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Welcome to Pontefract Castle
Conservation work at Pontefract Caste is due to finish shortly, with the completion of the £3.5m
Key to the North project.
Visitors will be able to enjoy a more accessible site which is also a great venue for hosting events and
activities.
Thanks to the work, the Sally Port will be open for the first time in hundreds of years. The Keep has
been restored after it was discovered that stones were loose, following Victorian repairs. The Arts and
Crafts barn has been restored and extended to improve learning facilities, along with a shop, exhibition
space and a café space. A new bandstand has been created for outdoor performances and as an outdoor
classroom.
The Key to the North project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, English Heritage, EPaC landfill charity,
the Wolfson Foundation and Wakefield Council.
During the restoration the remains of a gatehouse were discovered. Historic England has awarded a grant
of £85k for the excavation of that area. The work is currently out to tender and the exciting excavation
project, to include schools and the public, will take place in the autumn. The castle is free to enter and is
open seven days a week www.pontefractcastle.co.uk

We know from the feedback we receive that
many of you enjoy catching up on news and
developments in the district.
In autumn we’ll be producing an online version
of The Citizen for the first time, to update you
on our latest news.
Keep an eye on our website www.wakefield.
gov.uk for more details nearer the time.

Your feedback
Welcome to The Citizen.
Let us know if you have any views or
comments about this edition. Email us on
thecitizen@wakefield.gov.uk
Or write to us at Room 12a, Town Hall,
Wood Street, FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE
Wakefield WF1 2HQ.
Disclaimer: To the best of our knowledge the
information in The Citizen is accurate and
reliable at time of publication.

‘Food for Fines’ a huge success
An initiative to support people in need by turning the
district’s libraries into collection points for local food
banks has been a huge success.
In December, ‘Food for Fines’ gave customers the
chance to clear unpaid library fines by donating nonperishable food items and toiletries to the collection.
Over 1,300 items were donated, with goods
distributed to 12 local charities and £1,744.53 of fines
waived in the amnesty which took place between
1-22 December.
Thanks to the great response, plans are now
underway to make the December amnesty an annual
event.
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Smokefree Schools

We are committed to protecting our children from the harmful effects of smoking.
That’s why, this Spring we are launching our new Smokefree Schools scheme.
We are working with Glasshoughton Infant Academy to support them to become the
first smokefree school in the Wakefield district, with activities to raise awareness
of smoking, such as an art competition for children to create signs and posters, as
well as highlighting to adults the benefits of quitting smoking.
The aim is to help make the habit less visible and commonplace in the future than
it currently is in day to day life. We are aiming to involve more schools this Spring
and Summer in the programme.
Children are heavily influenced by adults around them and those whose parents or
guardians smoke are three times more likely to start themselves.
Over 80% of smokers start smoking at school, with some starting as young as nine
years old. Children can also influence each other and if one starts smoking others
may follow.
Smoking causes a number of diseases including cancer and heart disease.
Although fewer people in Wakefield are smoking than in previous years, the district
still has higher smoking rates than the national average.
Help is available to stop smoking. Those who use a quit smoking service are four
times more likely to succeed.
For more information visit wakefield.yorkshiresmokefree.nhs.uk

Recycling?
Wakefield D ES…

cola

OPEN BOX

There are many good things to look
forward to across the district this
year especially around our fantastic
culture offer.
As well as our great attractions like
the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and The
Hepworth Wakefield, this summer will
see the district take part in the first ever
Yorkshire Sculpture International festival.
A £1.5million project also gets underway
this year to help more people and more
communities get involved in culture and
see the benefits it can bring.
Other projects are progressing well, with
the restoration work at Pontefract Castle
nearing completion, and work is starting on
the £20.8m Five Towns health and wellbeing facility, located in Pontefract Park.

We are really pleased to have kick
started 2019 with a £4.4m boost, from
the government’s Cultural Development
Fund, for our cultural and creative
ambition which is going to help us support
established and new creative businesses,
improve people’s skills and bring 600 new
jobs to the district.
We also have a strong focus on meeting the
challenges, including managing the impact
of nearly a decade of austerity, preparing
for Brexit and supporting our residents who
face issues such as homelessness and
financial issues.
Our new economic strategy includes plans
for the future of our high streets to diversify
what’s on offer and look at how bringing
businesses, housing and leisure can
help to reinvigorate our centres that face
challenges from online shopping.
We are more ambitious than ever before
and committed to delivering the best
services we can for the district so that
we can help make a real and positive
difference to your lives.

Cllr Peter Box CBE
Leader of Wakefield Council

milk

More and more people in the Wakefield district are working to reduce, reuse and recycle. It really
does make a difference – here are some tips for getting it right!
Spring is a great time to have a clear out. If you’re visiting
one of our Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC)
don’t forget to sort your rubbish before you come.
You might have unwanted items that still work and
could be reused. If you’re visiting the HWRC you can
pass it on by placing good useable items in the reuse
container.
Please make sure that all your electrical, electronic
and large metal items are also taken to the HWRC,
they should not be put in your brown recycling bin.
Many of us are concerned about the impact of plastic
waste but recycling plastic in Wakefield is easy - all
you need to remember is - if it’s a plastic bottle it can
be recycled!
So no yoghurt pots, margarine tubs, meat and fruit
containers, plastic bags, toothpaste tubes, juice

cartons and soup pots, these go in your household
rubbish bin.
Garden waste collections have now restarted. No pet
waste, pet bedding or food waste should be placed in
the garden rubbish bin.
All of your recycling efforts do make a difference and
in the last nine months we have recycled 39,314,400
plastic bottles, 51,534,640 aluminium cans and a
whopping 61,356,360 steel tins.
If we all make a pledge to recycle one more tin, can
and bottle every week at home that would be another
26 million items through the recycling plant and what
a difference that would make.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/recycling or
follow our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
RecycleforWakefield for more tips on recycling.

More people in the Wakefield district are
sorting their waste and recycling correctly
#WakefieldDoes
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Walk your way to fitness
March is a great time to put a spring in your
step. The weather is getting warmer and the
days are getting longer.
But how about taking a million steps during the year?
Wakefield’s 1 Million Step Challenge’ is one of the
activities taking place throughout 2019 - which has
been designated our district’s Year of Walking.

It’s a chance to see the beautiful and natural landscape
the district has to offer. We’ll be hosting themed
events and young people can get involved by walking
a mile each day.
The advice from the NHS is to make walking a habit think of ways to include it in your daily routine, such
as your journey to work.

We want to inspire everyone to become healthier.
The district is currently below the national average
for people walking once a week in one ten minute
continuous journey.

Walking can be done alone or you can make it a 		
social occasion by doing with a group of friends.
If you have kids why not get them walking 		
with you to school?

Walking is one of the easiest ways to get more active,
lose weight and become fit. It’s simple, free and ideal
for people of all ages and fitness levels.

If you only take 4,000 steps a day, starting on 1 April
until 31 December, you will easily pass the 1 million
mark. If you need some motivation why not raise
money for charity?

In our district we have some great places to enjoy
walking, including Pugneys Country Park and Anglers
Country Park with popular children’s story trails
including, ‘Room on the Broom’ and ‘Blown Away’.
Thornes Park, Newmillerdam Country Park, Sandal
and Pontefract Castle are also fantastic places to walk
around.

