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Chief Executive’s farewell Celebrating our
new citizens
As you read this I will be in my final month
at Wakefield Council after nearly nine
years in the district.

Over my time in Wakefield I have seen the district go from
strength to strength and develop one of the fastest growing
economies in the Leeds City Region.
I am proud to have led the Council workforce through an
extremely difficult time in local government, whilst ensuring
that the Council has continued to perform well. This is
because we have retained at our heart the fundamental
desire, and drive, to do what we can to improve the lives of
our residents.
There are so many wonderful projects that I have had the
opportunity to be involved with over the years but some of
my personal highlights include:
l Bringing to fruition the Trinity Walk Shopping Centre and
the now internationally-renowned gallery The Hepworth
in 2011.
l Providing better facilities for people over 50 who have
an assessed need for care and support at the Frickley
Mews development, in partnership with Chevin Housing.
l Opening Wakefield One and welcoming many hundreds
of people to the building to see Jarvis Cocker officially
open the Library and Sir David Attenborough officially 		
open the Museum.
l Seeing residents line the streets to welcome the 		
Olympic Torch and Tour de Yorkshire to the district.
l Establishing a 25-year waste management contract that
will divert waste from landfill and protect the
environment for future generations.
l Attracting investment from the private sector that 		
created 4,300 new jobs in the district in 2014/15 alone.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Preventing fraud
Fraud against the Council reduces the
amount of money the Council has to provide
services for residents of the Wakefield
district.
If you know, or believe that someone is
committing a fraud against the Council, you
can give us details so we can investigate and
stop the misuse of public money.
Please call (01977) 727088 or email
Investigations.Team@wakefield.gcsx.
gov.uk
Please note that we may share or use
data that you supply for the National Fraud
Initiative. It matches electronic data within
and between public and private sector bodies
to prevent and detect fraud.

Supporting 27,000 young people into apprenticeships.
l Supporting 1,465 new businesses to set up in the 		
district.
l Being named as one of the most improved cities for 		
good growth at the end of 2016.
Whilst I have many highlights of my time here, there are
also things I regret. Having to losing so many experienced
and dedicated members of staff as the impact of budget
cuts has set in is not a position I would have wished to be
in. Only securing the development of one rugby stadium
when I know how strongly residents would have liked two.
And finally, not being able to do everything for everyone
and having to accept that’s the nature of this job and the
financial position local authorities are now in.
It has been my privilege to be Chief Executive at Wakefield
Council working alongside Elected Members, and getting to
meet so many of you over the years. As I depart I will leave
fond memories and my very best wishes for the continuing
success and growth of the district.
Goodbye
Joanne
l

Joanne Roney OBE
Chief Executive
Wakefield Council

We celebrated 164 residents becoming British
Citizens in 2016.
Our Citizenship Ceremonies formally welcome those who wish to join us
as a British Citizen and celebrate the cultural diversity of our district.
During the ceremony, citizens swear or affirm an oath to the Sovereign
and make the pledge of Citizenship. It is a special occasion, celebrated
with friends and family.
Syed Shah said: “Becoming a British Citizen is a huge honour.”
Nandi Lerato said: “People in Britain are very welcoming. It is good to
feel so welcomed and be a part of the local community. Wakefield is a
very diverse city and this is nice to be a part of.”
If you are applying to become a British Citizen, we offer a Nationality
Checking Service that will:
• Check that your application form has been filled in correctly
• Copy and certify your original documents and return them to you
• Securely send your application to the Home Office.
At your Nationality Checking Service appointment, we can also check
your passport application. Fees apply for these services.
If you are over 18 and your application is successful you will be invited
to an official Citizenship Ceremony to complete the final stage in
becoming a British citizen.
This service is available for all who are applying to become British
citizens; for more information please contact our Citizenship team who
will be pleased to help.
The certificate of British Citizenship is presented at the ceremony by the
guest of honour - either the Mayor of Wakefield, the Deputy Mayor or
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of West Yorkshire.
Find out more at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/citizenship

West Yorkshire History Centre opens
The West Yorkshire History Centre is open and
has welcomed its first visitors.
The Centre is an integral part of the first phase of our plans to
regenerate the Kirkgate area of Wakefield, as a key gateway into
the city centre.
The stunning new building houses over 10 million documents and
makes history accessible to all. It safeguards the region’s heritage
documents for future generations to use and enjoy.
The centre contains unique records of the pioneering Stanley Royd
Hospital, recently awarded international status as part of the UNESCO
UK Memory of the World Register.
Other major collections that will be cared for at the centre are the
unparalleled West Riding Registry of Deeds, made up of 7 million
extracts of property transactions from 1704 to 1970, and the
National Coal Board collection, relating to collieries and coal miners
in Wakefield and the South Leeds area.
The Centre was funded by the five West Yorkshire councils, West
Yorkshire Joint Services and £3.9m from National Lottery players,
through the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Your feedback

The West Yorkshire History Centre is at 127 Kirkgate, Wakefield WF1 1JG.

Welcome to your annual edition of 		
The Citizen.
Let us know if you have any comments
or views about this edition and ideas
for the next edition by emailing us at
thecitizen@wakefield.gov.uk
Or write to us at Room 12a, Town Hall,
Wood Street FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE
Wakefield WF1 2HQ.

For more information email archive@wyjs.org.uk 			
or visit www.wyjs.org.uk/archives

Disclaimer: To the best of our knowledge, the information in
The Citizen is accurate and reliable at the time of publication.
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OPEN BOX

Smokefree Play Parks

successfully prosecuted people through the
courts, where several individuals have been
fined £1,000. But these actions alone do
not provide the answer to dealing with this
type of mess - particularly when it’s entirely
avoidable.

We are committed to protecting our children from the
harmful effects of smoking. That’s why, this spring we are
launching the Smokefree Play Parks scheme.
Signs will be put up in all our play parks asking visitors to not smoke in them. This
will reduce the risk of second-hand smoking and make the habit less visible and
commonplace.

These issues cannot be tackled in isolation.
I believe that we all need to step up to
the plate and come up with imaginative
solutions that will make a difference to our
communities, using the limited resources
we have.

Children are heavily influenced by adults around them. Those whose parents or
guardians smoke are four times more likely to start themselves.
Over 80% of smokers start smoking at school, with some starting as young as nine
years old. Children can also influence each other and if one starts smoking others 		
may follow.
Although fewer people in Wakefield are smoking than in previous years, the district still
has higher smoking rates than the national average.

In Liverpool they are considering a council
tax discount for residents that report people
who don’t clear up dog waste - if it leads to a
successful prosecution.

Smoking is a major health concern as it causes a number of diseases including cancer
and heart disease.
Help is available to stop smoking. Those who use a quit smoking service 			
are four times more likely to succeed. For more information visit:
http://wakefield.yorkshiresmokefree.nhs.uk/

It is more important than ever that we
all play our part in looking after our
environment using the resources we
have.
Like most of you, I hate the sight of litter,
dog poo and fly-tipping. It is a disgusting and
very costly blight on our streets, parks and
green spaces.

I would like to know what you think of this?
We all have a responsibility to look after the
environment and to take pride in it.
If you have any ideas on how we can tackle
these environment issues, please share your
thoughts at yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk

We spent £4.6m last year cleaning up the
mess, something we cannot carry on doing.
The financial challenge that we are facing,
due to cuts to our budget, means we have to
change the way we do things.
We already have the power to issue on-thespot £400 fines for fly-tipping. We have also

Cllr Peter Box CBE
Leader of Wakefield Council

New highway to open in the district
The Wakefield Eastern Relief Road
(WERR) is nearing completion and is
expected to be open this spring.
The new £33m highway has far-reaching economic
benefits to promote growth in our region. It has opened
up land to enable 2,500 new homes to be created as
part of the City Fields housing development.
The project will improve residents’ access to jobs,
supporting the Council’s Good Growth aspirations to
continue to build Wakefield as a quality place to live,
work and do business.
Hundreds of jobs have been, and will be, created from
the construction of the road and the building of the
new homes.

