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NEWS IN BRIEF

Wakefield Library and Museum to host exhibition by 		
artist Sir Quentin Blake
An exhibition by world famous artist and illustrator, Sir Quentin
Blake, is coming to Wakefield in July.
Wakefield Library and Museum will host the drawings, which were
created for the 2016 centenary of Roald Dahl’s birth.
The British Library exhibition, generously supported by Quentin Blake
and Arts Council England, asks you to imagine that a number of Dahl’s
characters have been invited to come and sit for their portrait. They are
depicted, not quite as they appear in the illustrations, but more formally treated as though they were real people.

								
								 Children will be able to get involved in art and craft activities, and story
								 times inspired by the theme of portraits. Keep an eye on our website for
details nearer the time www.wakefield.gov.uk/museums
			
Helping pregnant women and
their families to quit smoking

Time to celebrate

Mums-to-be and their families can get help to stop smoking,
to give their baby the healthiest start in life.
We’ve worked with partner organisations and local women to
create the ‘Stub it Out’ video to explain why it’s so important
to give up smoking.
Protecting babies from tobacco smoke is one of the best
things you can do to give your child a healthy start in life.
Smoking during pregnancy can directly cause ectopic
pregnancy, miscarriages, high-risk pregnancies and restrict
babies growth to low weight.
For more information about the project, and for advice on
stopping smoking during pregnancy, visit www.stubitout.org

Preventing Fraud
Fraud against the Council reduces the amount of money it
has to provide services for our residents.
If you know, or believe that someone is committing a fraud
against the Council, you can give us details so we can
investigate and stop the misuse of public money.
Please call (01977) 727088 or email Investigations.
Team@wakefield.gcsx.gov.uk
Please note we may share or use data that you supply for
the National Fraud Initiative. It matches electronic data within
and between public and private sector bodies to prevent and
detect fraud.

Welcoming a new arrival is a special time for families and an
occasion to be celebrated.
We offer naming ceremonies as a unique and personal way of welcoming
a child into the family and wider community for those who prefer a nonreligious ceremony.
Stacey Addy chose a naming ceremony for her daughter Pixie-Beau and
said: “It was a special and lovely ceremony. I enjoyed choosing the readings
and poems and all our family and friends said how much they’d enjoyed
the ceremony.”
Ceremonies can be an opportunity to announce the baby’s name, make
promises of commitment and support and include other adults to pledge
their support.
The ceremonies can take place in Wakefield or Pontefract Town Halls, or
many other approved venues across the district.
A dedicated member of our ceremonies team will discuss all aspects of
your naming ceremony with you.
Find out more at www.wakefield.gov.uk/namingceremony or call
01924 302185.

ASPIRE
FOR MORE
in 2018

Wakefield GPs offer support in
the evenings and at weekends,
including bank holidays.
If you need medical care between 6pm and 10pm during
the week, or 9am and 3pm at the weekend, call your usual
GP practice number. 					
A trained health professional will assess your needs and if
needed offer you a GP appointment.

Your feedback
Welcome to your annual edition of The Citizen. Let us know if
you have any views or comments about this edition. Email us
at thecitizen@wakefield.gov.uk
Or write to us at Room 12a, Town Hall, Wood Street,
FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE Wakefield WF1 2HQ

Disclaimer: To the best of our knowledge, the information in The
Citizen is accurate and reliable at the time of publication.

Now is the perfect time to get fit for summer at an
accessible price.
Aspire Health members enjoy access to our six facilities
across the district – Sun Lane, Normanton, Featherstone,
Pontefract , Thornes Park and the newly-opened
Minsthorpe Leisure.
We offer more than 250 classes for all abilities and fitness
levels, along with use of five pools and five gyms across
the district.
All Aspire members are offered a free 12-week exercise
programme tailored to their health and fitness goals.
So whether you’re an absolute beginner or have used our
facilities before, our instructors are here to help you every
step of the way!
Aspire Health memberships cost £23 per month
(from 1 April 2018 onwards), with concessionary rates of
£17 and family memberships also available.
To find out more visit 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/aspirehealth

Get ‘Blown Away’
at Pugneys
An exciting trail is coming to Pugneys Country Park.
We’ve teamed up with fantastic local author and illustrator,
Conrad Burdekin and Lilian Fitchett, to create a blustery
story about the mischievous wind.
Families can follow the gusty tale with exciting creations to
find around the lake.
The wind is the main character, entertaining himself
and causing upset to a few of the locals - from blowing
Grandad’s underpants into the mud, to sending the boy
flying with his kite. However, after the locals tell him to
leave, they soon realise they all need each other.

The blown away story trail opens in April.
For more information and updates 			
visit www.facebook.com/pugneysCP
The book will be stocked at libraries and available 		
for sale at Pugneys.
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OPEN BOX
Creating great places can’t just be done by
physical redevelopment and regeneration
though, it also needs to come from people
feeling safe and happy where they live.
The consultation, which helped us plan this
year’s budget, showed that preventing and
tackling crime and anti-social behaviour was
a real priority for the residents who took part.
We know that fly-tipping has a very negative
impact on communities which is why we reinstated the full-time removal team and have
tried to protect these type of services from
further budget cuts. Officers are now looking
into how new technology can help us deliver
better and more efficient services, including
how drones could help us beat the fly-tippers.

Unfortunately, a minority of people use anti-social and intimidating behaviour
in public places which is often linked to drinking alcohol and taking
illegal drugs.
This behaviour will not be tolerated and we are using Public Space Protection Orders
(PSPOs) which allows us, the police and community support officers to tackle anti-social
behaviour in Wakefield city centre, Pontefract and Castleford town centres and parts of
Pontefract Racecourse.
In our district these measures are working. We have used powers which allow us to
demand that someone behaving in a persistent and aggressive manner hands over
their alcohol. Around 400 items of alcohol have been confiscated in Wakefield since the
PSPO was set up there last year, making it a safer place for all to enjoy.
People who continue to behave in an anti-social way can be issued with a £100 fixed
penalty notice, and in Wakefield 23 tickets have so far been issued. They can also be
fined £1,000, if prosecuted.
PSPO powers have been used successfully in and around Pontefract Park, the race
course and surrounding areas to tackle an issue where people were racing their cars
and performing dangerous and aggressive stunts.
Having the tools to deal with these incidents, has made the park safer for residents and
visitors, reduced noise nuisance and the impact of anti-social behaviour.
PSPOs were introduced in 2014 as one of a number of measures to help local
authorities tackle crime, nuisance and disorder in a particular place, when the actions
of a person or group are impacting on a community’s quality of life.
The Orders help to ensure that residents, workers and visitors can enjoy public spaces,
safe from anti-social behaviour.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/pspo

These, and many other fantastic projects,
going on will help make our communities
even better places to live, work and visit.