Recording your steps is easy to do with most
smartphones having a built in health app that
records steps, or use a pedometer.
So make 2019 the year you walked your way		
to better health.

To help you we have exciting walks and events taking
place throughout the year. For beginners and anyone
looking for some support there will be walking taster
sessions.
There will be guided walks including Nordic Walks,
historical trails, and trails that provide a fun outdoor
experience for all the family!

For more information on walks and routes to download visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/walking

Wakefield Museum to host Ancient Egypt exhibition
An exhibition exploring death in Ancient Egypt is
coming to Wakefield in July.
Wakefield Museum will host the Gateway to Eternity
exhibition, where visitors will be able to discover Egyptian
death rituals, follow their journey into the afterlife and
venture into a recreated tomb.
The highlight of the exhibition will be the mummy of a
woman named Perenbast, kindly loaned by The Manchester
Museum, The University of Manchester. Perenbast lived
nearly 3,000 years ago and was buried on the west bank
of the Nile. She is believed to have been a temple singer,
probably at the great temple of Karnak.
Treasures from major national museums, including the
British Museum, will be displayed alongside ones from
Wakefield’s own collection. The displays will include canopic
jars used in the mummification process, pottery, amulets
and other everyday objects.
As well as the many exciting objects on display, the
exhibition will also highlight the ongoing influence Ancient
Egypt has on Wakefield, with a collection of images showing
buildings in the city which have been heavily influenced by
Egyptian architecture.

Also on offer will be family friendly activities and workshops
for schools.
The exhibition runs from 6 July until July 2020 and
admission will be free. Keep an eye on our website for more
details nearer the time 					
www.wakefield.gov.uk/museums

Preventing fraud
Fraud against the Council reduces the amount
of money it has to provide services for people in
Wakefield.
If you know, or believe that someone is committing a
fraud against the Council, you can give us details so
we can investigate and stop the misuse of 		
public money.
Please call (01977) 727088 or email
Investigations.Team@wakefield.gcsx.gov.uk
Please note we may share or use data that you supply
for the National Fraud Initiative. It matches electronic
data within, and between, public and private sector
bodies to prevent and detect fraud.
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Tour de Yorkshire returns to the district!
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Registering is quick and easy.
You will need your National Insurance Hall Cliffe
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make-up of the Council.

E
OOR AV
EY M
INN
WH

MA

EN
ING
SPR

Spring
End

ES

AY
DW
BR

SPA LN

D
ER
GILL S I K

SC

B I N H O OD CR

RD

OL

HO

RD

HO

RD

T

RO

E'S
EORG
ST G

Make sure you’re registered to vote

AV

A642

RD

ST

PE
OR

ETH

SPA

13.1 km / 8.1 milesMILT

WO

N

AVE

ES

A636

LN

ES

LA
WE

For all the latest information about the Tour de Yorkshire visit www.letouryorkshire.com
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It’s the fourth time the race will be
The winner will cross the finishing line
coming through the district. People are in Leeds.
encouraged to line the route to give
The women’s race will last for two
their support to the cyclists.
days, starting in Barnsley on Friday 3
The women’s race is expected to arrive May before coming through the district
in Ryhill at around 9am and leave
and onwards to Bedale. The final stage
Castleford about 10am.
will be on Saturday 4 May and will
begin in Bridlington.
The Men’s race is due in to arrive
in Ryhill about 2.30pm and depart
The finish line will be in Scarborough.
Castleford around 3.30pm.
You can get involved in the celebrations
Both races will take the same route.
by planning your own Tour de Yorkshire
Cyclists will ride through Featherstone
activities, entertainment or festivities.
towards Pontefract and onto their final
We will be sharing our plans and
destination in the district, Castleford.
activities for the day on our 		
The timings could change and there
‘Events in Wakefield’ Facebook page.
will be rolling road closures.
The Tour de Yorkshire race is
All the latest information will be
organised by Welcome to Yorkshire
available at 					
and the Amaury Sport Organisation
www.wakefield.gov.uk/tdy
(ASO), in association with 		
British Cycling.
The Tour De Yorkshire will begin on
Thornes Park Stadium
Thursday 2 May and as well as visiting
Entry, Easy and Steady Ro
utes
All routes start and finish
at the Stadium and go antic
the Wakefield district, the cyclists will
lockwise
race each other from Doncaster to
Selby and Bridlington to Scarborough.
Thornes Routes
The last day of the race will be Sunday
Entry
2.9 km / 1.8 miles
5 May and will start in Halifax.
Easy
7.7 km / 4.8

ASHLEIGH AVE

Welcome back to the Tour de Yorkshire which will be arriving in the
district on Friday 3 May.
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The Budget 2019/20
We have set a new budget to help us deal with a £22.2million funding gap and
at the same time to develop our ambitious and enterprising plans to improve
services and invest in the district.
We plan to generate extra income through economic
and housing growth, make savings and efficiencies in
Council services and increase Council Tax.
Despite the financial challenges we continue to face
our priority is to make this district a great place for
people to live, work and visit.

Shaping the budget
We listened to the views of everyone who took part
in the budget consultation and used this feedback to
develop our budget.
You told us you wanted us to focus on working with
our partners to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour,
support older and vulnerable adults, keep children
safe, the streets clean and maintain the district’s
roads.

Working for you
We remain fully committed to protecting the most
vulnerable in our society. We will continue to lead and
drive the transformation of our children’s services
ensuring the children and young people in our care
have the best possible start in life.
We are raising an extra £11.2million income through
economic and housing growth to help meet the
£22.2million challenge.
We will do more to attract external funding, as we
aim to become a significant cultural and creative
destination in the North of England. This will further
help attract new business, investment and help boost
skill levels in the district.

Adult social care precept

Investing for the future

An adult social care precept of 1% is in place to help
meet the growing demand and increased costs of
caring for older people. This will add an extra 17p per
week to Band A properties.
We have done our very best to minimise the increase
and our Council Tax is still one of the lowest in West
Yorkshire.

The updated capital investment plans will see
£42.5million spent, over the next three years, on the
district’s roads – which you identified as a key priority.
We’ll also invest in the £20.5million in the stateof-the-art Five Towns Leisure and Wellbeing Hub,
£10million in regeneration and £52million in schools.

Future budgets

Efficiencies and savings
Some of the other ways we’ll meet the budget
challenge in 2019/20 include:
• £40k by changing some bin rounds – keep the
frequency the same for everyone but use 		
different times and days of the week
• £700k to drive further efficiencies from 		
across financial, legal, HR, IT, policy and 		
performance services
• £120k by reducing payments to The Hepworth
as it becomes more self-sustainable
• £440k saved from more efficient working
• £130k by recruiting more in-house foster carers
and increasing the number of in-house foster
carer placements

£10m

on regeneration

£440k

£52m

saved from more
efficient working

on schools

SPEND
SAVE

Council Tax
Feedback from the budget consultation showed that
people understood the challenges we face and the
need to increase Council tax.
Council Tax will increase by 2.99%, to help ensure that
the frontline services people rely on the most such as
road maintenance, street lighting and maintenance
can continue. This will add an extra 51p per week to
Band A Properties.