The new road will also reduce traffic congestion in the
city centre and make it easier for people to commute.
The WERR will be the first of the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority’s 10-year programme of strategic
transport scheme projects to be completed.
These projects are funded through the Leeds City
Region Enterprise Partnership (LEP) Growth Deal, of
which Wakefield Council is a member.
There are 30 schemes in total across the region, and
they are specifically designed to accelerate growth and
create up to 20,000 new jobs. They are part of a wider
LEP initiative to grow the City Region economy at a
faster rate than the national average over the next two
decades.

Action to tackle fires and road accidents
A pilot study is to be extended
after it helped to reduce the
number of deliberate fires
and road traffic collisions in
Wakefield Rural and the South
East of the district.
The role of Wakefield Community Safety
Partnership (CSP), which leads the project,

is to enable closer working between
organisations in our approach to safer
communities. It is made up of organisations
including Wakefield Council, West Yorkshire
Police, health organisations, West Yorkshire
Fire and Rescue Service and other partners.
The local community had raised concerns
about the dangerous use of off-road bikes
and the impact of anti-social behaviour on
their lives.

The CSP set up an initiative which, in the last
12 months, has seen a five percent fall in
arson incidents. The fire service has attended
22 percent fewer road traffic incidents.
The project, which is based in South Kirkby
fire station and complements the work of
West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service,
is now to be extended for another year as it
has been successful.

It includes a scheme to bring together people
who are positive role models, to work with
those carrying out the anti-social behaviour.
This helps them to understand the impact
and consequences of their behaviour and
helps to change attitudes.
For more information about this project or the
Wakefield Community Safety Partnership, please
contact areaworking@wakefield.gov.uk
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Plans for our district
We are working on a large number of schemes and projects, with our partners, to
regenerate the district. This includes building new homes, restoring old buildings and
constructing new roads.

The funding for these projects comes from our partners in the private sector, organisations
like the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, Leeds City Region and the Heritage Lottery
Fund, as well as from Wakefield Council.
Here’s an update on some of our up-and-coming developments in the year ahead.

Wakefield

Normanton

City Fields
• The Wakefield Eastern Relief Road is nearing completion
and is expected to be open by spring 2017. The new £33m
highway will reduce traffic congestion in the city centre and
assist the City Fields development.

• The Normanton Hub project has improved transport facilities
and includes new passenger waiting facilities, real time travel
information, on-street information totem signs, road signage
and improved pavements.

• Work has started on the first phase of 2,500 houses at the
City Fields development. A master plan for future phases is
being finalised for the other new neighbourhoods within the
development.
Kirkgate
• The new £6.4m West Yorkshire History Centre building was
completed last summer, with the internal fit out and transfer
of the West Yorkshire Archives completed in December 2016.
The building opened to the public last month.
• A £5.5m road improvement scheme is starting this spring
to improve traffic flows for the city’s southern gateway and
improve pedestrian links between the city centre, Kirkgate
Station, and the Waterfront /Hepworth. The last subways in the
city will be filled in and new pedestrian controlled crossings
introduced.
• A master plan for the wider Kirkgate area is also being
developed to assist regeneration of the area and improve links
between both the city centre and the waterfront.
Merchant Gate
• Strata Homes will be building 114 homes on the site over the
next few years, with the first phase already underway and will
be ready for this summer.
• Discussions are underway with a local high-quality specialist
company to convert the historic Orangery into an artisan pub /
restaurant.
Civic Quarter
• Work on the former Crown Court to re-roof and stabilise the
building is to start this spring and the work will be completed
by the end of the year. A number of potential uses are being
explored.
• To assist the regeneration of the civic quarter, Rishworth
Street multi-storey car park will be demolished this year,
with a temporary surface-level car park being created. This
site, along with the old police station, is programmed for
redevelopment.
Waterfront
• Work is continuing on the redevelopment of the derelict mill
buildings next to The Hepworth. The Council’s developer
partner, City and Provincial, is clearing out redundant materials
to enable the restoration of the buildings, with the first phase
expected to start later this year. Over the next five years, the
eight mill buildings will be transformed into a creative hub,
with a vibrant mix of artists’ studios, restaurants, music,
educational and training facilities, exhibition space and a
boutique hotel.

Pontefract
• The Townscape Heritage Initiative, funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, is transforming the historic market place. So far
13 historic buildings have been restored with funding from
the scheme. Plans to restore other buildings are currently in
development, including proposals to carry out external repairs
to the historic Red Lion pub.
• Harworth Estates is continuing to build over 900 homes,
shops and a medical centre at the former Prince of Wales
Colliery site.

Wakefield Waterfront

• A new stretch of cycle track is being developed which will
improve links between Smirthwaite, Normanton town centre
and the railway station.

Castleford
• Road improvements at Carlton Street and Sagar Street in the
town centre are due to be completed this summer.
• Work is underway at the disused C6 chemical site and the
former Nestlé chocolate factory to prepare the land for
redevelopment. It could potentially become a housing hub,
creating hundreds of new homes.

The Meadows, South Elmsall

• Lateral (Castleford) Ltd have been granted outline planning
permission at Junction 32 for Lateral Five Towns Park, a major
new development including retail, a country park, a community
stadium, cafés and restaurants. Preparatory work on the site is
expected to start in late spring.
• A new Masterplan for Castleford to help plan for future
development is being prepared.
• Kier Living has started to create 150 new homes in
Fryston Village.

West Yorkshire Archives

Pontefract THI

• Proposals for road improvements in Castleford have been
submitted to the West Yorkshire Combined Authority.

Enterprise Zones
• South Kirkby Business Park and Langthwaite Business Park
Extension are to become Enterprise Zones from April 1, as part
of the Leeds City Region Enterprise Zones. This will help speed
up the development of key sites.

Bretton
• The redevelopment of the Bretton Hall estate started last
year to create a high-quality hotel, conference and exhibition
centre. The new facilities are expected to open in 2018.

The Red Lion, Pontefract

Regional Growth Fund (RGF) supported
schemes in the South East
We have invested over £8m of RGF funding to help bring
forward over 800 new homes in the district and provide
hundreds of new jobs.
The new homes are being developed at:
• The Realm, Fitzwilliam - 159 new homes being built by
Keepmoat Homes.

Brimstone, South Elmsall

• Origin, Featherstone - 224 new homes being built by 		
Strata Homes.
• Brimstone, South Elmsall - 190 new homes are being 		
built by Keepmoat Homes next to Frickley Country Park.
• The Meadows, South Elmsall - Saul Homes are building
122 new homes.
Road improvement works have taken place to support increased
traffic from the new homes. The West Yorkshire Combined
Authority has provided additional funding to improve the
Fitzwilliam Country Park and rail station car park, in response to
increasing numbers of people travelling by train and to reduce
parking congestion in the area.

Lateral Five Towns Park
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Become a foster carer
If you’ve ever thought about
becoming a foster carer now is the
time to find out more.

Being a foster carer is about
providing a temporary home
for a child or young person,
and giving them love and
stability at a difficult time.
Lorraine Williams became a
foster carer four years ago.
But making the decision
to change her career and
her family’s life was a big
Lorraine Williams
decision.
The mum of four had always wanted to do something positive
to help others and discussed the idea with her husband. He
was supportive. She then took about six months to research
fostering and discussed it fully with her family, before deciding
it was right for them and making her application.
She said: “I was worried about whether I could do it. How will
the foster children fit in with my own children? How would
fostering affect our family. Would they fit in? I also questioned
myself as to whether we would be able to cope and would we
be up to it?”
Lorraine, whose children are now in their teens and early 20s,
said it was a family decision to foster.
“Our youngest was then nine and we needed to check how he
felt about no longer being the baby in the family.
“If any of our children hadn’t wanted us to foster we wouldn’t
have gone ahead.”
Lorraine cares for younger groups of siblings and has support
from social workers if there are difficulties.