Residents’ priorities helped shape the budget
and will also help us focus our resources.
Your priority is our priority.

Cllr Peter Box CBE
Leader of Wakefield Council

Local heroes put on the map
We asked what you would like to officially name the Wakefield
Eastern Relief Road and the most popular names were put to a
public vote in the Wakefield Express.
You chose Neil Fox Way, closely followed by
Nellie Spindler Drive.
The roads will be officially named at
ceremonies in spring, with the main part of
the WERR becoming Neil Fox Way, and the
section of the road that links up to Ferry Lane
in Stanley, as Nellie Spindler Drive.
Neil Fox MBE is one of the most prominent
figures in the history of rugby league. The
former Wakefield Trinity Centre received an
MBE in 1982 and was admitted into the Rugby
League Hall of Fame in 1988, the highest
accolade the sport can bestow on a player.
Neil Fox MBE, said: “I am very proud to be
honoured in this way, on a road that will last
for many years and years to come, it is great
news.”

Neil Fox MBE

Nellie Spindler

The second name to be chosen is in tribute
to local nurse, Nellie Spindler. Nellie was born
in Wakefield in 1891 and was killed in action
during the First World War in 1917.
Nellie is the only woman to be buried with full
military honours, in a cemetery of 10,000 men
in Passechendale.
Mrs Margaret Truelove, Nellie Spindler’s niece,
said: “I’m delighted at the news. It’s a great
way to remember Nellie’s legacy and it is very
moving for our family.”
The £33m road provides an essential link
between the A642 and A638, unlocking
land for development and will help to reduce
congestion and pollution within the city.

Photos courtesy of the Wakefield Express

We know how much you enjoy visiting towns, cities and parks in the district
and that doing so safely is important to you.

We have some great things happening
in the district this year – a new leisure
centre in Minsthorpe, the planning
application submitted for a £14million
health and well-being facility in Pontefract,
work starting on site shortly in Wakefield to
redevelop Rutland Mills, the final piece of
the jigsaw in the regeneration of the City’s
waterfront area and a masterplan to help
regenerate and access funding for the north
east part of Castleford.

We also work very closely with West Yorkshire
Police, a partnership that is essential if
we are to effectively deal with anti-social
behaviour.
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Tour de Yorkshire comes back to our district!
Discover the countryside
on foot or by bike

We’re looking forward to welcoming the Tour de Yorkshire
back to the district - with the race returning for the third year.
The Tour de Yorkshire race is organised
by Welcome to Yorkshire and the Amaury
Sport Organisation (ASO), in association
with British Cycling and takes place over
four days.
On the second day, Friday 4 May, the
route will come into the district at
South Elmsall before travelling through
Ackworth and Pontefract and leaving
the district at Castleford, as part of the
second stage which starts in Barnsley
and ends in Ilkley.

As well as visiting the Wakefield district,
the cyclists will race from Beverley to
Doncaster on Thursday 3 May, from
Richmond to Scarborough on Saturday
5 May, and from Halifax to Leeds on
Sunday 6 May. The event features both
men’s and women’s races.

If you’ve been inspired by the Tour
de Yorkshire to get on your bike, our
Active Wakefield cycle maps are ideal
for riders of all levels.
The maps, which cover 12 routes,
start from Pugneys Country Park,
Thornes Park Stadium and Pontefract
Park and offer easy cycling suitable
for families, as well as longer
more challenging routes for more
experienced cyclists.
The routes are mainly off-road or on
quiet roads and follow parts of the
Wakefield Wheel Cycle route around
the district. Don’t worry if you don’t
own a bike, you can hire one from
Thornes Park, Pugneys or Anglers.
For walkers we have 35 circular
walking routes across the district that
are suitable for all levels of fitness and
take 30 to 60 minutes to complete.
They take in scenic spots including
the Knottingley Discovery Trail, Health
Common and Newmillerdam.

The first Tour de Yorkshire took place in
2015. It forms part of the legacy of the
historic Yorkshire Grand Depart of the
Tour de France in 2014.

The cycle race is a fun experience and
also an excellent platform to showcase
what we have and to bring visitors into
the area.
People are encouraged to give their
support by lining the route, which will
also showcase our district to visitors and
millions of TV viewers.

For more on the Tour de Yorkshire visit www.letouryorkshire.com and information
will also be published at www.wakefield.gov.uk/tdy

HAVE YO

UR SAY

IN MAY

www.w
akefield

.gov.uk/

May 3rd is polling day – when you will
decide who will represent you for the
next three years.
One third of the Council seats - one in each
of the Council’s 21 wards - will be up for
election.
You must be registered to vote to have your
say in May. It’s important to check you’re
registered to vote, especially if you have
recently changed your surname or address,
or any other details have changed.
Being on the electoral register is important as
banks, building societies and loan companies

election

s

use it to verify the address of applicants
before approving loans and bank accounts.
Registering is quick and easy. You will need
your National Insurance number and date of
birth and will need to register by midnight on
April 17. Visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Or, if you are unsure if you are registered
call the Electoral Services Office on 01924
305023 and a member of the team will
check your details for you.
We’ll be updating our website with
information about registration, candidates,
voting and polling stations.

For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/elections

All routes can be downloaded from
www.wakefield.gov.uk/sport-andleisure or you can pick up a free copy
from Council libraries.

Council meetings - 		
tune in and get involved
Key council decisions about many of
the services we provide are made at
Council and Cabinet meetings, and we
want you to be as involved in these as
possible.
Did you know you can watch all of our
Cabinet and Full Council meetings?
If you’re unable to attend, you can watch
them live at www.wakefield.gov.uk/
livestream and join in the conversation
on Twitter by following @MyWakefield.
You can also watch the meetings again
later at your convenience.
You can also get more involved by
attending our ‘Cabinet on Tour’ meetings.

This is when we take our regular Cabinet
meetings, normally held in Wakefield
Town Hall, to different parts of the
district to make it easier for you to come
along. At the meeting there will be an
opportunity to put questions to Cabinet
Members, and discuss the issues that
matter to you.
Dates and locations for the 2018/19
meetings will be available on our website
soon.
For more information, or to watch
previous meetings visit 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/livestream
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Local councillors give community projects a huge
boost from grants programme
Your local councillors will be investing another £50,000 in each
ward again as we have committed to another round of the Capital
Grants Programme.
The scheme, which is led by ward
councillors, will see over £1m invested
across the district for the third
consecutive year. After discussions with
residents, community and voluntary
groups, councillors will be identifying
projects in need of capital funding
which will help improve and boost local
communities.

