilary Mitchell

Lab 07810 010430

hilarymitchell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Swift

Lab 07824 461060

kswift@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Johnson

Lab 01924 781602

martynjohnson@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Charlie Keith

Lab 01924 299699

ckeith@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nic Stansby

Con 07471 141672

nstansby@wakefield.gov.uk

07810 636485

karljohnson@wakefield.gov.uk

To find your councillor, please see this list or visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/councillors
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Hello Wakey! Fancy
£250 to spend here?

We’re giving you the chance to win £250 to spend
here at our 75+ stores and services. Why? Because we
love you Wakey. Without you, we’re not us. So, to enter
just fill out the form attached and send it in for your
chance to win. There can be only one lucky winner so
get cracking - deadline is April 23, 2020. Good luck.

Did you know…
•	Your empty aerosols, if placed in brown
bin recycling, can be made into new
metal products?
•	Your aluminium cans could end up in
an aeroplane?
•	Cartons (milk, soft drinks, fruit juices and
soup) can be recycled. The 3 components
that can be re-used include plastic
converted to polymer products (e.g.
children’s play mats), fibres to tubes and
cores, and aluminium to breeze blocks.

NAME:...........................................................................
ADDRESS:.......................................................................
POST CODE:......................

Aspire to fitness
With summer on the way every child
should learn to swim.
Aspire Health offers swim sessions for babies from six months old
to adults, across all the stages of swimming development. And if you
want to do more, why not consider joining one of our resident swim clubs?
The education centre
is free to visit and open
to the public.
Primary School Visits:
We offer a programme designed
for young students and tailored for
each year group from years 1–6.
Youngsters will leave understanding
the importance of the 3 Rs:

Reduce • Reuse • Recycle
Secondary School, College
and Community Group
visits are catered for too.

If you prefer to join us in the gym, as a member of Aspire Health you’ll get a free
12 week exercise plan which is personalised to your individual need and is based
around your health and fitness levels.
There is no joining fee and you can join for £24 or less a month on a 12 month
contract and concessions of £19 or less a month are available for a variety of people.
Family membership is also an option. Your membership gives you access to all our
Aspire Health leisure centres across the district. It includes unlimited use of the
swimming pools, gyms and over 200 fitness classes. So whether you are a beginner
or a keep-fit enthusiast we have the facilities and classes to suit all abilities.
You can use all the leisure centres – Sun Lane, Normanton, Featherstone, Pontefract,
Thornes Park Stadium and Minsthorpe Leisure. They are open throughout the day
with early morning and late-night openings and at the weekends. To find out more
or to sign up go to www.wakefield.gov.uk/aspirehealth

Contact the Education
Officer for bookings:
T: 01977 624 660
or 01977 624 678
E: education.wakefield@renewi.com

Aspire Health
@RecycleforWakefield

TEL:..................................

The Citizen Competition,
Room 12a Town Hall,
Wood Street,
FREEPOST
RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE,
Wakefield, WF1 2HQ.
Terms/conditions apply*

*Closing date 23/04/20. Judges’ decision final, no correspondence will be entered into. One entry per person. Details you provide
will be held by Trinity Walk in accordance with General Data Protaction Regulation 2016 and the Data Protectaion Act 2018. Please
tick the box if you consent to Trinity Walk contacting you in connection with the competition or any promotional activities.

Did you know your
aluminium cans could
end up in an aeroplane?

The centre introduces you to the wonderful world of
recycling through interactive exhibits which explore
the types of waste generated within Wakefield, and
the journey it takes from entering our facilities to
its new destination. Join us on a nature tour in our
woodland area, create bespoke artworks from junk
in our craft centre or get your hands dirty in our
wormery and composting area.

Post your entries to:

ANSWER:........................................................................

EMAIL:.............................................................................

trinitywalk.com

R enew i, w ork ing in par t ner ship
w it h Wak efield Council, w elcomes
r esident s t o v isit our pur pose-built
Wast e and R ecy cling Educat ion
Cent r e based at our state-of -the-ar t
w ast e f acilit y in Sout h K irk by.

QUESTION: What is Trinity Walk’s website?

www.renewiplc.com

wakefield.gov.uk/aspirehealth
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Do you need to contact the Council?
You can access a wide range of services
online - pay for it, report it and do it online.
Go to www.wakefield.gov.uk/online
Facebook and
Find more information on
Twitter @MyWakefield
Urgent enquiry?
• Call Customer Services: 0345 8 506 506
• Concerned about a vulnerable child or adult? 		
Call Social Care Direct: 0345 8 503 503
Other helpful numbers:
• Automated Council Payments System: 0345 603 1539
• Police: Non-emergency 101
• NHS: Non-emergency 111
• Housing: WDH www.wdh.co.uk or 0345 8 507 507
• Report faulty street lighting: 0800 783 1654

Dragon Egg Hunt – Thursday 9 April from
11am – 3pm. Hunt dragon eggs with fun trails
and activities.
Civil Wars – Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 June
from 11am – 4pm. Featuring re-enactors, a gun
display, siege engines and a climbing wall.
Proms – Saturday 4 July. Listen to beautiful
music and watch a spectacular firework finale.
Liquorice Festival at the Castle – Sunday 5 July
from 11am – 4pm. Relaxed family day with music
and entertainment on the lawn at the castle.
Yorkshire Day – Saturday 1 August from
11am – 4pm. Celebrate with a Victorian
themed event at the castle.

Family events at
Pontefract Castle
this spring
and summer
There’s lots going on at Pontefract
Castle this spring and summer!
For more details and all the latest
news, visit our website:
www.pontefractcastle.co.uk

Outdoor Cinema Screening – Saturday 15 August.
In partnership with the Prince of Wales Hospice.
Pontefract Castle, Castle Garth,
Pontefract, WF8 1QH

7 Feb – 31 May 2020
Free entry for Wakefield residents*
*Please bring proof of address within the Wakefield Metropolitan District Council and ID

In partnership with
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