She said: “It is hugely rewarding as we see the children come
on so much. They often arrive with no boundaries and it’s
great that with guidance and support they thrive. Everything
you put into fostering you get back tenfold. Yes, there are
challenges, but I can pick up the phone at any time and the
backup is there. You’re not on your own.”
Foster carers receive training, a financial allowance and have
their own support worker from whom they receive regular
visits. They also have opportunities to meet other foster carers.
Lorraine’s own children have benefitted by gaining an
understanding of the challenges that other children face. One
of her daughters has even been inspired to start training as a
social worker.

Foster carers need to be over the age
of 21 and have a spare room. No
Full
special qualifications are needed, but
ongoing
carers need to want to make a real,
support
positive, difference to a child’s life.
available
You can apply regardless of your
marital status, sexuality, religious or
cultural background. You don’t have to
be a homeowner, or employed, and can be with or without
children.
Allowances, training and support are provided throughout.
To find out more visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/fostering
Or call 0800 197 0320
roominwakefield

CARING FOR OUR

PEOPLE

Lorraine and her family

We’re investing £1m
in community projects
GIVING YOU PEACE OF MIND OVER YOUR
INTEREST-ONLY MORTGAGE
If you are aged 55 or above, and
have concerns about paying off
your interest-only mortgage,
Homesafe can help you.
We can offer advice, information and
support and financial assistance in the
form of an interest-free loan.

Over £1m is being invested into community projects
across the district as part of our Capital Grants
Programme.
The funding boost will provide £50,000 for each ward to
use for specific projects identified by ward councillors
after discussion with residents, voluntary and community
groups.
The programme of investment will help support local community clubs and facilities, play
areas, parks and open spaces and infrastructure. Additional funding for some projects will be
sought from external grants and other fundraising.
Over 80 projects across the district have been approved to date, totalling nearly £720,000.
Projects identified as part of the programme include:
• Improvements and new play equipment at Vale Crescent and Acacia Walk play areas in 		
Pontefract and Knottingley

We can also work with your mortgage
provider to come up with a solution which
best meets your needs, taking the pressure
off you and helping you relax.

• New street lighting on Dando Way in Ackworth

Whether you live in Wakefield or further
afield, you may qualify for help.

• New CCTV for Hemsworth Miners Welfare Cricket Club pavilion

Call 01924 305892 or email
homesafe@wakefield.gov.uk

• A defibrillator for Pontefract Sports and Social Club and an outdoor community 			
defibrillator for Agbrigg and Belle Vue Community Centre

• Improvements to the shower and changing rooms at Normanton Knights ARLFC
• A pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Harrison Road in Crofton
• New mobile CCTV System for flytipping and anti-social behaviour hotspots in Wakefield

• New climbing equipment and benches at the De Lacy play area
• New play equipment, bins and signs for Agbrigg Park
• Additional CCTV cameras for Horbury Town Centre

www.wakefield.gov.uk

• Refurbishment of Ferrybridge Community Centre
• New patient equipment for the Prince of Wales Hospice in Pontefract
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Get in touch
and get involved
We’re keen to hear from you and there are a variety of ways
to get in touch with us and share your thoughts.
You can find out about our latest news, request a service, ensure you’re registered to
vote and find lots of other information on our website.
We also want to know what you think? You can comment on the things that matter
to you, for example on our social media pages or by coming to one of our meetings such as our Cabinet on Tour. For all the details read on.

Introducing our Digital
Newsroom
More and more of us are getting our news online which is
why we’ve launched a new Digital Newsroom.
The Digital Newsroom is a one-stop-shop for you to see all the latest council news
and campaigns - brought to life with pictures and videos.
You will also be able to share the content quickly and easily on social media.
Check it out at www.wakefield.gov.uk/newsroom or visit the link from the
Council’s home page.
We really want to know what you think, so please have a look and send us your
feedback. Is there something you’d like to see more of? Could you find what you were
looking for? What more would you like to be able to do? All ideas welcome.
Drop us a line at citizen@wakefield.gov.uk

Are you registered 		
to vote?

Come to Cabinet 		
on Tour

If you registered during the 2016 annual
registration write out, you won’t need to
register again unless your circumstances
have changed, e.g. if you changed your
name or moved house.

If you’ve got a view on Council services
we would like to hear from you.

It is really important that everyone eligible is registered to
vote because banks, building societies and loan companies
use the register to verify the address of applicants. So as well
as not being able to vote, you may have difficulty opening a
bank account or getting a loan.
Registering is quick and easy, just visit www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote. You will need your National Insurance
Number and date of birth.
Unsure if you’re registered? Ring the Electoral Services Office
on 01924 305023 and a member of the registration team
will check your details for you and register you to vote over
the telephone.
For more information about how to vote and future elections,
you can visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/elections
There are no planned elections in Wakefield in 2017.

One way to get involved is to come along to our ‘Cabinet on
Tour’ meetings, when we take our regular cabinet meetings,
normally held in Wakefield Town Hall, to different parts of the
district.
Cabinet members meet every three weeks to discuss the
district’s important issues, and make decisions about council
services.
The reason for taking Cabinet meetings ‘on tour’ around the
district is to make it easier for you to attend.
After the meeting there is an opportunity to put questions to
Cabinet members, and discuss the issues that matter most
to you.
If you can’t make the meeting in person, we live-stream all
our Cabinet on Tour meetings on our website so you can
watch online and interact via twitter at @mywakefield
You can also watch the footage back later from our website.
Our Cabinet on Tour meetings are held from 10.30am to
12 noon.
Locations will be confirmed nearer the time on our website.
For more information, or to watch previous meetings, visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/yoursay

Do it
online
Using our website is easier and
quicker than phoning or emailing us.
Last year the top four reasons for calling us were to:
1. Order a Blue Badge
2. Report a missed bin
3. Report a pothole
4. Order a replacement bin
All these requests, and many others, can be made by
visiting www.wakefield.gov.uk
We have information on a range of topics such as
Council Tax charges and discounts, how to report fly
tipping, apply for benefits, find school holiday dates,
and check road works and planning applications.
The website is available 24 hours a day, so you can
check it for information or make a request at a time
that suits you.
To find out more visit www.wakefield.gov.uk
You can also get in touch with us via Twitter using
@MyWakefield and on Facebook using 		
My Wakefield.
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The Budget 2017/18
The scale of the financial challenge
facing the Council is huge. This is now
the seventh consecutive year of cuts
to our budget.
At a meeting
of Full Council
on 28 February,
Councillors
approved plans
to save £15.4m
from the Council’s
budget, on top
of the £144m of
savings made since
2010.

£

Even though the costs of adult social care services are
spiraling, we must ensure funding is available. We are
redirecting £9m each year to enable services to continue.
However this does not mean these services are immune
to the savings we need to make. Some adult social care
services will need to change, be reduced, or stop altogether.
We are also seeing more demand for children and young
people services, which is putting more pressure on the
budget. To reduce the current overspend, significant changes
will need to be made to services for children and young
people to manage the demand in this area.

Council Tax
We have increased Council Tax by 1.99%. For band A
properties this is a 31p increase each week.

£15.4m
IN 2017/18
WE NEED TO
SAVE £15.4m

On top of this, we will also need to make further savings of
£11.5m to deal with demand pressures for children and adult
social care services.
The approved plans outline how we propose to make the
savings and have been shaped using feedback from city-wide
consultation and, so far as is possible, protecting the services
you told us you rely on the most.