The funding helps local communities
and clubs and can support play areas,
open spaces and infrastructure, to
make a difference to your area. It can
also help groups access other external
grants and boost external fundraising.

Over the last two years the programme
has seen over 150 projects approved
and 115 have been completed so far
across the district, including a pelican
crossing, park benches and new play
equipment.

If you have any ideas for a project that
would benefit your area, then please
contact your local ward councillors and
they will be happy to discuss this with
you. You can find their contact details
on Page 16.

Here’s a snapshot of some of the
projects that have been completed
across the district in the last 12 months.

St John’s Miners, Normanton

Green Park, Ossett

Wrenthorpe Park

Standbridge Community Centre

Balne Lane Community Centre

Westfield Centre

Featherstone Community Centre

Fryston Road, Airedale

Hemsworth Miners Club

Sandal Library

Pontefract Park

Three Lanes End, Castleford

Valley Gardens, Pontefract

Spring 2018

6

Ambitious development plans
As part of our plans to regenerate the district we
are working on projects that make a difference to
residents, businesses and visitors, including new
homes and roads.
Here’s an update on up and coming developments
and projects that were completed in the last year.

Wakefield
City Fields
• The Wakefield Eastern Relief Road opened in spring 2017
to ease traffic congestion around the city centre. It also has
opened up the City Fields for development including up to
2,500 new homes, a business park, shops and facilities.
Kirkgate, Wakefield - highways regeneration scheme

• Work on the first phase of housing development is underway,
with Miller and Bellway building 329 new homes, some of
which are already home to new residents.
• The first public art work ‘Horizon Gateway’ is being designed
for the Aberford Road entrance to City Fields
Kirkgate
• A £5.5m highway improvement scheme is underway in
Kirkgate to replace the subways under the roundabout with
pedestrian crossings and new pavements. The project is due
to be completed in summer.
• A plan for the wider Kirkgate area is also being developed to
regenerate the area and improve links between both the city
centre and the waterfront.

Rutland Mills

Civic Quarter
• Work to reroof the historic former Crown Court building is
scheduled to start this spring.
• Rishworth Street multi-storey car park has been demolished,
and replaced with a temporary single level car park while
future options for the site are considered.
Waterfront
• A planning application has been submitted to develop Rutland
Mills and transform the historic waterfront area into a vibrant,
culturally rich space.
Pontefract Townscape
Heritage project

Carlton Street, Castleford

Apprenticeships are available in different areas
including business, horticulture, operational support

• A Masterplan for Castleford to help plan for future
development along the Aire River Corridor is being produced.
• Kier Living had sold 23 new homes in its Fryston Village
development by the end of 2017.
• Proposals for road improvements in Castleford are to be
submitted to the West Yorkshire Combined Authority.
• Plans for the refurbishment of Castleford train station are
progressing, with design work underway. Works are expected
to start on site in early 2019, and take around nine months to
complete.

Normanton
• The new Normanton Hub is completed and in use
• The new Smirthwaite cycle route connecting to the town
centre and railway station is nearly complete.

Regional Growth Fund (RGF) supported
schemes in the South East
We have invested over £8m of RGF funding to help bring forward
more than 800 new homes and provide hundreds of new jobs at
Fitzwilliam, Featherstone and South Elmsall.
• The new Frickley Mews scheme is also now open at South
Elmsall, providing 67 beds of Extra Care Housing for residents
needing care, and 66 new affordable homes for families.
• The derelict swimming baths and old hotel sites on Westfield
Lane at South Elmsall have been sold to WDH for development
with new affordable homes.

Helping small and medium sized house
building companies

Bretton
• The redevelopment of Bretton Hall is underway to create a
high-quality hotel, exhibition and conference centre.

• A new leisure hub is being planned in Pontefract Park, a
planning application is due to be submitted in spring.

Register your interest in an apprenticeship
We have opportunities at the Council, where you can
learn new skills while earning and gaining a recognised
qualification, to get your career off to a flying start.

• Lateral (Castleford) Ltd have been granted outline planning
permission at Junction 32 for Axiom Park, a major new
development including retail, a country park, a community
stadium, cafes and restaurants.

• The Cathedral Academy Performing Arts College plan to start
work on a new college, opposite the railway station, in late
2018.

• Pontefract Townscape Heritage Initiative has funded the repair
of 17 key historic buildings in Gillygate, Ropergate and Market
Place over the past six years. Works are planned for three
more buildings.

Thinking of applying for an apprenticeship?

• Work is underway at the disused C6 chemical site and the
former Nestlé chocolate factory to prepare the land for
redevelopment.

• The extended and improved train station car park at Fitzwilliam
is due for completion before summer 2018.

Pontefract

Frickley Mews, South Elmsall

• Road improvements at Carlton Street and Sagar Street in the
town centre were completed last year.

Merchant Gate
• Strata Homes is expected to complete 100 new homes before
the end of this year.

• A specialist company plans to convert the historic Orangery
into a bar restaurant this year.
Girnhill, Featherstone

Castleford

and IT and are for all academic abilities, up to and
including degree level.
To register your interest in an apprenticeship visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/apprentices 		
Formal applications open in May.

• We are working to help stimulate the growth of the small and
medium-sized building companies across the district, and are
looking to release a number of small sites for development
with new homes.
Bridge Homes
• All the new homes built by our joint venture company Bridge
Homes at its first site at St Swithins in Stanley are now occupied
by new residents. Homes are for sale at the second site at
Thornes Gate and Calder Fields at Kettlethorpe will start in
2018.
College Grove (Wakefield)
• We are working with landlords and residents at College
Grove and 23 landlords have now been accredited to join our
Responsible Landlord Scheme.
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SAVE

£30k

The Budget 2018/19
We are once again facing a huge financial
challenge, in this, the eighth consecutive year
of cuts to our budget.

SAVE

£230K

At a meeting of full Council on March 9, Councillors
approved plans to save £28m from the Council’s
budget. Over £171m of savings have been made
since 2010 and Government grant funding is now
53% less than it was eight years ago.
The budget outlines how we propose to make the
savings and has been shaped using feedback from
a consultation. As far as possible we will protect the
services you told us you rely
on the most.

£

IN 2018/19
WE NEED TO
SAVE £28m

Delivering a balanced
budget has meant we have
had to make some tough
choices. Whilst over 95
percent of our services are
universal, we cannot make
savings without impacting
on the delivery of frontline
services. Some services will
change, and some will have
to cease, over the coming
year.