We are already looking ahead at the 2020/21 financial
year budget.
If you would like to make any suggestions on how we
can work more efficiently and improve our services for
you please email us at yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk

£40k

saved by changing some
bin rounds

£130k

£42.5m

spent on the district’s
roads
saved through in-house
foster carers and
in-house
placements

You can read the full budget report on our website at www.wakefield.gov.uk/budget

£20.5m

on the state-of-the-art
Five Towns Leisure and
Wellbeing Hub
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Become a
Foster Carer
“We get information and professional support to help
us take care of the particular needs of the children in
our care. We’ve had nurses come to talk to us about
cystic fibrosis and tell us how to feed children who have
problems with swallowing food. There is the opportunity
to attend support groups and hear from other foster
carers. You realise you are not alone.”

Foster carers provide a home for a child or young person,
giving them the love and stability they need. You can
have a child in your home on a short-term basis or
longer-term. To become a foster carer you need to be
over the age of 21 and have a spare room. No special
qualifications are needed, but you must want to make a
real, positive difference to a child’s life.
Foster carers Alison Richardson and Tom Camponi

Could you provide a caring and safe home to a young person and make a real difference to their
life? If so, get in touch and find out more.
Alison Richardson and Tom Camponi are parents and
have been fostering for eight years. Alison said: “I like
being a foster carer because it is our chance to help
young children prepare for the next step in their lives.”
For the first six years they provided short-term care at
weekends to children with additional needs.
Two years ago Alison left her job to become a fulltime foster carer as she found the role enjoyable and
rewarding.
Tom says the greatest joy comes from helping the
children overcome challenges:

“We were looking after a four year old boy with autism
who struggled with having baths and getting to sleep.
It was cause for much celebration when he started to
tolerate both.”
Fostering is a family affair with their daughters,
Megan,10, and Holly, 5, both getting involved.

People can apply regardless of their marital status,
sexuality, religious or cultural beliefs. You don’t need to be
a homeowner, or employed, and can be with or without
your own children.
All that is needed is patience, energy, flexibility and most
importantly the ability to provide a loving and secure
home for a child. Tax free allowances, training and
support are provided throughout.
To find out more visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/fostering
or call 0800 197 0320.

Tom said: “Megan loves it, she likes to help with the
babies and Holly likes to play with them.”
The couple have nothing but praise for the support they
receive from the Council. Tom said:

Make a difference as a
Shared Lives Carer
Some people in communities across the
district need a bit more support to live a
full and active life.

skills, at their own pace, and it’s a joy to see them
growing and developing. I get up in the morning and
look forward to the day.
“It comes with its challenges but it also comes with
Our Shared Lives Service is for adults who need
love. The biggest reward is seeing someone learn
help to stay as independent as possible by living in
new skills and be able to be more independent.
a carer’s home on a long or short term basis.
“The ongoing support we receive from Shared Lives
The scheme provides care for people with learning
disabilities, physical disabilities, mental health needs is immeasurable and it is always solution focused to
ensure the best outcomes for all concerned.”
and older people by matching the person needing
Shared Lives Carers need a spare room and a
support with a Shared Lives Carer recruited from
desire to support an adult with care needs. No
the community.
experience or special qualifications are needed as
Fionna Walters was looking for a new role after
bringing up her two children. She became a carer in on-going training is provided and carers receive a
February 2018 and currently has two adults, Kamal financial allowance.
To find out more or to hear from other carers go to
and Sarah, living with her.
our website, www.wakefield.gov.uk/sharedlives
She said:
or call us on 01977 722 254.
“My role is to encourage and help the adults I
support to have a voice. I’m here to improve their

Fionna Walters with Sarah
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Making a Difference
Successful People
We know that our district is safe and welcoming,
but like many other parts of the country we are
not immune to crime.
Criminal behaviour will never be tolerated and it is
essential that all offenders are brought to justice.
At the same time we and our partners want to find
long- term solutions to tackling the causes of crime.
Our award winning Liaison and Diversion Service
provides tailored support for young offenders and
vulnerable adults with mental health problems,
learning disabilities and all other vulnerabilities
by providing them with the help they need and
encouraging them to access a range of specialist
provision including training and education. The
approach is successful and is now being replicated in
other areas.
Our 13-strong team of professionals includes mental
health nurses, youth offending practitioners, specialist
practitioners and police officers and they have the
job of assessing all aspects of the person’s life and
identifying concerns and vulnerabilities which may be
contributing to their offending behaviour.
One of the young people who has been helped is
Jack, who had attacked his mum, as well as carrying
out other offences. The case worker developed a
plan with Jack and his family, including help from
the youth offending team, education support service,
sessions with a speech and language therapist and
mental health and well-being support.
He has not re-offended since. His mother said the
service was “really, really fantastic and it turned a
negative situation into a positive.”
The service, which is commissioned by NHS England,
has recently been awarded an £18m contract to
run all the liaison and diversion services across
West Yorkshire.
To find out more visit 					
www.wakefield.gov.uk/nhshealthjust
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Successful Places
Your local councillors are investing another
£50,000 of funding in each ward, through the
Capital Grants Programme.
The programme is a positive way of supporting the
future of the district and benefits everyone.
Each ward uses the money for specific projects
identified by ward councillors through working with
residents, voluntary and community groups.
This year 58 new projects have been approved,
with a total of £462,419 allocated from the
2018/19 funding.

Some projects to be given the go ahead include
(pictured) the Old Quarry Adventure Playground £5,450 awarded to install new play equipment and
Pontefract Family Centre CIC - £8,958 awarded to
purchase catering equipment for their new social
enterprise The Real Bread Company.
The scheme helps local communities and clubs
and can support play areas, open spaces and
infrastructure, to make a difference to each ward area.
It can in some cases, also help groups access other
external grants and boost external fundraising.
Contact your local ward councillor if you have an idea
for a project in your area.
Their details can be found on page 18.

The Real Bread Company

Successful Businesses

Old Quarry Adventure Playground

Our district has the fourth largest economy in the
Leeds city region, worth over £6.5billion.

Then, he tapped into other areas of expertise for his
business.

But did you know that small businesses make up a
huge proportion of the local economy? 87.5% of the
businesses have less than 10 employees.
We want to encourage new businesses and
entrepreneurs to come to our district and thrive and
prosper.
Our new economic strategy recognises the vital role
that many small businesses play in creating new jobs
and opportunities which support our district’s economy.
We will give them all the support they need to help
take them to the next stage of their development.

Tom said: “The help I received from the Council has
made a significant difference to me. It helped me
with grant support for new equipment to take on new
staff and to boost production.
“I’ve also benefited from strategic support through
the Manufacturing Growth Programme, to plan for five
years of growth. This helped to increase my turn over
and profits by 50% in the first three years.”
Our Wakefield First Team helps with issues such as tax,
exporting and writing a business plan.

Tom Martin, Managing Director of Eric Richmond, Meat
and Pie Company in Ossett, took over the business in
August of 2014 and has benefited from our support.
Tom Martin, Managing Director of Eric Richmond,
Meat and Pie Company, Ossett

He initially sought advice and guidance on the layout
of his new production premises, to ensure they were
compliant with Environmental Health Standards.