This will help to minimise the impact of the cuts and help to
ensure that frontline services that people rely on continue in
some form.

COUNCIL TAX
UP BY 1.99%

- 31p each week on
a band A property

ADULT SOCIAL CARE
PRECEPT 3%
- 46p each week on
a band A property

The ‘Social Care Precept’
Each year demand for social care goes up by 5% and
over £140m is spent annually in this area alone. It is a big
challenge to manage the costs of caring for older people,
which is a national issue.
We have applied a 3% precept on top of the Council Tax to
help manage the demand, as the Government has made it
clear this is our only funding option. For Band A property this
means an extra 46p per week.

Of course, when 95% of our services are universal, we
cannot make savings like this without it impacting on the
delivery of frontline services. Over the next year it is likely
that you will notice a change to the services we deliver and in
some cases services may cease all together.

We consulted with you
Thank you to everyone that took part in our budget
consultation. The approved plans have been shaped using
your feedback.

We are determined to put your needs first and continue
delivering the universal services you rely on the most.
We are now more innovative, efficient and enterprising than
ever before, and we will continue with our efforts to reduce
the cost of what we do.
We will also continue to develop our commercial services and
opportunities to help generate income.
We are again supporting local communities by providing
a capital fund so that every ward in the district can deliver
small but sustainable infrastructure projects that will benefit
the community.

Our staff
We’ll be saving money on our
staffing bill during 2017/18
with the loss of 100 posts.
This is on top of the 1625
(full-time equivalent) posts
already removed since 2011,
and 700 staff transferred to
the ENGIE, the new property
and facilities partnership.

LOSS OF
100 POSTS

Future budgets

Savings

95% OF SERVICES WE
PROVIDE ARE UNIVERSAL

Working for you

This year, many of the £15.4m savings will come from
frontline and essential services including:
• £159k to reduce the frequency of street cleaning. We will
no longer have a dedicated team to remove fly-tipping
• £650k from the closure of the district’s oldest leisure
facilities in Knottingley and Castleford
• £100k from charging schools and academies for a school
crossing patrol service
• £100k from introducing charges to cover the cost of
providing residential parking permits
• £54k from reducing the number of children’s play areas
and savings on maintenance costs.

Work is already underway to look at how we will achieve the
outstanding £17m we need to save by 2019/20. As always,
we will consult on our plans later in the year. However, we
would also welcome your ideas about how we can do things
differently to be more efficient or make savings at this
early stage. If you have any suggestions please email us at
yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk

For the first time ever you suggested making cuts to every
service, including services for vulnerable children and adults.
Over 50% of people who took part also suggested raising
Council Tax and adding an Adult Social Care Precept to raise
additional funds to minimise the impact of the savings.

Budget pressures
Around 60% of the Council’s
entire budget is spent
on adults and children’s
services, and demand on
them is growing week on
week.

SAVED
FROM CHARGING
SCHOOLS AND
ACADEMIES
FOR A SCHOOL
CROSSING
PATROL
SERVICE
You can read the full budget report on our website at
www.wakefield.gov.uk/budget
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What’s on GUIDE

We’re home to six major parks, three museums, two castles, 		
the award-winning Hepworth Wakefield art gallery and the 		
world renowned Yorkshire Sculpture Park.
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From walking to watersports
- our parks are the perfect
places to relax, learn a new
skill or take part in some 		
lung-busting exercise!

We’re introducing running buggies for hire
at Nostell Priory, Anglers, Pugneys, Thornes
and this year, at the Pontefract parkrun. This
will give families the chance to pop their
baby in a buggy and enjoy a run.
There’s a ‘trim trail’ around the lake at
Pugneys, to combine a walk with toning
exercises using outdoor equipment.

Spending time outdoors is known to
boost your physical and mental wellbeing.
Thousands of people already enjoy the
tranquil settings of our major parks Thornes, Pugneys, Anglers, Nostell Priory,
Pontefract and Newmillerdam. So why not
join them this year?

Cycling is growing in popularity and bike hire
will be available in spring from Thornes Park
and Pugneys. Cycle hire is already available
at Anglers.
Mapped walks are also a great way to
explore the district and there are 36 routes
to download. 				
Visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/SAL

Love Your Park takes place in the school
summer holidays. There are activities for the
whole family to enjoy from culture and arts
to sports and outdoor games. So look out for
more information on our website.
Play areas in our parks including Pugneys’
Pirates Cove are very popular. But did
you also know that free play equipment
- footballs, swing ball, and Frisbees - is
available to borrow at Pontefract Park,
Pugneys, Anglers and Thornes?

New visitor maps have been launched
to signpost visitors to key attractions in
Wakefield city centre and Pontefract town
centre.
Two new maps showcase attractions and
buildings including County Hall and Unity Works
in Wakefield and The Buttercross and Crescent
Cinema in Pontefract.
There’s also a new ‘Pontefract Spotters Guide’
which takes participants on an activity trail
around the town centre, with buildings to spot,
things to colour in and questions to answer.
Maps can be downloaded from the
Experience Wakefield website:
www.experiencewakefield.co.uk/maps

For those with an
interest in growing
fruit and vegetables,
Apple Tree allotment
and community garden
in Agbrigg is open
ALLOTMENT
Tuesday afternoons
& COMMUNITY
from 12pm-4pm and
Friday 10am-4pm.

APPLE

Our 5k parkruns continue to be popular
on Saturday mornings at Thornes Park,
Nostell Priory and Pontefract Park. And for
younger athletes a junior parkrun (2k timed
run) takes place at Nostell Priory on Sunday
mornings.

TREE
GARDEN

Watersports enthusiasts can try their hand
at dinghy sailing, windsurfing, power
boating, canoeing and kayaking at Pugneys.
There are adult and junior courses, private
group sessions, and one to one tuition. We
also offer taster days where you can try a bit
of everything.
For more information about parks and
activities in the district visit: 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/leisure
Maps can be downloaded from the
Experience Wakefield website: 		
www.experiencewakefield.co.uk/maps

Pugneys’ Pirates Cove

New visitor maps

Running buggy hire
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We also have the National Coal Mining Museum for England, National Trust Nostell and Theatre Royal Wakefield - all great attractions.
We want to encourage you, our residents, to get out and enjoy both familiar and new activities, as well as visiting museum exhibits and
coming to our events.

Pontefract

Visitor Map and Mini Guide

Wakefield

Visitor Map and

Mini Guide

Museums
& Castles
There is something to do
every day at Pontefract Castle,
Pontefract Museum,
Castleford Museum and at
Wakefield Museum. You can
join in with regular activities,
or drop in to special events and
workshops.
Entrance is free.

Pontefract Castle

Pontefract Castle events

Regular events

Dragon Egg Hunt

Young Curators’ Club

Thursday 13 April. FREE

Third Saturday of the month, 		
10am-11.30am
Wakefield Museum
A monthly session for aspiring young
curators, aged 8-13. To book email
museums@wakefield.gov.uk

St George’s Day
Sunday 23 April, 11am-4pm. See St George
slay the dragon and practice your archery
skills. FREE

Proms at the Castle
Saturday 24 June. Classical music from the
West Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra.
Gates open 5.30pm,- 7.30pm start.
Advance tickets £6 Adults, £4 Children.
On the gate tickets £8 Adults, £6 Children.

Picnic at the Castle
Saturday 8 July, 11am - 4pm. Bring your
picnic and relax and enjoy music, craft
activities and stalls. FREE

Pontefract Museum

Yorkshire Day
Tuesday 1 August, 11am-4pm. The story
of the Yorkshire soldier is told through
re-enactments. FREE

Museum exhibitions
Playmakers
Wakefield Museum until July 2017. See a
football made for the 1966 World Cup in
Horbury by a top design team.