BY INCREASING
THE NUMBER
OF COMMERCIAL
WASTE
CUSTOMERS

Preventing and tackling anti-social behaviour
Supporting older and vulnerable people
Keeping children safe
Keeping streets and neighbourhoods clean and tidy

• Keeping roads safe and making it easy to get around

Budget pressures
Around 60% of the Council’s entire budget is spent
on adult and children’s services. There are demand
pressures in all these services and the rising cost of
adult social care is a huge challenge for all councils.
We have already had to make major changes and
must continue to find even more different ways to
deliver the services that remain.
Children and young people’s
services will need to continue to
change and reduce, so that we
can deliver the most fundamental
services as well as manage
demand in this area.

£870k

SAVE BY
WORKING
MORE
EFFICIENTLY
USING
DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGY

DIGITAL SAVING OF £870K

The budget consultation
showed that 65% of people agreed
Council Tax should increase to support services and
72% said the Council should raise existing charges
and introduce new charges for some services that are
currently free.

• £130k
by reducing the number of buildings we own.
be
• £870k by reducing how much it costs to deliver our 		
services by being more efficient, for example by using
more digital technologies.

This year we have increased Council Tax by 2.99%
to ensure that the universal services, such as bin
collections, street lighting and road maintenance,
which make up 95% of all the services the Council
deliver, can continue in some form. This will add a
49p increase each week to band A properties.

The Council’s work to build a strong local economy
is paying off. Support for new business and success
in attracting new housing developments mean that
we have raised an extra £7m a year to help meet the
financial challenge.

ADULT
SOCIAL CARE
PRECEPT 2%

Budget consultation

•
•
•
•

BY
USING
LED
STREET
LIGHTS

Council Tax

We understand what is important to you and have
responded to your views – including reinstating our
dedicated fly-tipping removal team to tackle 		
anti-social behaviour.

Over 1200 residents told us what matters most to
them in terms of Council spending. Thank you to
everyone who took part. You told us your top five
areas were:

THANKS TO MORE
EFFICIENT HIGHWAYS AND
WINTER MAINTENANCE

32p each week
on a band A
property

COUNCIL
TAX UP
BY 2.99%
49p each week
on a band A
property

The Adult Social Care Precept
Each year demand for social care goes up by 5%. It
is a big challenge to manage the costs of caring for
older people, which is a national issue.
We have set an Adult Social Care Precept of 2%. This
will add another 32p each week to Band A properties.

Savings
We have instigated a range of measures to save
£28m. These include:
• £30k by having a more efficient highways winter 		
maintenance service.
• £230k from using LED street lights
• £150k by stopping the least effective Sport and Health
Improvement Programmes
• £300k from a review of library facilities, mobile and home
library services and back office support
• £130k by changing our bin rounds – keeping the 		
frequency the same for everyone but using different 		
times of the day and week.
• £100k from closer working with the NHS to bring down
the cost of residential services for people with learning
difficulties
• £430k from reducing commissioned public health services
in line with the reduced Public Health Grant.

Working for you

We continue to be enterprising and more innovative,
while reducing the cost of what we do. Here are some
ways we intend to generate additional funds.
• £370k by being more commercial in delivering sport
and leisure services, including reviewing some services
and increasing fees and charges
• £120k from increasing charges for bereavement services
• £50k by starting to charge for car parking at some parks
• £30k from charging developers more for our 		
planning advice
• £70k by charging people more for wanting to use our
planning service
• £30k from selling our environmental health advice to
other organisations
• £30k by increasing the charges for people using our
registrar services
• £200k from increasing the number of commercial 		
waste customers
• £480k from maximising opportunities from external 		
funding sources

Our staff
We’ll be saving money on our staffing costs during
2018/19 by reducing staffing costs by £1.32m.

Future budgets
We are already looking at how we will continue to
be efficient and make the required savings for the
2019/20 financial year. We will consult on this later in
the year and hope you wlll take part.
We also welcome your ideas about how we can do
things differently and be more efficient, or make
savings. If you have any suggestions please email us
at yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk

You can read the full budget report on our website at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/budget
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Make a splash,Make
visita castles
and
enjoy
splash and
getfit
at fun days out !
Our district’s a great place to relax and
have fun, get fit, learn about the past or try
something new.
We have a range of top attractions on
your doorstep, from our Castles, leisure
facilities and scenic parks and spaces to
world renowned sculpture at The Hepworth
Wakefield and the Yorkshire Sculpture Park.
There are lots of family events and activities to
get involved in over spring and summer time so check them out and join in.

Major investment in Sandal Castle
Work starts on a £734,000 project at Sandal Castle this year, to protect the monument and reduce future
maintenance costs.
It includes the replacement of one bridge and repair of the other, and repairs and replacement of the steps and
Keep platform. There will also be repairs to stonework . The work is expected to be completed later this year.

Pontefract Castle
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this spring and summer

Proms in the Castle - Saturday 23 June. Enjoy an evening
of classical music from the West Yorkshire Symphony
Orchestra.

St George’s Day at the Castle - Saturday 21 April and
Sunday 22 April from 11am- 4pm. See the mighty 		
St George charge in on his trusty steed to slay the dragon.

Picnic at the Castle - Saturday 7 July. Pack a picnic, sit
back, relax and experience an entertaining day of family
fun in the grounds of Pontefract Castle.

Siege Weekend - Sunday 27 May and Monday 28 May,
from 11am - 4pm. See how a medieval fortress would
have been attacked.

Yorkshire Day at the Castle – Wednesday 1 August from
11am - 4pm. Celebrate with an historical themed event at
the castle.

2018

Family events at

Dragon Egg Hunt at the Castle - Thursday 5 April from
11am - 2pm. Enjoy Easter crafts, games and fun family
activities.

There’s more to see at

Pontefract Castle

There’s lots to do in the district to keep your
family entertained this year. Don’t miss out, put
these dates in your diary and come and join us.

Facts and
fi

gures

Armed Forces Day 				
Saturday 16 June at Pontefract Park from 10am onwards.
Join in the fun with dancing, music, and military displays,
plus food and drink stalls.
Pontefract Liquorice Festival 			
Sunday 8 July from 10am - 4pm in the town centre.
Come and sample world famous sweet treats, and enjoy
demonstrations and craft activities too.