Support for entrepreneurs is also available through our
AD:VENTURE programme, which provides expert help
and advice in the first three years of trading, as well as
helping people planning to start a business.
For information visit www.wakefieldfirst.com
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Beware of rogue waste carriers
Did you know all householders have a legal 			
responsibility to ensure their waste 						
items are disposed of in the right way?
Fly-tipping is when items such as old 						
furniture, building rubble and fridges 						
are dumped illegally in places such as 						
sports fields and at the side of roads 						
and in laybys.
This blight affects many communities and 						
is expensive to clear up with Council Tax 						
payers having to fund the clear-up costs 						
of waste dumped on public land.
The law is very clear that you have a 						
duty of care to ensure the person 						
collecting your items is a licensed 						
waste carrier.
If you allow an unlicensed waste 						
carrier to take away items such as furniture, mattresses and fridges and that
person illegally dumps or fly-tips them – you could be prosecuted, face a fine of up
to £5,000 and receive a criminal record.
Ask where your waste is going and to see the waste carrier’s licence and site
permit, record business information and vehicle used and keep a proper invoice and
receipt for your waste.
To check if a person you are using is a fully licensed waste operator visit 		
www.gov.uk/find-registered-waste-carrier or call 0345 8 506 506
If you have household items that need removing from your house, you can use
our bulky item collection service or skip hire. You can also take items to a local
recycling centre free of charge or check with local charities if they will take
your item.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/flytipping

Managing Mental Health
Mental health conditions are very common, with one in four adults
experiencing a mental health issue in any one year.
Similarly mental health problems affect 1 in 10 children and young people often
as a direct response to what is happening in their lives. Symptoms can include
low mood and depression, anger and anxiety.
But we can all take steps to improve and protect our mental wellbeing by
following the Five Ways to Wellbeing:
• Connect – spend time developing relationships with your family, 		
friends, colleagues and neighbours.
• Take notice – be aware of the present moment, including your thoughts
and feelings, your body, your family and friends and the world around you.
• Be active – find an activity such as walking or dancing that you enjoy.
• Give – volunteering and helping others is proven to boost your 		
mental wellbeing.
• Keep learning – new skills can give you a sense of achievement and 		
a new confidence.
For more information on wellbeing visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/mentalhealth
If you are worried about your mental health, or a loved one is experiencing
difficulties, visit your GP.
If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, seek help immediately – if you have
harmed yourself call 999. For 24 hour telephone support call Samaritans on
116 123 or visit www.nhs.uk/conditions/suicide for other organisations that
can offer help and support.

Empty Home? We’re here to help
There are around 500 empty properties in the district that have been
empty for more than two years.
These are not only a waste when so many families are looking for
somewhere to live but an empty property can also cause problems in
the neighbourhood by attracting fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour.
Last year, we helped to bring over 200 properties back into use and we
are eager to continue with this success.
If you own an empty property and you would like to bring it back into
use, we may be able to help you with:
• Interest free loans of up to £5,000
• Help to market the property for sale/lease
• Putting you in touch with investors interested in buying 		
empty properties
• Advice and support if you have recently inheritwed a property
• Information on how to become an accredited landlord
• Free repair advice service
• Independent advice on choosing the right tradesman
We also want to hear from you if there is an empty
property near you that is causing problems.
For more information call 01924 306665

Wakefield District
Local Plan 2036 Update
We are making progress in preparing the new Local Plan which sets out
how the district will develop until 2036.
You gave us your views, during a public consultation on the Initial Draft of
the Local Plan at the beginning of the year, and we are now considering your
responses which will help us shape the plan and the future of the district.
The Plan is a blueprint for the district to guide development and decision making
on planning applications.
This version of the plan outlines policies and sites for new homes, jobs,
recreation and leisure facilities as well as protecting the environment and the
district’s heritage.
The aim is to improve the quality of the places we live in and visit, including
town centres that offer a range of shops, leisure and cultural activities, and to
make sure that investment and prosperity is 					
spread across the district.
We will be holding a
consultation in late 2019, for
you to share your views on
any changes we make to the
Initial Draft Local Plan.
For more information visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/
wdlp2036 or email wdlp@
wakefield.gov.uk
You can register to be informed of
the next stage at
http://consult.wakefield.gov.uk/portal
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Development for our district
We are working on regenerating the district and here’s an update on the progress of projects completed in the last 12 months and up and coming developments.

Leisure Hub moves closer

Five Towns Leisure and Wellbeing Hub has
received planning permission, and we are now 		
a step closer to delivering this facility in
Pontefract Park.
It will include a 10-lane, 25 metre swimming
pool, studio pool with moveable floor and a splash
pad water confidence area, health and fitness
gym, exercise studios and a dedicated spin
studio. It will also be home to a café, soft play
area and climbing activity area, tennis courts, full
size 3G pitch with outdoor changing and outdoor
accessible toilets and a wellness garden.
We aim for the building to be open by 		
Autumn 2020.

Wakefield
Waterfront
• 		 We are continuing to work with a developer 		
to bring forward the redevelopment of Rutland 		
Mills. Work is expected to start this autumn 		
to transform the mills, bringing space for 		
creative industries, bars and restaurants, near 		
The Hepworth Wakefield.
• A new car park for tenants and visitors is due 		
to open in May.
• Work started in January on The Hepworth’s new 		
waterside garden, programmed to open this summer.
Kirkgate
• Work is underway to demolish several derelict 		
buildings to prepare the area for the next phase
of regeneration.

For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/fivetownsleisure
Civic Quarter
• Work to complete the external restoration and 		
structurally repair the Old Crown Court will 		
be complete in June 2019. The Council with 		
Historic England support funded £1.8m to rescue
this building that was at risk. Discussions with 		
potential developers are underway.
Centre
• Wakefield’s new Christmas lights were unveiled in
November. With the support of corporate sponsors
a new lighting scheme including 3D light 		
sculptures was set up across the city centre.

Pontefract
• The Pontefract Vision sets out aspirations of the
town for the next 10 years. For details visit 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/pontevision
• The Pontefract Action Plan lists projects that the
Council and its partners are working on to deliver
the vision. For details visit 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/ponteactionplan

Castleford
• 		 Since Castleford Masterplan was approved in July
2018 we have been working with Homes England
to support the creation of 3,100 new homes in 		
eight new communities identified in the plan.
• The Council has been selected by the Government
to submit a multi-million Housing Infrastructure
Bid to fund essential works to deliver these new
communities. A decision is expected later this year.

Knottingley
• 		 The Knottingley Strategic Development Framework
document identifies where we would like new 		
roads, new public space and new business and
housing areas to go, subject to support within the
new Local Plan. For more information visit		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/ksdf
• 		 A consultation process with residents, businesses
and young people has informed a 10 year 		
Knottingley Vision and an Action Plan, both due to
be published in March. A Masterplan is also being
prepared. Keep an eye on our website for updates
and information.
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Continuing to lead on transformation
of our Children’s Services
You’ll have probably seen we are carrying on delivering children’s services.