The Cribs
Wakefield Museum until July 2017. 		
Featuring some of the band’s instruments
and other items that have played a part in
their rise to fame.

Pomfret’s Printery
The Cribs’ drummer Ross Jarman

Pontefract Museum 13 May to 16 December
2017. This display celebrates Holmes
printers and their work over 100 years.

Family fun
Wakefield Museum: 			
Every Saturday, 12 noon-3pm
Castleford Museum: 			
First Saturday of the month, 10am-3pm
Pontefract Museum: 			
Every Saturday, 11am-3pm
A fun craft activity in the museum that
everyone can join in with! No need to book.

Events and workshops
Every school holiday the castle and museums
offer family workshops.
Visit Experience Wakefield or 		
www.wakefield.gov.uk/museumsblog

Explore, discover and learn
Our displays at each museum include:
Castleford Museum: Marbles; mining;
rugby; an iron age chariot; Roman Castleford.
Pontefract Castle: Castle ruins; dungeon.
Pontefract Museum: Liquorice; Civil War;
Bagley’s Glass; Ackworth Hoard; the first
secret ballot box.
Wakefield Museum: The extraordinary
world of Charles Waterton; Rhubarb; 		
1950’s kitchen; Gill’s motorbike.

Contacts

For more details of what’s on and where, throughout the year visit the websites:
www.wakefield.gov.uk/SAL or www.experiencewakefield.co.uk
Visit Pontefract Castle’s website and join our mailing list www.pontefractcastle.co.uk
Join the museums’ mailing list e-mail museums@wakefield.gov.uk
Follow us on Twitter
@PonteCastle @WFMuseums
Visit our museum blog www.wakefield.gov.uk/museumblog
Visit www.experiencewakefield.co.uk
To receive a monthly enewsletter highlighting exhibitions, events and activities taking
place across the district sign up to www.experiencewakefield.co.uk/enews
Pugneys Country Park

Meet the curator
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Make a difference as a Shared Lives carer
Some adults in our district
need extra support to enjoy
full and active lives.
Our Shared Lives Service gives adults the opportunity to
learn new skills, and be as independent as possible by
living with a carer on a long-term or short-term basis.
Avon and Sue Ryding have been Shared Lives carers for
seven years. They currently share their home with three
women in their 30s, 40s and 70s, who all have learning
disabilities.
Sue said: “We were foster carers for years and then
decided that we wanted to support adults. Shared Lives
is perfect for us, we enjoy sharing their lives, it’s a twoway process. We have a lot of laughter and fun through
living as a family, and supporting them to have a good
quality of life.”
Avon said: “Seeing people blossom and their confidence
grow is one of most rewarding things you can do. If
you’re interested I’d suggest you get in touch with the
service.”
The Shared Lives Service matches a person needing
support who has a learning disability, physical disability,
or mental health needs, with a carer who’s been
recruited from the community and can support them.
Carers need to have a spare room and the desire to
support and make a difference to a person’s life.

Avon and Sue Ryding

No experience is needed as full training is given. An
allowance is paid for the support that you provide.
Call us on 01977 722 254 or visit www.wakefield.
gov.uk/sharedlives to hear about the experiences of
other Shared Lives carers, including an online blog.

Flytippers risk 		 Take an NHS Health Check
£5,000 fines
We all have a duty to dispose of our waste
correctly - including bulkier items, such as
furniture, white goods 1and garden materials.
Unless your ‘scrap man’ is a registered waste carrier, it is not a wise way to dispose of
your waste.
They may charge you to take it away and then dump it illegally. If they do this, you are at
risk of a £5,000 fine - as it’s your waste and your responsibility to ensure that it is disposed
of in a proper manner.
If you hire a builder, gardener, carpet fitter, or other tradesperson, the same rules apply. You
must check they have a licence to dispose of the waste properly.
To stay protected, you can also take waste to a recycling centre or use the Council’s bulky
collection service. Items can be donated to charity if they are in good working order - some
charities collect for free. We are prosecuting more offenders by using enforcement action,
CCTV, and evidence from witnesses.
Our message is simple: Make sure any waste is disposed of properly to avoid a fine. Don’t
take the risk!
If you see it, report it! For more information see www.wakefield.gov.uk/flytipping

Hundreds of people are benefiting from a free health scheme to
find those at greatest risk of developing heart disease, diabetes,
stroke and kidney disease.
The NHS Health Check programme assesses people aged 40-74 years old for the early
signs of some of the commonest diseases, which can reduce life expectancy. Risk factors
for ill-health include smoking and being overweight or obese.
The scheme is making a difference as since April 2013, some 14,757 people in the district
have taken up the offer of screening. Over 900 people in Wakefield have been identified as
at high risk of heart disease through the service. Another 358 people were diagnosed with
hypertension and 107 people with diabetes.
By identifying health issues early, doctors can offer help such as lifestyle advice and
medication, where necessary.
Those who are thought to be at greatest risk of ill health are being prioritised for the
checks which take place in GP surgeries.
If you are invited for an NHS Health Check experts advise you to go along 		
- it could save your life.
An NHS Health Check takes about 20-30 minutes. The health
professional will ask about your lifestyle and family history,
measure your height and weight, and take your blood
pressure and do a blood test - often using a small
finger prick test. Based on this, they will be able
to give you an idea of your chances of
getting heart disease, stroke, kidney
disease and diabetes.
For more information see
www.healthcheck.
nhs.uk/
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Start learning and kick-start your career
Our adult education courses
can help to get your career
started.
You can try classes in English, maths, childcare, supporting
teaching and many others at our different centres
Nicola Worrillow is dyslexic and had no qualifications when
she signed up for a ‘Learning Through Play’ course in 2004.
Nicola Worrillow

Thirteen years on and she has a successful career in health
care and is studying for a PhD.

She is now studying for her
doctorate which she will
complete this year.
Nicola (pictured) said “Signing
up to the play course gave
me confidence and self-belief. I would never have imagined
at the start I’d get this far and will be forever grateful to the
Adult Education Service for giving me a start. I’d encourage
anyone thinking about signing up to find out more.”
Our courses help people at the start of their leaning journey,
such as Darren Finlayson (pictured), He signed up for
a computer course at Manygates Centre and is looking
for work while honing his skills as a volunteer with the
Education Service.
Darren said: “Learning and volunteering are helping me to
gain the skills to secure a job.”

Darren Finlayson

Nicola’s journey stated when she signed up for a ‘Learning
Through Play’ course. She did well, then went on to update
her IT skills, and eventually gained a degree in Nursing
before going on to achieve a Masters degree in Public
Health.