Picnic at the Castle, in partnership with Pontefract Heritage Group, is always a popular event

30 tonne
reinforced s of
steel

275 tonne
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concrete f

25 metre p

50 station

Dates
for your
diary

ool

gym

Building work at Pontefract Castle finishes later this year, providing a more accessible site and a great
venue for an exciting programme of events and activities.
The £3.5 million Key to the North project has seen scaffolding on site for two years but now the work
is almost complete and large sections of the castle have been revealed. The work includes a great new
visitor centre and the Liquorice Café which are already open.
For the first time in hundreds of years visitors will be able to go inside the Sally Port, where a floor from
the 1600s was discovered during the works. The remains of the Piper Tower have been uncovered, and
we will soon be starting work on a bandstand which will hold music events.
The project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic England, Wakefield Council, the Wolfson
Foundation and landfill charity EpaC.
The castle is open seven days a week and entry is free www.pontefractcastle.co.uk

For more details of what’s on and where throughout the year visit the websites

Wakefield Seaside in the City is on Saturday 11 August
from 10am - 5pm and on Sunday 12 August from
10am - 4pm. Seaside in Castleford is on Saturday 18
August from 10am - 4pm.				
Enjoy all the fun of the seaside with traditional rides,
food, drink and more.
Castleford Roman Festival is on Saturday 15 September
from 10am – 4pm. Come and have fun and learn about
life in Castleford as a Roman.
We will also be holding our popular Christmas light
switch-ons in November in Wakefield, Pontefract and
Castleford. Dates to be confirmed. Check our website for
details www.wakefield.gov.uk/events

www.experiencewakefield.co.uk and

www.wakefield.gov.uk/SAL
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Do your bit : 		
Recycle

Last year we recycled 71 million plastic bottles - however
24 million of them were pulled out of your green bin.
With concerns growing about the impact of plastic on eco systems, there’s never
been a better time for us all to support recycling.
There are easy and effective ways to help protect the environment. One way is
to always put your rinsed plastic bottles, with the lids, taken off, in your brown
recycling bin. Whilst we can also extract plastic bottles from the general household
waste (green) bin – it is getting harder to recycle these dirty bottles and is much
less cost-effective.
With China having decided it will no longer accept global waste, now more than ever
we all need to use our recycling bins to save resources and money.
At our recycling plant, plastic bottles are sorted, separated, and compressed into bales,
before going to a specialist centre where they undergo heat treatment, ready to be
made into new items.
Old plastic bottles are being transformed into new packaging, patio chairs and
car bumpers, as well as items such as picnic benches, fleece jackets and new
plastic bottles. The lids can made into tough kitchen bowls and cutting boards,
toothbrushes, and storage bins.
To find out more about recycling and which bin to use for which item visit		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/recycling

Continuing to get tough
Rugby coach takes action to on fly-tippers
tackle mental health

Rich Blakeway from Normanton, is fit and healthy and enjoys spending his
spare time as a volunteer rugby coach.
But his life has been challenging as he has experienced bouts of anxiety
and depression for ten years.
Rich’s problems began when his career as a semi-professional rugby player came
to an end. He turned to alcohol to cope and relationships with loved-ones were
strained.
For years he tried to manage his mood and emotions alone. But it was only after
getting support from his GP, counselling and medication that Rich has found a way
to move forward in his life.
Rich said: “When I fell into depression it felt like the end of the world. Like a lot of
men, I found it very hard to ask for help. But the help is out there, people will listen
to you, so ask for help, go and talk to someone and they will help you.”
The support he received has changed his life.
Rich said: “I coach rugby and I enjoy it now, as I’m still part of the game. I don’t
need to drink excessively anymore. I also know the signs of when I’m getting
depressed and how to manage my feelings and this has made a big difference.”
Mental health conditions are extremely common, with one in four of us experiencing
a mental health issue at some point in our lives.

But we can all take active steps to strengthen our mental
health and become more resilient by following the Five Ways
to Wellbeing:

• Connect
• Be active
• Take notice • Learn
• Give

If you are worried about your mental health and wellbeing visit your GP.
For more information on mental wellbeing visit

www.wakefield.gov.uk/mentalhealth

Fly-tipping is a blight on communities which is expensive and takes time to
clear up. We won’t tolerate this in our district and are using our powers to
take action against those who dump items illegally.
Waste crime affects people in both rural and urban parts of our district, as dumped items can
pollute rivers and may put human health at risk from toxic fumes.
Using a network of covert CCTV cameras, and working closely with police and other partners,
we are able to gather intelligence and take action to stop this criminal activity.
Those who are caught can be fined up to £50,000 or receive 12 months in prison if convicted
in a Magistrates’ Court.
Or if convicted in a Crown Court, they can receive an unlimited fine and up to five years in
prison. We also confiscate the profits of their crimes.
Last year we started issuing Fixed Penalty Notices, which makes it easier for us to fine those
that are committing low-level fly-tipping. And from this year we have the power to seize
vehicles being used to illegally dump waste, and will be able to sell or destroy the vehicles
following a successful prosecution. Any money recovered through fines or prosecution or the
sale of a vehicle is used to cover our costs, including staffing, legal and enforcement action.
We’ve never been better placed to catch offenders, and take action against them. 		
Our message to fly-tippers is simple - we’re watching you!
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Fly-tipping – your responsibilities
You may not realise that as a homeowner you could also be liable for a fine if you allow an
unregistered waste operator to take away household items such as fridges, mattresses, sofas
and building rubble, which are then dumped illegally in places such as sports fields, or beauty
spots. It is your responsibility to ensure your waste is disposed of properly – failure to do so
could result in a fine.
If you have household items that needs removing from your house, you can use our bulky
item collection service or skip hire. You can also take items to your local recycling centre.
Alternatively, you can use a registered waste carrier, but you must check they are a fully
licensed waste operator by visiting www.gov.uk/find-registered-waste-carrier
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/flytipping
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Find out about becoming a

Foster Carer
Could you open your home and your heart,
to a young person in need of care and
support?
If so, now’s the time to come forward and
find out more.
Being a foster carer is about providing a temporary home for
a child or young person, and giving them love and stability at
a difficult time.
Foster carers Gemma Bragger and Paul Longworth have
cared for 22 children in the last eight years. The couple have
three children of their own and currently foster two teenagers.
Paul was in several foster placements as a teenager. One
particular carer had a very positive impact on his life, which
made him determined to become a carer in adulthood.
Paul said: “I formed a very strong bond with my carer and
this made a real difference to my confidence and self-belief.
The encouragement and support that I received was a lifechanging experience and this made me want to help others.”
We are keen to hear from anyone who is interested in
becoming a foster carer and especially those who would like
to foster teenagers or sibling groups.
Gemma said: “As children get older their needs become more
complex and they need a lot of support to help their emotional
well-being. At times it is challenging but being a foster carer
is so rewarding as you see them grow in confidence.”
She has found that young people respond well to routine,
such as sharing family meals and being included in activities.