We knew it was a big challenge and we’re proud to be making a positive difference.
A report by an Independent Commissioner found that we have ‘responded robustly
and at considerable pace to the challenges posed by the 2018 Ofsted inspection’,
leading the Minister to agree that we should retain full control of the service.
The Independent Commissioner came to Wakefield Council in September 2018,
after a standard Ofsted inspection of Local Authority Children’s Services took
place over two weeks in June. Ofsted judged the services to be inadequate
across the board.
The Independent Commissioner was appointed to review the services and make
recommendations to the Government Minister.
We are firmly focused on keeping young people safe and are working with police,
health and other partners to develop and enhance services.
We will continue to make sure that the changes we are delivering make a positive
difference to staff and make a difference to the lives of our children and their
families.
Some of things we’ve focused on are recruiting more 				
social workers, helping to reduce social work capacity, 				
and a brand new, permanent senior management team 				
is now in place.
We have set up a Learning Academy to support 					
newly-qualified social workers with their case work.
The academy, the only one in Yorkshire, is being 				
developed to provide training and support for other roles 				
within social work throughout 2019.
An interim review of Children and Young People Services 				
will take place in May 2019 and a final review in 				
November 2019, reporting back to the Government Minister.
The Commissioner’s revised direction is available at 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/reviseddirection

Book scheme for babies signs
200th member
More than 200 babies are now part of book scheme which was launched in
the Airedale and Ferry Fryston community two years ago.
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library scheme means babies in the community born after
1 September 2016 can be signed up to receive an age-appropriate book each month,
by post, right up until the child’s fifth birthday.
The scheme is free and is provided in partnership with Wakefield Council and Spectrum
Community Health CIC.
Sarah Hardy’s third son, Sebastian, 17 months, is a member of the scheme, which has
benefitted the whole family, with elderly brothers Isaac, aged 7, and Brandon, aged 9,
enjoying reading to him.
Sarah said: “It’s a brilliant scheme. We all get excited when a new book comes through
the door, it encourages them all to read and it makes me proud of them.”
Reading with children from a young age builds listening, language and memory skills in
a fun way, helping children get ready for school. It is also a great way to entertain and
soothe younger children.
Parents of eligible children can find out more at spectrumhealth.org.uk/campaigns/
dollyparton/ call 01924 311400 or visit Airedale Library. The scheme is currently only
available for those living in the Airedale and Ferry Fryston ward.

Aspire to fitness
With summer on the way there is no better 				
time to get in shape.
If you would benefit from one-to-one support to become fit then 			
why not let our team at Aspire Health help you?
As a member of Aspire Health you get a free 12 week exercise plan which is
personalised to your individual need. Our instructors will create a programme
which is based around your health and fitness levels.
There is no joining fee and you can join for just £23 a month on a 12 month contract
and concessions are available for a variety of people, at £18 per month. Family
membership is also an option.
Your membership gives you access to all our Aspire Health leisure centres across the
district. It includes unlimited use of the swimming pools, gyms and over 200 fitness
classes. So whether you are a beginner or a keep-fit enthusiast we have the facilities
and classes to suit all abilities.
You can use all the leisure centres – Sun Lane, Normanton, Featherstone, Pontefract,
Thornes Park Stadium and Minsthorpe Leisure. They are open throughout the day
with early morning and late-night openings and at the weekends.
To find out more or to sign up go to www.wakefield.gov.uk/aspirehealth

Aspire Health

wakefield.gov.uk/aspirehealth

Hubs helping families
This year our Children First Hubs have extended the range of support they
offer to children and their families.
Our four locally-based hubs in the district offer guidance to families experiencing a range
of issues. This could include supporting a young person experiencing difficulties such as
with family relationships or problems at school.
In the last year the service has been working closely with health visitors and school
nurses, making it quicker and easier for families to get the help they need. Each hub also
has its own Police Community Support Officer, who is there to get to know people in the
community and advise on any issues that cause concerns.
Many families go through tough times and our services are here to help.
Our approach is to make it easy for young people, parents and carers to receive the help
they need at an early stage to deal with the challenges they are facing. This prevents
problems from growing.
A family who received support, said it has made a real difference to their lives. The
parents said they felt listened to, and supported and added: “We didn’t feel judged –
good to have someone from the outside looking in at us as a family.”
There are a range of services across Wakefield to help and support you and your family
which include the four Children First Hubs.
For more information please visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/
early-help
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Providing more care at home
The district’s Adults Connecting Care Hubs are at
the forefront of a change in health and social care
that is giving adults with long term conditions the
option of receiving the support they need at home.
The Hubs bring together a team of Council social

Save Energy
and Money
Improving your home energy efficiency
through loft and cavity wall insulation is
quick and easy and upgrading your heating
boiler can also make big savings.
We have a range of grants and
interest - free loans available to help you
make these improvements.
Contact the Energy Team today on 01924
305887 or email eat@wakefield.gov.uk to
find out what is currently available.
www.wakefield.gov.uk/energy

care, health, housing, voluntary and community sector
professionals across Wakefield to coordinate care and
support for those who wish to be cared for at home, or
as close to home as possible rather than going into a
hospital or hospice.

Eric and Joyce Robinson, both aged in their 90s, needed
support when a fire destroyed their bungalow last year.
The Connecting Care Hubs stepped in to assess the
support they needed.
The couple are now settled in their own flat in sheltered
accommodation in Kettlethorpe, where they receive the
help they need to stay as independent as possible. They
are part of a friendly community where they mix with
other residents, enjoy meals together and take part in
social activities.
Their daughter, Ann Stanley, said: “The team from the
Hub were brilliant, I cannot praise them enough. They
assessed my parents’ health, social care and housing
needs and found the right place for them to live. It
is very reassuring knowing they are safe and well
looked- after. All the support services are linked up
and it means they have a good quality of life.”
Eric said: “We are very happy here, it’s a lovely place.”
The two Hubs in our district; Waterton Hub, in the west
and Bullenshaw Hub in the east closely work with GP
practices. This way of working between a number of
care partners is being rolled out to all GP practices
across our district during 2018/19.
The team at the Hubs also link with services such as
Age UK Wakefield & District befriending scheme, to help
reduce loneliness and isolation.
The Hubs enable people to get the right care, in the right
time and at the right place. To find out more visit 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/cchubs

Help with your Spring clean
Spring is the perfect time of year to spruce up your
home or business.
We offer competitively priced and trusted services to
help with your clear-out - including skip hire which
come in two sizes and is suitable for both domestic
and business customers.
All waste collected is treated in the Wakefield area
and recycled at our state of the art recycling facility.
To find out more visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/skiphire
Our ground maintenance teams of gardeners and
tree surgeons are experts in their field and deliver
work to a professional standard.
We currently work with schools, sports clubs, leisure
centres, hotels, factories and community groups to
keep their outdoor areas spick and span.
Services include grass cutting for lawned areas and
large gardens, sports pitch marking, weeding, tree
and shrub maintenance, tree inspections and snow
clearance. For information visit
www.wakefield.gov/grounds
To find out about our other services visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/hereforbusiness
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We are here to help
Money worries affect a lot of people but if you want advice on how to tackle certain
problems we can help.
Many people may not think about approaching their Local Council – but we have the skills and knowledge to help
you to make a difference to your situation.

Every year thousands of people contact us with housing problems.

Money Support
Schemes

Between April and December 2018 we provided 2,300 people in the district with extra financial support. Through
our Discretionary Housing Payments and Local Welfare Provision we spent over £1m to help vulnerable people
who have shortfalls between their rent and housing benefit. We also helped people in crisis situations to pay for
fuel, food and essential white goods.
We work with partner organisations including WDH and the Food Aid Network to identify people who need support
at an early stage and to help prevent a problem growing into a crisis.