To find out more visit:
www.wakefield.gov.uk/adulteducation
or call 01924 303302
or follow us on
www.facebook.com/wakefieldadulteducation

Volunteer and learn new skills
We have many opportunities to volunteer
where you can make a real difference to
the lives of others.
Giving your time not only helps an individual, a group of
people, a project or a cause - it can also give you the chance
to learn a whole set of new skills and meet new people.
Volunteers often tell us that getting involved in their
communities gives them a sense of satisfaction, is enjoyable,
can be fun and has even boosted their career prospects.
We offer a variety of different ways to get involved,
depending on your interests and the time you can give.
You could become a school governor, help with one-off
litter picks, sports coaching and youth work. We also
need volunteers in stewarding at Council events, and in
our libraries. There are also opportunities to volunteer at
Pontefract Castle.
We also work closely with partner organisations in the
district. Community centres, older people’s clubs and
conservation groups are often looking for that extra support
too - so look out for opportunities in your local area.
For more information see: 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/volunteering

Become an appropriate adult
Among our current opportunities, we are looking to recruit
volunteers to become an appropriate adult for a young person
aged 10-17, or a vulnerable adult, who has been arrested for
an alleged offence.
The role is to support the person in custody at a police station
and ensure they understand their legal rights.
You do not need to have any formal qualifications, and full
training is given. But you do need to be over 18 and with your
own transport.
For more information email yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk

Look after your
mental health

Mental health issues are incredibly common
- affecting as many as one in four of us.
It is important to seek help if you or a relative are affected by
conditions such as depression, anxiety, and bipolar.
But there are actions that we can all take to boost our mental
health.
Dr Andrew Furber, Wakefield’s Director of Public Health,
said: “Mental health issues can have a devastating effect on
individuals and their families. By taking a few simple steps
we can look after our mental wellbeing - so we can enjoy our
lives and stay healthy.
“Exercising outdoors and doing an activity you enjoy such as
walking or running helps us to feel good.
Being connected to other people is another way to enrich
everyday life, so make time to spend with friends and family.”
Experts also recommend taking time to notice things around
you, such as the changing seasons, as this helps you to
appreciate what matters to you.
Learning something new, or picking up an old hobby is also
rewarding and will boost your confidence and self-esteem.
Research also shows that volunteering and helping others
boosts personal happiness and wellbeing.
If you are worried about your mental health get in touch
with your GP. The Samaritans and Mind also offer support.
For advice on mental health see:
www.wakefield.gov.uk/mentalhealth
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Wakefield Council has joined Better Homes
Better Homes Wakefield* aims to help residents across the Wakefield district to
pay less for energy and live in healthier, warmer, more energy efficient homes.
The scheme is open to homeowners, private tenants and landlords. Working in partnership with
Council endorsed contractors, home improvements could include:
l Loft insulation
l Cavity wall insulation
l Solid wall insulation
l Boiler replacements**
l Central heating systems
Home owners may be able to use the Wakefield Energy Savers Loan to fund energy improvements.
Call 01924 305892 for more information.
For general information about Better Homes Wakefield or to register your interest, go online at:
www.betterhomesyorkshire.co.uk or call 0808 159 2510 (Free from UK landline)
or 0113 834 6794 (Local and mobile call charges apply).

Schemes for 2017 include
• Solid Wall Insulation, in targeted areas of Castleford.
• Boiler and central heating replacements, for people vulnerable to cold on a low income.
To register your interest for one of the schemes, email eat@wakefield.gov.uk or call 03449 020 222
(Local and mobile call charges apply).
*Better Homes Wakefield is the local name
for Better Homes Yorkshire. It is a joint
programme managed by the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority and Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership (The LEP).
**Boilers have 10 year warranty and are
typically under £2000, subject to survey.
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Welcome to our markets
Our markets are well worth a visit. If you
haven’t been before - now’s a good time to
give your local market a try. Here’s a flavour of
what’s on offer in our district.
Castleford: Open from Monday to Saturday, it sells award-winning
pies, has three prestige butchers, two fruit and veg sellers, plus a
wide range of goods. The outdoor market holds a monthly “Preloved
Market” on the first Thursday of every month.
Normanton: The independent market shops are open six days a
week, supported by an outdoor market on Tuesday and Saturday.
Both markets offer goods including fruit and veg, key cutting and
specialist baking equipment.
Ossett: Open on Tuesday and Friday, the outdoor market has a
range of stalls including fish, meat, bread, fruit and veg, pies and
cheese and there’s an indoor flea market too.
Pontefract: The market hall opens Monday to Saturday. There is
also an outdoor market on Wednesday and Saturday and a farmers’
market on Friday. It sells award winning cheese, fruit and veg, fish
and meat, and fashion clothes.
South Elmsall: This community market is open Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday and has a children’s playground as well as a variety of
fish, meat and bread stalls. A “Preloved Market” is held on the first
Saturday of every month selling crafts and shabby chic goods.
Wakefield: Our newly relocated outdoor market on the Cathedral
Precinct runs from Thursday to Saturday. It has great street food
including a variety of falafel and noodles, a fruit and veg stall
which sells produce from different continents, plus clothes and
household items.
For more information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/markets

Women of the District
As part of our series we continue
to celebrate the achievements of
inspirational women.
A play worker specialising in burns
at Pinderfields Hospital has been
awarded a British Empire Medal (BEM).

Tracy Foster

‘Pass It On’ and help others
Our ‘Pass it On’ campaign is encouraging residents to pass
on their unwanted household items, to help others, instead
of throwing them away.

Case study

Thanks to our partnership with Shanks Waste Management Ltd and charity The
Friends of Queens Park, some items taken to the district’s recycling centres are
re-used. The charity, which runs the Re-Valued service, take the items to sell at low
cost in their Featherstone shop. Money raised is then distributed to local community
projects.
You can also pass on items including: cutlery, crockery, bedding, tools, rugs, prams
and pushchairs, furniture and much more.
For information visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/passiton 			
or http://queenspark.btck.co.uk

y of
Martyn Haytack. Photo courtesExpress
the Pontefract and Castleford

After a period of illness which led to unemployment
and temporary homelessness, Martyn Haytack was
able to start again thanks to the charity.
They were able to provide him with re-used items
for his new home, including a bed, dining room
table, cutlery, plates and electrical items.
Martyn said: “It is unbelievable the difference this
has made to me. Thanks to the charity I’ve been
able to start again and furnish my new home.”

Christmas recycling unwrapped
We collected 1,880 tonnes of recycling over the Christmas period which is fantastic. We would like to remind you that the
following items should not be placed in your recycling bin.
Knives and sharp objects, general rubbish/nappies, electrical appliances and cables, clothes, blankets, plastic
toys, bits of bikes/cars/pans, dead animals, wooden furniture, full paint tins/bottles and camping gas canisters.
For information visit www.recyclenow.com/whattodowith

Tracy Foster (pictured) has been recognised in the New
Year’s Honours for her commitment to children and
teenagers who have suffered burn and scald injuries.
The mum-of-three has been in her role for 12 years
and supports children and their families through
treatment and rehabilitation.
She helps prepare children for surgery and takes them
to theatre. She also works closely with teachers to help
children to re-integrate back into school.
Tracy also leads The Mid Yorkshire Burns Club at
Pinderfields Hospital. The Club runs activities for burn
injured children, including camps and day activities
and weekends away. It enables children to meet
others in similar situations to help them rebuild their
confidence.
The award was completely unexpected and Tracy said:
“I was very, very surprised to get the letter. I am so
pleased and proud to have been awarded a BEM. I love
my job and I love running the burns club knowing it
helps children and their families.
“I am ever so grateful to everyone who has supported
the Mid Yorkshire Burns club over the years. It is not
just me, as without all the volunteers it would not be
possible to offer the children and their families this
additional support.”
Tracy will be going to Buckingham Palace with her
dad later this year to collect her award, and the rest
of her family will be joining them to celebrate after the
ceremony.

Early Help Hubs
provide vital support
A mum has praised our Early Help Hubs for the
support that’s been given to her and her son.
Our locally-based Hubs across the district support
children, young people and their families through
challenging times. This can include support to help
parents to manage their child’s behaviour, deal with
debt problems, domestic abuse and concerns about
criminal behaviour.
The mum contacted us as she was struggling to
manage her teenage son’s behaviour. His angry
outbursts were affecting him both at home and at
school, putting him at risk of exclusion. He was also
going missing.
We worked with the family by advising on ways to
manage emotions and we supported the mum to try
new parenting strategies.
We also worked closely with the school to make sure
they were using similar strategies as the mum, so
there was a consistent approach. The boy was offered
specialist support to manage his anger.
Mum said: “Thank you for your support. It has made a
difference. My son’s behaviour is so much better and
he is now settled both at home and school.”
Lots of families go through tough times and early help
services across Wakefield are here to help you and
your children. Depending on your situation, the Hub
can either offer you support directly or signpost you to
other services who can support you and your family.
Getting early help prevents problems from growing
or getting out of hand. We are reorganising our Hubs
and will continue to offer support. To find your nearest
Early Help Hub, visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/
residents/schools-and-children
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Win £250 shopping vouchers

…and rediscover
in 2017

Positioned at the heart of
Wakefield for over 30 years,
The Ridings is home to a unique mix
of stores, from quality independents to
high street favourites including M&S,
Primark, Boots, Morrisons and TK Maxx.
2017 is set to be an exciting year, with The
Ridings undergoing a multi-million pound
refurbishment, which will see the creation of
a new food and beverage zone, kids’ play
area, customer lounge and new washrooms,
along with full mall and entrance
makeovers. To celebrate this exciting
development, The Ridings is offering
you the chance to win shopping
vouchers worth £250, simply
answer the question opposite.