Foster carers Gemma Bragger and Paul Longworth

“Many of the young people have had chaotic lives and when
they come to us don’t want to be hanging around outside,
they want to be part of the family.”
Gemma says their family have benefitted from fostering,
explaining: “It has made the children sympathetic and
understanding towards other people and their families. My
parents have also become foster carers.”
Foster carers are given training and have their own support
worker from whom they receive regular visits. They also have
opportunities to meet other foster carers.

Putting families first

Our Children First Hubs offer support to children and their
families who are going through a range of issues.
Across the district we have four locally-based hubs which offer guidance and support.
This can include supporting a young person struggling to deal with the challenges of growing
up, issues with family relationships and problems at school.
A family contacted the service to say the help they received from us has made them stronger.
Their daughter was struggling at school, and was finding it difficult to concentrate and learn.
We worked with the whole family, making sure the young person could express her thoughts
and feelings and receive the appropriate support to manage her emotions and worries. We
supported the mum and dad to look at new and different ways to support their daughter.
The young person and her parents said: “Thank you for the guidance you gave us. The support
you showed has made us a stronger family.”
Many families go through tough times and our services are here to help. Getting help at an
early stage prevents problems from growing.
There are services across Wakefield to help and support you and your family which include the
four Children First Hubs.
For more information please visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/early-help

Foster carers need to be over the age of 21 and have a spare
room. No special qualifications are needed, but carers need
to want to make a real, positive, difference to a child’s life.
You can apply regardless of your marital status, sexuality,
religious or cultural background. You don’t have to be a
homeowner, or employed, and can be with or without
children.
Allowances, training and support are provided throughout.
To find out more and see videos of carers talking about their
experiences visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/carersstories or
call 0800 197 0320.

Wakefield District Local Plan 2036
The new Local Plan will guide development in our 		
district until 2036.
The plan will set out policies for new homes, employment, leisure, recreation, retail and
town centre and open space, as well as protecting the environment and the district’s
heritage.
Last year we asked for your views to identify potential development sites and set out
options for where development could take place. We had a good response and are now
reviewing employment land, housing need and assessing the Green Belt.
Our goal is to support the development of the district as an attractive, prosperous,
resilient and sustainable place, where new development and investment is spread
across the district.
The next opportunity to be involved will be the consultation on the Initial Draft Local
Plan, anticipated in October 2018. We will keep you up to date on our website and in
local press.
For more information visit: www.wakefield.gov.uk/wdlp2036 or email 		
wdlp@wakefield.gov.uk You can register to be informed of the next stage at: 		
www.consult.wakefield.gov.uk

The Realm is an example of good housing design in the district
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Dedicated volunteers making a
difference in their communities
At Thornes Park a group of volunteers have grown thousands of plants and
cared for hundreds of young trees, ready for planting in the district’s parks and
countryside.
We work with Wakefield tree warden volunteers, including young adults with learning
difficulties on projects to; restore park benches, build bird boxes, bat boxes, and grow
wildflowers in the glasshouses, for 16 nature reserves in the district. In the last three
years over 70,000 plants have been produced.
Volunteers also support improvements in the rose garden in Thornes Park which is
home to one of the largest collections of roses in the region. Their work was recognised
recently when the team reached the finals of the Association of Public Service Excellence
Awards for Innovation. We also work with other volunteer groups in the park including the
Friends of Clarence, Holmfield and Thornes Park.
Volunteering enables you to support projects, meet new people and learn new skills
which can help your career.
We have over 400 volunteers involved in services. These include in parks as well as
libraries, at the Castles, and to support health, schools and youth services in the district
and we are extremely grateful for all the hard work that they do.
There are also a wide range of volunteer roles to look into with local charities and in the
community.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/volunteer

Caring for your baby
Being a new parent is a wonderful and
exciting time but you might feel nervous
about holding or soothing your baby.
This is completely normal but may be
stressful for many parents.
There is lots of advice to help you keep your
baby safe and give them the best start in life.
The NSPCC offers the following advice:
• Skin-to-skin contact, massage and eye
contact all help you bond with your child.
• Checking if they are hungry, need
changing or are too hot or cold can help
you find out why they might be crying.
• Cuddling, rocking, singing and playing
music can all help sooth your baby.
• Babies like to be held close with their
heads and necks supported, so that they
feel secure.

It’s important to keep your cool with your
child - never shake or rough handle a baby.
www.copingwithcrying.org.uk has advice,
tips and videos to support new parents.
For more information on caring for your
baby, visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/babies
Remember you can always speak to your GP,
midwife or health visitor.
These helplines offer specific help and
support if your baby is crying or not sleeping:
Family Lives (0808 800 2222) and
Cry-Sis (08451 228 669).
You can also talk to an NSPCC helpline
adviser at any time of the day or night on
0808 800 5000, or email 			
help@nspcc.org.uk

Adult Support Service extends
choice Living
Independent
Independent
ApartmentsLiving Apartments
Independent Livin
The district’s Adult Connecting Care Hubs are giving people with long term
at Frickley Mews,
conditions the option of receiving their health and social care at home.
The Hubs bring together a team of
health, social care, voluntary and
community sector professionals across
Wakefield to coordinate care and
support for those who wish to be cared
for at home, rather than going into a
hospital or hospice.
The team recently helped an individual
with cancer, whose family were
struggling to care for him at home.
The team stepped in quickly to source
equipment, including a specialist
mattress and bed, and arranged a
package of nursing, physiotherapy and
social care – which enabled him to
stay at home as he wished.
The team at the Hubs offer a range
of support and can also link in with
services such as Age UK’s Befriending
Scheme, to help reduce loneliness and
isolation.
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The Hubs enable
people to live salon
• Hairdressing
independently for as long as possible
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This approach enables the person to
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available
now!
get the rightApartments
care, at the right timeavailable
and
place. To find out more visit
Contact Wakefield Council
Contact
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www.wakefield.gov.uk/cchubs

Tel: 0345 850 3503

You must live in the Wakefield
District area and have been
assessed by Wakefield Council
as needing care and support.

Tel: 0345 850 3503

You must live in the Wakefield
District area and have been
assessed by Wakefield Council
as needing care and support.

Frickley Mews, off Westfield Lane,Frickley Mews, off Westfield Lane,
Colliers Place, South Elmsall, Colliers Place, South Elmsall,
Pontefract WF9 2QG.
Pontefract WF9 2QG.

• Hairdressing salon
• Landscaped gardens

now! Apartments availabl

Contact Wakefield Counci
Tel: 0345 850 3503
You must live in the Wakefield
District area and have been
assessed by Wakefield Council
as needing care and support.