Did you
know

Between April and November 2018 our
Housing Needs Service (HNS) helped 1,354
households to either prevent or relieve
homelessness.
We took 1,832 homeless applications and
placed 390 households into temporary
accommodation.

When someone is threatened with homelessness we agree a plan with the person, which has realistic and
practical steps to prevent or relieve homelessness.
This can include affordable payment plans for Council Tax, reduced rent arrears to help people move or get
priority on the waiting list for rehousing. We have also helped people move to cheaper accommodation or to
secure accommodation and in certain situations have paid rent in advance and removal costs.
For information on homelessness visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/prevent
Rough sleepers visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/rough
Discretionary Housing Payments visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/dhp
Local Welfare Provision visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/lwp

Money worries affect a lot of people
but we can advise you on how to tackle
certain problems.
Our Mortgage Breathing Space helps homeowners
facing repossession. We can issue an interest
free secured loan to clear mortgage arrears and if
needed might be able to pay your mortgage for up
to 12 months. We will work with you to manage
your finances better and to tackle any other debt
problems you might have.
For more information visit 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/buyingsupport
Our Money Smart scheme gives practical help on
reducing fuel bills, switching your energy supplier,
ways to make your home warmer, manage your
money and control debt.
For more information visit 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/moneysmart
If you are struggling to maintain your home we
offer interest free loans to help fund essential
home repairs. Loans of up to £7,000 are available
to replace your old faulty boiler, install new central
heating, roof repairs and windows and doors.
For more information visit 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/grants
Many people are affected by welfare reforms such
as the ‘bedroom tax’, benefit cap and Universal
Credit. For advice on budgeting skills and specialist
debt advice.
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/universal-credit
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Tackling anti-social behaviour

It’s important for everyone to be able
to relax and enjoy their home and
surroundings.
Unfortunately, a minority of people behave in
an anti-social way which affects others such as
causing noise nuiscance and using intimidating or
threatening behaviour.
Anti-social behaviour will not be tolerated and we
are working with our partners to tackle issues so
that all residents can enjoy a good quality of life.
Safer Together, which is the Community Safety
Partnership for the Wakefield District, is committed
to reducing and preventing crime, tackling antisocial behaviour, combating the use of drugs and
alcohol, and reducing domestic abuse in the district.
Through this partnership, Wakefield Council, West
Yorkshire Police, West Yorkshire Fire Service,
Wakefield CCG, WDH, the National Probation
Service, the Community Rehabilitation company
as well as the Voluntary Community Sector works
together to come up with imaginative solutions to
help communities.
For example, the lives of residents in parts of the
south east area of the Wakefield district have been
affected by people illegally riding motorcycles and
scooters on roads and in public places.
The Safer Together partnership recognised the
impact this was having and has funded initiatives to
tackle the issues, including the use of SelectDNA, a
spray used by police to tag a person who is riding
a motorbike illegally. The spray cannot be washed
off and remains on the person’s clothing and skin.
This evidence helped to convict four people for
dangerous driving.
The Partnership this year also began funding West

Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service (WYFRS) to run
courses including the Safer Motorcycling programme.
The aim is to reduce dangerous driving, collisions
between road users and illegal riders as well as
stopping the anti-social use of motorbikes.
Another course, Biker Lite, is designed to change
the behaviour of young adults around the use of
motorcycles and the associated anti-social behaviour.
The courses are in the early stages but initial
feedback suggest some people now better
understand the risks of dangerous driving, why
their use of motorbikes is anti-social, and for the

first time they can see how their actions affect their
neighbours.
Safer Together also supports a number of other
projects to tackle Domestic Abuse, as well as hate
crime, burglary and other community safety issues.
For more information visit 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/CSP
To report anti-social behaviour call 		
0345 8 506 506 or visit 				
myaccount.wakefield.gov.uk

A great place to work
We are the largest employer in the district with over 7,000 employees working 			
in a variety of roles.
We offer a range of great opportunities for career development, as well as a competitive salary and the benefits
that come from working in a large organisation.
In a staff survey 89 per cent, of those who responded, said Wakefield Council was a good employer and 86 		
per cent felt they were treated with respect by their colleagues.
There are currently opportunities for children and adult social workers, with a clearly defined career framework
and training pathway on offer. For more information, visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/jobs
We are also looking to recruit more Passenger Assistants who support children of statutory school age and young
adults with additional needs, to ensure they are safely transported to and from schools and colleges across the
district. To find out more and make a difference in your local community, visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/jobs
We offer a wide range of apprenticeships, providing the chance to learn new skills while earning and to gain a
recognised qualification.
The next round of recruitment for apprentices begins this Spring, to look at the full range of opportunities available
visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/apprenticeships
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Get connected

Being online has a number of benefits to making
your life easier – it is quick, free, there are no
queues.
It also opens up other opportunities, including
keeping in touch with family and friends at the
touch of a button through things like Facebook,
Twitter or Skype.

We can help you get online
You can use computers free of charge in all our
libraries, where there is also free Wi-Fi access. 		
We also offer printing facilities for a small fee.

Don’t have the skills to get online?
There are a range of courses available across
Wakefield, many free of charge. Our libraries offer
digital skills and gadget training. Call in for a chat
at your local library about getting more confident
online.

Some children and young people in our district are unable to live with their
own families, so we become their ‘corporate parent’, supporting them during
their time in care.
When a young person grows into early adulthood, the support we offer continues and
our role is to guide them towards creating an independent life.
Our Local Offer for Care Leavers sets out how we help young care leavers to manage
the many different responsibilities of adult life such as taking care of their health,
education, accommodation and finances.
Each young person has a personal advisor to discuss their plans and to provide help
and advice to reach their individual goals.
Amy, a young care leaver (pictured), says the support she receives has helped her to
learn skills and grow in confidence. She has secured an apprenticeship at the Council
and is aiming for a career working with young people.
Amy, said: “I get on very well with my support worker and I can talk to her about
anything. When I moved into my own flat there was lot to deal with like paying bills,
managing money and what to do in a power cut! It makes a big difference knowing
there’s someone who I can call who is there and will support me.”
For more information on support for Care Leavers visit 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/careleavers
To follow Amy’s progress visit Facebook.com/wfyouthofficial

Amyy

Access to 								
services 						
online
“It’s a lot easier
than phoning as I
have done for the
last 8 plus years.”

“Service very good
and extremely user
friendly. Everything
so easy to understand
and very helpful.”

“Fantastic that
this is now available
online. Easy to do and
payment process is
very quick.”
————
— —

Helping young care leavers 		
to achieve

—
———
—
—

MyMy
Account
Account

One of our priorities is to be a successful Council by delivering excellent
services and giving you a positive customer experience. To help you do this
we’ve made it easier to access our services. One way we are doing this is by
going digital.
By going digital you can find the right information, advice and guidance to make the
right decisions for you. If you make an enquiry online you can track its progress
by using MyAccount, a quick and easy way to track a query, such as reporting a
pothole or reporting fly-tipping.
Through registering for an account you can also look at information about your
neighbourhood, and find out when your next bin collection date is. Join the 32,000
people who are using it.
You can get access to a wide range of online services by visiting our website at		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/online
Here are a few things you can do online:
Make a payment (council tax, business rates, garden waste, bulky waste) 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/payonline
Renew a library book or borrow online magazines 					
www.wakefield.gov.uk/librariesonline
Comment on a planning application www.wakefield.gov.uk/planning
Find your bin collection day www.wakefield.gov.uk/whereIlive
By using our digital services you’re also helping us to be more efficient and to 		
deliver the best possible services with the resources available.
We are working on bringing more services into MyAccount, but if you can’t find the
information within your MyAccount, you’ll be able to find it on
www.wakefield.gov.uk/online
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Meet, Eat, Play & Shop at The Ridings
Positioned at the heart of Wakefield for over
35 years, The Ridings is home to a unique
mix of stores, from high street favourites
including M&S, Boots, Primark and TK
Maxx, to quality independents like Made
& Found Yorkshire and the Wakefield
Antiques Centre.

a £250

shopping voucher

The centre is undergoing a multi-million
pound development programme which has
seen numerous improvements, such as the
creation of a brand new, licensed food and
drink space, The Garden, plus the opening
of kids’ play café The Den - all of which
make it a unique family experience.