How long has The Ridings
been at the heart of Wakefield?
a. Over 30 years

b. Over 40 years

c. Over 20 years

Answer:
Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Daytime telephone number:
Email address:

Post completed entries to:
The Citizen Competition, Room 12a Town Hall, Wood Street
FREEPOST RTKZ-KJRX-ETXE Wakefield WF1 2HQ.
Terms and conditions apply*

*Entries must be received by the closing date for the competition which is Friday 28 April 2017. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Only one entry per person is permitted. The Ridings will only use your personal details
for the purposes of running the competition. The details provided by you will be held in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 and will not be shared with third parties. From time to time we may contact you in connection with the
competitions i.e if you are a winner or in connection with any promotional activities organised by The Ridings. n Please tick this box if you do not wish to be contacted by The Ridings shopping centre.

Making more from waste

Book a free visit to
South Kirkby Waste
and Recycling
Education Centre!
Shanks, working in partnership with
Wakefield Council, are welcoming
Wakefield residents to visit their
purpose built Education Centre.
Schools and community groups can book free bespoke
workshops at the centre but it is also open to the general public.
The centre takes visitors on a journey to trace what happens to
their waste from the point at which it arrives at the state of the art
South Kirkby waste treatment facility to the new products which
are created. The centre includes an interactive exhibit room,
a book swap shop, food bank, a classroom environment and
dedicated outdoor learning area.

Opening Times
Monday

9.00am - 9.00pm

Tuesday - Friday

9.00am - 5.00pm

Saturday

9.00am - 1.00pm

Sunday

Community Group Visits
Community groups are particularly welcome. If you
want to find out more about any aspect of waste,
recycling or resource recovery, simply get in touch
with our Education Officer who will develop a session
specifically for your needs. Children, young people
and adult groups are equally welcome.

Primary and Secondary School Visits
A unique free programme has been designed for Primary
and Secondary Schools (KS1 to KS4). The programme
has been planned around the National Curriculum and
covers a wide range of curriculum areas.

about waste, recycling and resource recovery, but there
is an outdoor learning environment for bug scavenger
hunting, nature walks and a garden area for planting and
growing seeds.

The visit encourages pupils to think about sustainable
living and environmental issues as well as local waste
management and cannot be replicated in the school
environment. Not only is there an opportunity to learn

The facility is available to all KS1 to KS4 pupils who attend
school in the Wakefield District. We can accommodate a
maximum of 30 pupils per class.

Contacts
and Bookings

Closed

Closed Christmas Day/Boxing Day/New Year’s Day

Get in touch:

www.shanks-wakefield.co.uk

For more information and
to book, please get in touch
with our Education Officer

0345 8 506 506

Tel: 01977 624 678 or 07918 625 674
Email: jade.wilkes@shanks.co.uk
Web: www.shanks-wakefield.co.uk/education

wakefield@shanks.co.uk
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Contact the Council
If you have a question or query about our services our website is the place to
check first. Visit:
www.wakefield.gov.uk
It has a whole host of information about council services such as libraries
and local history, jobs, school holiday dates, and Council Tax.
Or if you have a comment about a council service you can email us at
yoursay@wakefield.gov.uk
You can also find us on Twitter using
@MyWakefield and
Facebook using
MyWakefield
Council Contact Centre (24 hrs)
Wakefield & District Housing (24 hrs)
0345 8 506 506
0345 8 507 507
www.wakefield.gov.uk/councilcontacts www.wdh.co.uk

Young people, their families and
carers are being encouraged to
ensure they are aware of the signs
for Child Sexual Exploitation.

Social Care Direct (24 hrs)
0345 8 503 503
www.wakefield.gov.uk/scd

Automated Council payments (24 hrs)
0845 603 1539
www.wakefield.gov.uk

West Yorkshire Police (24 hrs)
101

Street Lighting
0800 783 1654
www.wakefieldstreetlighting.amey.co.uk

Housing & Council Tax benefit
0345 8 504 504
www.wakefield.gov.uk/benefits
www.wakefield.gov.uk/CouncilTax

NHS Patient Advice & Liaison Service
(PALS)
0800 0525 270

Something that seems like normal teenage
behaviour could be a sign that a child is
being sexually exploited.
Some of the visible signs include:
• Regularly missing from home or school
and staying out all night
• Change in behaviour - becoming 		
aggressive and disruptive or quiet and
withdrawn
• Unexplained gifts or new possessions
such as clothes, jewellery, mobile 		
phones or money that can’t be 		
accounted for
• Spending excessive amount of time
online and becoming increasingly 		
secretive about time spent online

Business Rates
01977 727121
www.wakefield.gov.uk/BusinessRates

Contact
your
Councillor

Your local councillors are active on your behalf,
holding surgeries where you can meet to discuss your
own issues, attending meetings to get the best they
can for everyone in the district.
We have 63 councillors, representing and serving
more than 315,000 people in the district, listening to
your views and acting on your concerns.

Ward

Councillor Name

Ward No. 1
Ackworth, North
Elmsall & Upton

Cllr Jessica Carrington

Ward No. 2
Airedale & Ferry
Fryston

Party

Telephone

Email

Lab

07770 533848

jcarrington@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Allan Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

agarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Ward

Lab

01977 644689

martynward@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Yvonne Crewe

Lab

01977 517424

ycrewe@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kathryn Scott

Lab

07920 878782

kathrynscott@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Les Shaw

Lab

07827 283103

lesshaw@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 3
Altofts &
Whitwood

Cllr Peter Box CBE

Lab

01977 514715

pbox@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jo Hepworth

Lab

07770 533863

johepworth@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacquie Speight

Lab

07920 878786

jspeight@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 4
Castleford Central
& Glasshoughton

Cllr Richard Forster

Lab

07500 950583

rforster@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Denise Jeffery

Lab

01924 368628

djeffery@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Wallis

Lab

01977 731651

awallis@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Cummings

Lab

01924 363165

mcummings@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Faith Heptinstall

Lab

01226 725183

fheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Albert Manifield

Lab

01226 726219

amanifield@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Isherwood

Lab

01977 602172

gisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Taylor

Lab

01977 796188

dicktaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Maureen Tennant-King

Lab

07717 303068

mtennantking@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pauline Kitching

Lab

07825 927163

pkitching@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Glyn Lloyd

Lab

01977 618193

glynlloyd@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Sandra Pickin

Lab

07824 320939

spickin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Darren Byford

Lab

07825 927134

dbyford@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Janet Holmes

Lab

01924 380490

jholmes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Holwell

Con

07770 533907

mholwell@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Glenn Burton

Lab

01977 678895

gburton@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Harry Ellis

Lab

01977 672027

hellis@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Graham Stokes

Lab

01977 675110

gstokes@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Elaine Blezard

Lab

07824 320815

eblezard@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor David Dagger

Lab

07901 990736

ddagger@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Alan Wassell

Lab

07760 182798

alanwassell@wakefield.gov.uk

Ward No. 5
Crofton, Ryhill &
Walton
Ward No. 6
Featherstone
Ward No. 7
Hemsworth
Ward No. 8
Horbury & South
Ossett
Ward No. 9
Knottingley
Ward No. 10
Normanton

• Increase in mobile phone use or 		
secretive use
• Appearing to be under the influence of
drugs or alcohol
• Being picked up or dropped off in cars
by unknown adults
• A significantly older ‘boyfriend’ or 		
‘friend’ or lots of new friends
• Sudden involvement in criminal 		
behaviour or increased offending
• Sexual health problems.
If you have any concerns that a child
you know may be a victim of Child
Sexual Exploitation report it to West
Yorkshire Police by calling 101 or you
can call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111. In an emergency or
if a crime is ongoing always dial 999.
Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired
people can use textphone 18001 101.