Frickley Mews, off Westfield Lane
Colliers Place, South Elmsall,
Pontefract WF9 2QG.
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Become a Shared Lives carer and make a difference
Some people in our communities need a bit more
support to live full and active lives.
Our Shared Lives Service gives adults the chance
to be more independent and to learn new skills by
living with a carer, either in the short or longer term.
Joy Leiper has been a Shared Lives carer for three
years with her husband Arthur. They currently share
their home with a young man with learning disabilities
and have previously supported two other adults in their
home.
Joy said: “The most important thing is that you need to
be a genuinely caring person, who really wants to make
a difference to the lives of others.
“It’s so rewarding to help them to learn skills that make
them more independent, such as how to get around on
public transport and find their way to different places.
I’ve also enjoyed passing on skills such as how to swim
and to encourage healthy eating.”
The Shared Lives Service matches a person needing
support who has a learning disability, physical disability
or mental health needs with a carer who’s been
recruited from the community.
If you have a spare room and a genuine desire to
support adults with care needs, then please get in
touch. No experience is needed as full training is given.
Shared lives carers will receive a financial allowance.
Joy and Arthur playing a game with James.
r

Joy and Arthur Leipe

Call us on 01977 722 254 or visit 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/sharedlives to find out more
about Shared Lives and to hear from other carers about
their experiences.

Our Adult Education courses can help you to learn
skills that could improve your job prospects.

Don’t suffer in silence,
ask for help
Over the past 12 months the Wakefield
District Domestic Abuse Service has
supported 867 victims of domestic
abuse, but only 45 of those were male
victims.
Statistics show that one in six men are
victims of domestic abuse, but male
victims are less likely to get support. Men
in gay relationships are at even greater
risk of being a victim of domestic abuse.
Domestic abuse includes violence,
emotional abuse, financial abuse,
sexual abuse, coercive and controlling
behaviours. We urge all victims of
domestic abuse to get the support they
need, including men.
You can contact the Wakefield District
Domestic Abuse Service on
www.wakefield.gov.uk/
domesticabuse or call 0800 915 1562.

We offer tailored support for male victims.
Contact 999 if you are in immediate
danger.
Other organisations that are able to
support male victims of domestic
abuse include:
● Mankind Initiative – a confidential
helpline for men who are experiencing
domestic violence from female or male
partners. www.mankind.org.uk
0182 333 4244
● Men’s Advice Line – a helpline for
male victims of all types of domestic
abuse www.mensadviceline.org.uk
0808 801 0327
● Galop – a helpline for people
identifying as LGBT who are experiencing
domestic abuse. www.galop.org.uk
0800 999 5428

Kerry Padget is studying GCSE English
and British Sign Language, level 2
at Manygates Centre and is hoping
in time to work with children with
special needs, as an interpreter for the
deaf community.
It has been a life changing experience for
Kerry, who said: “I can’t fault the course,
it’s been great, there’s always someone
there to help if you have questions. It’s
helping me to look forward and to start to
plan and develop my career.”
We offer over 500 individual 		
		 courses including English,
		
maths, computer skills, 		
drawing and painting, 		
opportunities to learn a new
		 language, and hair and beauty.
		 Last year over 3,600 people
		 signed up for one of our courses.
		 Those who studied for maths and
		 English GCSE’s achieved a 100%
		 pass rate, and 95% of learners
		 on our English Speakers of Other
		 Languages Course who 		
		 completed their sessions passed.

Taking up a course may seem daunting
but the service can help support your
ambitions to learn. We offer financial help
with fees, travel, equipment or childcare, if
you meet certain criteria. We also provide
guidance and advice on the best course
for you and offer support in class for those
with difficulties or disabilities.
You can also hear more from Kerry as
she progresses through her course, and
listen to what other students have to say
by visiting: www.wakefield.gov.uk/
ourstudents

Kerry Padget

For more information about Adult Education visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/
adulteducation or call 01924 303302. Or visit www.facebook.com/
wakefieldadulteducation
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working in partnership with

Working together for Wakefield
At ENGIE, we are passionate about improving the lives of the
communities we serve - from providing the people, services and
products that effect positive change, to building, heating and
powering the spaces that they can thrive in.
We are proud to be working in partnership with Wakefield Council
to provide a high quality, integrated service that meets the needs of
communities across the district.

places.engie.co.uk

ENGIE
FLUX_MULTI_CMYK
23/04/2015
24, rue Salomon de Rothschild - 92288 Suresnes - FRANCE
Tél. : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 00 / Fax : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 87
Web : www.carrenoir.com

RÉFÉRENCES COULEUR
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C35 Y100
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Saying		
to saving
Energy & Money
Being energy efficient can make a big difference to your 				
energy bill and making your home warmer. Loft and cavity 				
wall insulation, energy efficient light bulbs and checking 				
if you are with the most cost-effective energy supplier are 				
all easy ways to help save money.

Why replace your boiler with us?
• You could save up to £350* on
your energy bills each year
• We are the only installer
approved by your local
authority Wakefield Council
• Get up to a 10 year warranty on
our market leading boilers
• Finance options are available
from our installer to help
spread the cost of your new
boiler

• No deposit necessary, don’t pay
a penny until you are 100%
satisfied
• Our installer is a Which?
Trusted trader with over 130
online reviews with an average
score of 4.9 out of 5!
• You may qualify for funding to
help pay for the boiler

• We could replace a broken
boiler within 24 hours
*

Source: Energy Saving Trust

Find out more today:
visit www.betterhomesyorkshire.co.uk
or call 0800 597 1500

We can help with free and impartial advice on:
• Home energy efficiency improvements
• Home energy grants
• Energy switching and getting the best tariff
Call 01924 305887 or email eat@wakefield.gov.uk for advice.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/energy.
Weighed down with debt?
• Want to make your money go further?
• Want a better bank account and services? 			
• Need to make home improvement repairs but worried about high 		
loan repayment costs?
• Thinking about saving for Christmas 2018?
We offer free and impartial money, mortgage arrears and debt management advice.
If you are a home owner you can take advantage of a Council interest-free loan to
make essential home repairs and improvements including installing central heating
and insulation, new double-glazing, damp proofing or replacing a boiler.
Interest-free loans of up to £7,000 are available through the 		
Wakefield House Proud Loan Scheme via Leeds City Credit Union.
Call 01924 305892 for further information.
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Do it online
What Council services can I access online?
You can get quick and easy access to a range of
online services by visiting our website at 			
www.wakefield.gov.uk/online

Contact the Council

Here’s just a few things you can do online on
our website:
• Make a payment (council tax, business rates, 		
		 garden waste, bulky waste) 				
		 www.wakefield.gov.uk/payonline
• Renew a library book or borrow online 			
		 magazines www.wakefield.gov.uk/			
		 librariesonline
• Comment on a planning application 			
		 www.wakefield.gov.uk/planning

Access a wide range of services online pay for it, report it, do it online.
Go to www.wakefield.gov.uk/online
Facebook and
Find more information on
Twitter @MyWakefield
Urgent enquiry?
• Call Customer Services: 0345 8 506 506
• Concerned about a vulnerable child or adult? 		
Call Social Care Direct: 0345 8 503 503

Your local councillors are active on your behalf,
holding surgeries where you can meet to discuss your
own issues and attending meetings to get the best
they can for everyone in the district.
We have 63 councillors, representing and serving
more than 315,000 people in the district, listening to
your views and acting on your concerns.