Question:
When is Reel Cinema Wakefield set to open?

2019 is set to be another exciting year for
The Ridings, with Reel Cinema Wakefield
set to open a five screen cinema
complex in June 2019, with further 		
leisure outlets to follow.

Email address:

Answer:
Name:
Address:
Postcode:
Post completed entries to: 		
The Citizen Competition, Room 12a Town Hall,
Wood Street, FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE,
Wakefield, WF1 2HQ.
Terms and conditions apply*

*Closing date for entries is 22 April 2019. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Only one entry per person. The details you provide will be held in accordance with the EU General Data Protection
Regulation 1996 and the Data Protection Act 2018 and will not be shared with third parties. Please tick the box if you consent to The Ridings contacting you in connection with the competition or any promotional activities.

ASK FOR HELP – DON’T SUFFER IN SILENCE
Sometimes it can be hard to know if you or someone you know is a victim of domestic abuse, because it
is often a hidden and complicated issue.
Domestic abuse can take many forms – you may know that physical violence can be part of domestic abuse but other forms may be more subtle. This is known as coercive control. These few questions may help you work
out if domestic abuse is an issue:
● Do you ever feel afraid of your partner, family member or ex?
● Do they try to control what you do and who you see?
● Have they ever made threats that make you feel scared?
● Do they have control of your money?
● Are you left feeling bad about yourself and lacking confidence?
● Do you ever change your behaviour and feel like you are walking on eggshells?
If you can answer yes to any of these questions, you may be a victim of domestic abuse – but you are not alone. 		
Help is available.

Please contact us at Wakefield District Domestic Abuse Service on 0800 915 1561 or go to 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/domesticabuse where you will find more information and support. 			
If you are in immediate danger call the police on 999
If you feel you may be using abusive behaviours and want to make positive changes to your relationships,
help and support is available. The Wakefield District Domestic Abuse Service can help you and are waiting to take
your call on 0800 915 1561

wakefield.gov.uk/freefromfear
#Freefromfear
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Dates. . .

for your diary

There’s plenty to do in the district to keep your family entertained this year. Don’t miss out, put these dates
in your diary and come and join us.
Castleford Roman Festival is on Saturday 1 June from Seaside in Knottingley is on Saturday 13 July from
10am – 4pm. Come and have fun and learn all about life 11am - 5pm.
as a Roman in Castleford.
Enjoy all the fun of the seaside with traditional rides,
food, drink and more.
Wakefield Armed Forces Day
Saturday 6 July at Pontefract Park from 10am onwards. Yorkshire Sculpture International Festival
We’ll be marking the event in the Wakefield district once Saturday 22 June to Sunday 29 September.
again this year with a range of activities, music and
Come and see sculpture in all its forms, from new work
entertainment for the whole family.
by international artists to sculpture drawn from 		
world-class collections.
Pontefract Liquorice Festival
Featuring exhibitions and events inside galleries across
Sunday 7 July from 10am - 4pm. Come and sample
Wakefield and Leeds and new
world famous sweet treats, and enjoy live music,
outdoor commissions, including
entertainment and fun for the whole family.
at the Hepworth Wakefield and
Wakefield Seaside in the City is on Saturday 17
Yorkshire Sculpture Park.
August from 10am - 5pm and on Sunday 18 August from
For more information visit 		
10am – 4pm. Seaside in Castleford is on
www.yorkshire-sculpture.org
Saturday 10 August from 10am -4pm

Contact
your
Councillor

Your local councillors are active on your behalf, holding surgeries
where you can meet to discuss your own issues and attending
meetings to get the best they can for everyone in the district.

Ward

Councillor Name

Ward No. 1
Ackworth, North
Elmsall & Upton

Cllr Jessica Carrington

Lab

07770 533848

jcarrington@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Allan Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

agarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Ward

Lab

07716 728496

martynward@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Yvonne Crewe

Lab

07810 212825

ycrewe@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kathryn Scott

Lab

07920 878782

kathrynscott@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Les Shaw

Lab

07827 283103

lesshaw@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Peter Box CBE

Lab

01924 305300

pbox@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jo Hepworth

Lab

07770 533863

johepworth@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacquie Speight

Lab

07920 878786

jspeight@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 4
Castleford Central
&
Glasshoughton

Cllr Richard Forster

Lab

07500 950583

rforster@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Denise Jeffery

Lab

01924 368628

djeffery@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Wallis

Lab

01977 731651

awallis@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 5
Crofton, Ryhill &
Walton

Cllr Maureen Cummings

Lab

07710 314768

mcummings@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Faith Heptinstall

Lab

07960 001497

fheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Albert Manifield

Lab

07810 211390

amanifield@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Isherwood

Lab

07810 181837

gisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Taylor

Lab

07900 058485

dicktaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Tennant-King

Lab

07717 303068

mtennantking@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pauline Kitching

Lab

07825 927163

pkitching@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Glyn Lloyd

Lab

07795 353655

glynlloyd@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Sandra Pickin

Lab

07824 320939

spickin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Darren Byford

Lab

07825 927134

dbyford@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Gillian Cruise

Con

07471 141611

gcruise@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Holwell

Con

07770 533907

mholwell@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Glenn Burton

Lab

01977 678895

gburton@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Harry Ellis

Lab

01977 672027

hellis@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Graham Stokes

Lab

01977 675110

gstokes@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 2
Airedale & Ferry
Fryston
Ward No. 3
Altofts &
Whitwood

Ward No. 6
Featherstone

Ward No. 7
Hemsworth

Ward No. 8
Horbury & South
Ossett

Ward No. 9
Knottingley

Ward No. 10
Normanton

Ward No. 11
Ossett

Party Telephone

Email

Councillor Elaine Blezard

Lab

07824 320815

eblezard@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor David Dagger

Lab

07901 990736

ddagger@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Alan Wassell

Lab

07760 182798

alanwassell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nick Farmer

Con

07920 878784

nfarmer@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynn Masterman

Lab

07825 927995

lmasterman@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Angela Taylor

Con

07733 313454

actaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 12
Pontefract North

Ward No. 13
Pontefract South

Ward No. 15
Stanley &
Outwood East

Ward No. 16
Wakefield East

Ward No. 17
Wakefield North

Ward No. 18
Wakefield Rural

Ward No. 19
Wakefield South

Ward No. 20
Wakefield West
Ward No. 21
Wrenthorpe &
Outwood West

Council and Cabinet meetings are where key
decisions are made about many of the
services we provide.
We want you to be involved - did you know you
can tune into our Full Council and
Cabinet meetings?
If you cannot attend, you can watch live, or later
at www.wakefield.gov.uk/livestream or join
in the conversation on Twitter by following
@MyWakefield.