To find your councillor, please see this list or visit
www.wakefield.gov.uk/councillors
Ward
Ward No. 11
Ossett
Ward No. 12
Pontefract North
Ward No. 13
Pontefract South

Ward No. 14
South Elmsall
& South Kirkby
Ward No. 15
Stanley &
Outwood East
Ward No. 16
Wakefield East
Ward No. 17
Wakefield North
Ward No. 18
Wakefield Rural
Ward No. 19
Wakefield South

Ward No. 20
Wakefield West
Ward No. 21
Wrenthorpe &
Outwood West

Councillor Name

Party

Telephone

Email

Cllr Nick Farmer

UKIP

07920 878784

nfarmer@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lynn Masterman

Lab

07825 927995

lmasterman@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Angela Taylor

Con

01924 270729

actaylor@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Pat Garbutt

Lab

01977 780742

pgarbutt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Lorna Malkin

Lab

07810 290687

lmalkin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Tennant

Lab

01977 708461

clivetennant@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr George Ayre

Lab

07920 878785

gayre@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Jones

Lab

07770 534306

davidjones@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Celia Loughran

Lab

07810 330504

cloughran@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Wilf Benson

Ind

01977 658609
07528 438024

wbenson@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Michelle Collins

Lab

07525 327945

michellecollins@wakefield.gov.uk

Councillor Steve Tulley

Lab

01977 608263
07725 745136

stulley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Hudson

Lab

01924 220710

chudson@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Matthew Morley

Lab

07719 904085

mmorley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Jacqui Williams

Lab

01924 278007

jacquelinewilliams@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Stuart Heptinstall

Lab

07770 534396

sheptinstall@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ros Lund

Lab

01924 826696

rlund@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Olivia Rowley

Lab

01924 360871

orowley@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Tracey Austin

Lab

07887 594707

taustin@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Isherwood

Lab

01977 602172

margaretisherwood@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Elizabeth Rhodes

Lab

01924 377973

brhodes@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Barker

Lab

07920 878780

kevinbarker@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Cynthia Binns

Con

07825 927986

cynthiabinns@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Sanders

Con

07762 835149

isanders@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Nadeem Ahmed

Con

07736 844085

cllrnahmed@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Monica Graham

Con

01924 258214

mgraham@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Hunt

Con

07825 927808

rhunt@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Ryan Case

Lab

07733 313059

rcase@wakefield.gov.uk

Lab

01924 386514
07810 010430

hilarymitchell@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Kevin Swift

Lab

07824 461060

kswift@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr David Dews

UKIP

07824 320631

ddews@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Johnson

Lab

01924 781602

martynjohnson@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Charlie Keith

Lab

01924 299699

ckeith@wakefield.gov.uk

Cllr Hilary Mitchell

Spring 2017

16

Breastfeeding scheme goes from strength to strength
More than 60 organisations including GP surgeries, coffee
shops, libraries, and community centres have signed up for the
Wakefield Breastfeeding Friendly scheme

Rebecca and Kasper Newbould

Mothers have the legal right to breastfeed
anywhere (2010 Equality Act). The scheme
helps to ensure there are places in the
district which are recognisably supportive to
families who breastfeed their babies.
Many women stop breastfeeding as they feel
like they can’t breastfeed outside the privacy
of their own home. But breastfeeding has
many benefits. It’s convenient, low cost, and
promotes emotional closeness, as well as
reducing the risk to baby from infection and
illness.
First time mum Rebecca Newbould from
Ryhill, is breastfeeding her ten-month-old
son Kasper.
“I did a lot of research into breastfeeding
and the first three months went very well,”
said Rebecca. “I then had problems with a
blocked duct and later with an infection. But
I overcame this with the help of the Families
and Babies breastfeeding support group and
my GP.”
Rebecca is happy to breastfeed when out
and about and thinks it’s great that the
Breastfeeding Friendly Initiative is expanding.

She added: “I am quite a confident person
and I’ve only ever had positive comments.
But I can understand that it can be daunting,
so the scheme is very positive.”
To find out more see www.wakefield.
gov.uk/breastfeeding
Businesses taking part can be identified
by stickers in their windows. Businesses
can sign up at www.wakefield.gov.uk/
breastfeeding
Support is available to all families on
breastfeeding, at health visitor led clinics
and support groups in the community.
Visit: www.familiesandbabies.org.uk
or ring 01924 851 901

Help to achieve
a healthy weight

Major events

Our Annual Public Health report is this
year focusing on helping residents to
achieve a healthy weight.

We have a varied programme of events for
your diary.

Being a healthy weight helps to reduce the risk of diseases
including heart disease, dementia and some cancers in later
life.
In Wakefield 22 percent of reception children are overweight.
By Year 6 this rises to 33 percent, meaning that one in three
children leave primary school overweight. Figures also show
70 percent of adults in the district are overweight or obese above the average of 62 percent for England.
We are working with partners to help create healthy places,
such as controlling the number of fast food takeaways and
promoting walking in the district’s parks.
The report also recommends that schools and health and
wellbeing professionals take opportunities to promote
healthier eating and physical activity.
Support is also being offered to individuals and families
through the Change4Life programme, along with a pilot
weight management programme and an allotment scheme to
promote cooking skills.
For more information see: 				
www.wakefield.gov.uk/publichealthreport

Thinking about how to keep your family
entertained this year?

Armed Forces Day - Sunday 18 June at Pontefract Park
from 10am onwards. Join in the fun with dancing, music,
and military displays, plus food and drink stalls.
Pontefract Liquorice Festival - Sunday 9 July from
10am - 4pm in the town centre. Come and sample worldfamous sweet treats, see demonstrations and take part in
craft activities.

Aspire to get fit

Enjoy all the fun of the seaside with traditional rides, food,
drink and more. Wakefield Seaside in the City is on
Saturday 12 August from 10am - 5pm and on Sunday 13
August from 10am - 4pm. Seaside in Castleford is on
Saturday 19 August from 10am - 4pm.

Spring into spring with our great
fitness offer!

Castleford Roman Festival is back. Come and have fun
and learn about life as a Roman. Date to be confirmed.

Why not banish the winter blues and get fit for summer at
an affordable price with an Aspire monthly membership?

We will also be holding our popular Christmas light
switch-ons in November in Wakefield, Pontefract and
Castleford. Check our website for details a bit nearer the
time: www.wakefield.gov.uk/events

We offer over 200 classes in our leisure facilities for all
abilities and fitness levels. Memberships include the use
of gym facilities, swimming and classes such as aqua
zumba, yoga and kettlebells.
We aim to innovate and hundreds of people recently took
part in the new Les Mills Body Pump and Body Combat
classes at Sun Lane Leisure, Thornes Park Stadium and
Featherstone Sports Complex.
Aspire memberships costs between £17 and £21
per month.
For more information including class timetables,
visit www.wakefield.gov.uk/SAL or email 		
aspire@wakefield.gov.uk
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