Ward

Councillor Name

Ward No. 1
Ackworth, North
Elmsall & Upton

Cllr Jessica Carrington

Telephone

Email

Lab

07770 533848

jcarrington@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Allan Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

agarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Ward

Lab

01977 644689

martynward@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Yvonne Crewe

Lab

01977 517424

ycrewe@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kathryn Scott

Lab

07920 878782

kathrynscott@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Les Shaw

Lab

07827 283103

lesshaw@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 3
Altofts &
Whitwood

Cllr Peter Box CBE

Lab

01977 514715

pbox@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jo Hepworth

Lab

07770 533863

johepworth@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacquie Speight

Lab

07920 878786

jspeight@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 4
Castleford Central
& Glasshoughton

Cllr Richard Forster

Lab

07500 950583

rforster@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Denise Jeffery

Lab

01924 368628

djeffery@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Wallis

Lab

01977 731651

awallis@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Cummings

Lab

01924 363165

mcummings@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Faith Heptinstall

Lab

01226 725183

fheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Albert Manifield

Lab

01226 726219

amanifield@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Isherwood

Lab

01977 602172

gisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Taylor

Lab

01977 796188

dicktaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Tennant-King

Lab

07717 303068

mtennantking@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pauline Kitching

Lab

07825 927163

pkitching@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Glyn Lloyd

Lab

01977 618193

glynlloyd@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Sandra Pickin

Lab

07824 320939

spickin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Darren Byford

Lab

07825 927134

dbyford@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Janet Holmes

Lab

01924 380490

jholmes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Holwell

Con

07770 533907

mholwell@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Glenn Burton

Lab

01977 678895

gburton@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Harry Ellis

Lab

01977 672027

hellis@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Graham Stokes

Lab

01977 675110

gstokes@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Elaine Blezard

Lab

07824 320815

eblezard@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor David Dagger

Lab

07901 990736

ddagger@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Alan Wassell

Lab

07760 182798

alanwassell@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 2
Airedale & Ferry
Fryston

Ward No. 5
Crofton, Ryhill &
Walton
Ward No. 6
Featherstone
Ward No. 7
Hemsworth
Ward No. 8
Horbury & South
Ossett
Ward No. 9
Knottingley
Ward No. 10
Normanton

Party

We have introduced a new online service
called MyAccount, which is a quick and easy
way to track progress on requests you have made,
such as reporting a pothole or reporting fly tipping.
By registering for an account you can also look at
information about your neighbourhood, and find out
when your next bin collection date is.
We are working on bringing more services into
MyAccount, but if you can’t find the information
within your MyAccount, you’ll be able to find it on 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/online

Being online has a number of benefits to making
your life easier – it is quick, free,
there are no queues.
It also opens up other opportunities, including keeping
in touch with family and friends at the touch of a button
through things like Facebook, Twitter or Skype.

Other helpful numbers:
• Automated Council Payments System: 		
0845 603 1539
• Police: Non-emergency 101
• NHS: Non-emergency 111
• Housing: WDH					
www.wdh.co.uk or 0345 8 507 507
• Report faulty street lighting 0800 783 1654

Contact
your
Councillor

• Find your bin collection day 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/whereIlive

We can help you get online
You can use computers free of charge in all our libraries,
where there is also Wi-Fi access.
Don’t have the skills to get online?
There are a range of courses available across Wakefield,
many free of charge. Our libraries offer digital skills and
gadget training. Call in for a chat at your local library
about getting more confident online.

To find your councillor, please see this list or visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/councillors
Ward
Ward No. 11
Ossett
Ward No. 12
Pontefract North
Ward No. 13
Pontefract South

Ward No. 14
South Elmsall
& South Kirkby
Ward No. 15
Stanley &
Outwood East
Ward No. 16
Wakefield East
Ward No. 17
Wakefield North
Ward No. 18
Wakefield Rural
Ward No. 19
Wakefield South

Ward No. 20
Wakefield West
Ward No. 21
Wrenthorpe &
Outwood West

Councillor Name

Party

Telephone

Email

Cllr Nick Farmer

Ind

07920 878784

nfarmer@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynn Masterman

Lab

07825 927995

lmasterman@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Angela Taylor

Con

01924 270729

actaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pat Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

pgarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lorna Malkin

Lab

07810 290687

lmalkin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Tennant

Lab

01977 708461

clivetennant@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr George Ayre

Lab

07920 878785

gayre@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Jones

Lab

07770 534306

davidjones@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Celia Loughran

Lab

07810 330504

cloughran@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Wilf Benson

Ind

01977 658609
07528 438024

wbenson@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Michelle Collins

Lab

07525 327945

michellecollins@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Steve Tulley

Lab

01977 608263
07725 745136

stulley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jack Hemingway

Lab

07392 191202

jackhemingway@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Matthew Morley

Lab

07719 904085

mmorley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacqui Williams

Lab

01924 278007

jacquelinewilliams@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Stuart Heptinstall

Lab

07770 534396

sheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ros Lund

Lab

01924 826696

rlund@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Olivia Rowley

Lab

01924 360871

orowley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tracey Austin

Lab

07887 594707

taustin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Isherwood

Lab

01977 602172

margaretisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Elizabeth Rhodes

Lab

01924 377973

brhodes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Barker

Lab

07920 878780

kevinbarker@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Cynthia Binns

Con

07825 927986

cynthiabinns@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Sanders

Con

07762 835149

isanders@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nadeem Ahmed

Con

07736 844085

cllrnahmed@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Monica Graham

Con

01924 258214

mgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Hunt

Con

07825 927808

rhunt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Graham

Lab

07825 904374

michaelgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Hilary Mitchell

Lab

01924 386514
07810 010430

hilarymitchell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Swift

Lab

07824 461060

kswift@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Dews

UKIP

07824 320631

ddews@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Johnson

Lab

01924 781602

martynjohnson@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Charlie Keith

Lab

01924 299699

ckeith@wakefield.gov.uk
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