For more information, or to watch
previous meetings

visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/livestream

We have 63 councillors, representing and serving more than
315,000 people in the district, listening to your views and acting on
your concerns.

Ward

Ward No. 14
South Elmsall
& South Kirkby

Tune into
Council meetings

Councillor Name

Party Telephone

Email

Cllr Pat Garbutt

Lab 01977 780742

pgarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lorna Malkin

Lab 07810 290687

lmalkin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Tennant

Lab 07881487213

clivetennant@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr George Ayre

Lab 07920 878785

gayre@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Jones

Lab 07770 534306

davidjones@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Celia Loughran

Lab 07810 330504

cloughran@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Michelle Collins

Lab 07525 327945

michellecollins@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Steve Tulley

Lab 07725 745136

stulley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynne Whitehouse

Lab 07471 141616

lynnewhitehouse@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jack Hemingway

Lab 07392 191202

jackhemingway@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Matthew Morley

Lab 07719 904085

mmorley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacqui Williams

Lab 07720 882849

jacquelinewilliams@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Stuart Heptinstall

Lab 07770 534396

sheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ros Lund

Lab 01924 826696

rlund@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Olivia Rowley

Lab 07711 153600

orowley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tracey Austin

Lab 07887 594707

taustin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Isherwood

Lab 07827 283105

margaretisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Elizabeth Rhodes

Lab 01924 377973

brhodes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Cynthia Binns

Con 07825 927986

cynthiabinns@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Samantha Harvey

Con 07471 141556

sharvey@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Sanders

Con 07762 835149

isanders@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nadeem Ahmed

Con 07736 844085

cllrnahmed@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Monica Graham

Con 01924 258214

mgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Hunt

Con 07825 927808

rhunt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Graham

Lab 07825 904374

michaelgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Hilary Mitchell

Lab 07810 010430

hilarymitchell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Swift

Lab 07824 461060

kswift@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Johnson

Lab 01924 781602

martynjohnson@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Charlie Keith

Lab 01924 299699

ckeith@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nic Stansby

Con 07471 141672

nstansby@wakefield.gov.uk

To find your councillor, please see this list or visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/councillors
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Community Group Visits

Renewi, working in partnership with Wakefield
Council, is welcoming Wakefield residents to visit
their purpose built Education Centre.
Following the merger between Shanks and Van Gansewinkel Groep B.V. (“Van
Gansewinkel”) on 1 March 2017, the combined businesses re-launched under a
new brand, which included re naming the Company from Shanks Group plc to
Renewi plc.
The centre is available for school and community visits as well as to the general
public. The exciting centre at the South Kirkby Site takes visitors on a journey
to trace what happens to their waste from the point at which it arrives at the
state of the art facilities to the new products which are created.

Opening Times
Monday

9.00am - 9.00pm

Tuesday - Friday

9.00am - 5.00pm

Saturday

9.00am - 1.00pm

Sunday

Closed

Get in touch:

Can’t visit our centre? We can also pay a
visit to your community group or school.

Primary and Secondary School Visits
A unique programme has been designed specifically for
Primary and Secondary Schools tailored for each year
group in KS1 to KS4. Students can discover the world of
waste and recycling in the comfort of the education centre.
The programme has been planned around the National
Curriculum and covers a wide range of curriculum
areas particularly:
• English • Science • Maths • Geography • Art & Design

Closed Christmas Day/Boxing Day/New Year’s Day.
Out of hours visits can be organised for community
groups e.g. Guides or Scouts Workshops.

Contacts &
Bookings

www.renewiwakefield.co.uk

Working together for Wakefield Advert (160x268mm).qxp_Layout 1 12/02/2019 08:52 Page 1

This memorable experience encourages pupils to be the driving force behind
the sustainable ethos in their school in a programme that cannot be
replicated in the school environment. Not only is there an opportunity to learn
about waste but there is an outdoor learning environment for scavenger
hunting and nature walks.
The experience is available to all KS1 to KS4 pupils, and those with special
educational needs, who attend school in the Wakefield authority area. A
maximum of 40 people can be accommodated per class.

For more information and

Tel: 01977 624 678

to book, please get in touch

Email: education.wakefield@renewi.com

with our Education Team:

Web: www.renewiplc.com

0345 8 506 506

working in partnership with

Working together for Wakefield
At ENGIE, we are passionate about improving the lives of the
communities we serve - from providing the people, services
and products that effect positive change, to building, heating
and powering the spaces that they can thrive in.
We are proud to be working in partnership with Wakefield
Council to provide a high quality, integrated service that
meets the needs of communities across the district.

places.engie.co.uk

Community groups are particularly welcome for bespoke
workshops. If you want to find out more about an aspect of waste
simply get in touch with our Education Team who will develop
something specifically for your needs. Children, young people and
adult groups are equally welcome.

education.wakefield@renewi.com
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Need to Contact the Council?
Access a wide range of services online pay for it, report it, do it online.
Go to www.wakefield.gov.uk/online
Find more information on
Facebook and
Twitter @MyWakefield
Urgent enquiry?
• Call Customer Services: 0345 8 506 506
• Concerned about a vulnerable child or adult? 		
Call Social Care Direct: 0345 8 503 503
Other helpful numbers:
• Automated Council Payments System: 0345 603 1539
• Police: Non-emergency 101
• NHS: Non-emergency 111
• Housing: WDH						
www.wdh.co.uk or 0345 8 507 507
• Report faulty street lighting 0800 783 1654

18 April - Dragon Egg Hunt: 			
Hunt dragon eggs with fun trails and
activities.
21 - 24 April - St George’s Weekend:
With a stunning medieval camp,
archery music and more.
2 June - Civil Wars: 		
Featuring re-enactors, a gun display,
siege engines and a climbing wall.
22 June - Proms:
Listen to beautiful music and watch a
spectacular firework finale.

Family events at
Pontefract Castle
this Spring and Summer
There’s lots going on at Pontefract Castle this
Spring and Summer! For more details and all
the latest news, visit our website:
www.pontefractcastle.co.uk

6 July - Picnic in the Castle:
Enjoy live entertainment, street
walkers and free workshops
1 August - Victorian Garden Party:
Be surrounded by the sights and
sounds of a 19th Century Garden Party.
Pontefract Castle, Castle Garth,
Pontefract, WF8 1QH

hepworthwakefield.org/odundo

Magdalene Odundo

16 Feb – 2 June
10am – 5pm
Open daily
‘Arguably the greatest master of pure sculptural form
in ceramics working anywhere in the world today’
Art Fund

free
entry

Exhibition partners

Exhibition supported by

Funded by

Registered charity no1138117
Magdalene Odundo, Untitled, 1994. Burnished and carbonised terracotta.
Private Collection, courtesy of McClain Gallery. Image courtesy Sothebys © Magdalene Odundo

The Citizen is the newspaper of the City of Wakefield Metropolitan District Council, edited and designed by the Council’s Communications Team. This newspaper is produced from sustainable resources and is the product of managed forests.

