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Haw Park Wood

Haw Park Wood is 73 hectares of Ancient replanted woodland situated in the
heart of West Yorkshire. Only 6km from the centre of the City of Wakefield,
Haw Park Wood gives visitors the opportunity to enjoy nature at its best.

The Council has managed the wood since 1991 with the aim of benefiting both
the visiting public and the woodland’s resident wildlife. Our Vision for the future
of the woodland is focused on the need to balance ecology and nature
conservation, with the benefits that this natural woodland will bring to local
people.

We work in partnership with community groups, volunteers and environmental
organisations and agencies to ensure the wood retains its conservation and
wildlife value, whilst providing a valuable recreational and educational facility.
The Friends of Haw Park Wood are a dedicated group of volunteers who
actively care for and promote the site.

Haw Park Wood is ideal for walking, cycling and horse riding. There is open
access to all of the woodland though most people keep to the woodland rides
and the all weather footpath network. Families and children can safely enjoy the
woodland and find out about its wildlife from the Countryside Rangers who
patrol the site and organise a varied events programme.

Once part of the much larger Don Forest since the 1600’s, the woodland has
changed greatly in the last 100 years. Native trees were replanted with fast
growing pine to produce timber for the local coal mining industry. Sustainable
woodland management practices are now in place to gradually return the
woodland back to the predominantly broad leaved species that will reflect its
ancient status and attract more wildlife.

2010 Review

In 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 Haw Park Wood was
awarded the prestigious Green Flag Award, a nationally
recognised quality standard for parks and woodland.

The award recognises that this is a well managed, quality woodland with a clear
focus and direction for the future of the site: a ’50-year’ woodland plan to restore
the plantation to broadleaf.

There is a sound base in managing the heritage and conserving biodiversity,
whilst ensuring the woodland is accessible and welcoming to all its visitors.
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The Friends of Haw Park Wood are a committed group, actively involved in the
care, management and promotion of the site, as well as providing activities to
widen the visiting audience. (see Appendix 3)

The judges gave valuable advice and feedback and made recommendations for
improving certain aspects of woodland management, all of which have been
addressed in the 2009/10 review of the Management Plan.

In 2009 they commented that ‘The Charles Waterton link to conservation is very
important and should be a significant element of the site’s interpretation. Staff
personal knowledge of Charles Waterton’s life was fascinating and should be
more widely promoted. Significant felling will be needed before heathland can
be re-established in Compartment 16c.’. Further the ‘Plan should undertake
risk assessment to address future management issues against climate change.
In addition we should ‘Explore further grant opportunities such as SITA/WREN
biodiversity funds.

Please see the following page for a summary of the judge’s feedback and the
resulting actions which have been implemented on site and within this document.

A Mystery Shopping – Internal Quality Assessment of Anglers Country Park was
carried out on 30 December 2010.

The Keep Britain Tidy Group was pleased to confirm you that ‘on this
occasion the Anglers site was found to be maintaining the Green Flag Award
standard’. Haw Park Wood was not assessed.



Green Flag Feedback 2009

The Tables below indicate our response to the Green Flag judges’ comments and recommendations for Haw Park Wood.

Field Assessment Comments

Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

A Welcoming
Place

Generic information posts have been installed
along the entrance road to the wood to link the
two sites.
Several main woodland paths have been
widened to create rides/firebreaks but also help
to bring more light into the wood.

Option of three walking routes to suit differing
abilities.

Wooden sculptures convey a friendly, human-
scale presence.

The site would benefit from a ‘sense
of arrival’ at the main entrance to the
Wood, through provision of a more
eye catching sign and timber gates (if
vandalism not an issue)

Larger and more specific information
board at the Anglers Car Park to
ensure visitors are presented with
two equal choices of site to visit on
arrival.

Creating a well-defined focal point,
possibly incorporating shelter, at Five
Lane Ends would give a sense of
place within the woodland.

Further consultation, to
change the name of the park
to ‘Wintersett Country Park”,
will be taking place in 2010
through the Neighbourhood
Management and Action
Planning process.

Once the name for Anglers
is resolved larger and more
expensive signage boards
will be located very carefully
to avoid vandalism.

The Interpretative Ranger
will be looking into an
interpretational panel for the
Car Park to promote the
woodland. This will have to
follow the latest Corporate
brand guidelines.
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

The existing metal gates
replaced timber gates due to
a number of vandalism
incidents.

Healthy, Safe
and Secure

Ride creation and management has increased
the light in several areas.

Clear marking of routes for orientation
throughout the wood.

Erect some shelter(s) within the site
as it is some distance from the Visitor
Centre; these could be simple
covered seats or more elaborate
structure which could serve as an
outdoor classroom.

Ensure frequent signs to indicate exit
routes from wood, to reduce sense of
remoteness and vulnerability.

A shelter is being considered
but there are concerns it
may be mis-used or attract
anti-social behaviour. This
may have an impact on the
woodland experience for the
majority of visitors.

The shelter at Five Ways is
supported by the YWT and
Friends Group. The design
would use our timber
resource; have a square
sloped roof with benches
under it, all facing different
directions.

Clean and
Well
Maintained

Path surfaces were well-maintained and rides
had been recently cut. No evident signs of dog
fouling or vandalism. Site furniture was well-
maintained.
Bracken areas are under control

Continue to update information
boards.

Ensure commercial felling and
extraction is well supervised to avoid
damage to access routes.

All commercial felling and
extraction is subject to
conditions laid down by FSC
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Overall the site was litter free and woodland
under appropriate management.

Clay Royd Bridge had been recently repaired
following vandalism.

and UKWAS guidelines.
Daily monitoring of
contractors, site condition,
warning signs is undertaken
and recorded. Paths are
graded to type of vehicular
use i.e. 10 tonne access
only. Use of dedicated
extraction routes and zoning
of felling and thinning areas
limit disruption to one area,
and keep track damage
down to a minimum.

Litter picking is undertaken
by staff and the Friends
Group on ‘litter picking
events’.

Sustainability Staff appear well-motivated to explore ways of
sustainable management.

Recently acquired machinery for sawing means
that most of felled timber is used within the two
sites

Next phase of timer removal has been tendered
on a fell/remove basis.

Ensure that the FSC certificate is
achieved across the District (Jul 09)

Trial use of swine for bracken control
in fenced off areas.

Consider using bark chippings to
create internal footpath links where
appropriate.

FSC has now been achieved
and is now being
implemented

The trial use of pigs for
bracken control is being
discussed with our partners,
The Coalfield Heathland
Project and Farmers. The



11

Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Woodland sculptures from felled timber add a
sense of fun and individuality, especially the
Charles Waterton image.

Picnic table and seating provided from felled
timber products and Mushroom seats from
recycled tyres demonstrate attractive uses for
waste products.

Explore use of horses for timber
extraction.

security of them is a
concern.

Failing that the operation will
be carried out by crushing it
by tractor-drawn rollers,
followed up by human
bracken bashing closer to
the edge of the trees

We are looking to utilise
wood chippings created from
in – house waste to create a
feature path around the fox
well area. This should be
the first of many area’s
which will benefit from this
kind of treatment.
There is a limitation to the
use of wood chippings
however as a path surfacing
material, due to compliance
with the DDA criteria.

It is recognised that the use
of horses for timber
extraction is appropriate to
extract single large trees
from sites with lots of other
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

trees which we wish to
remain undisturbed.

The use of horses for timber
extraction was used to great
effect during the FSC event.
We are also exploring the
possibility of using horses for
bracken control (bracken
bruising) in certain areas.

Conservation
and Heritage

Strong awareness among staff of importance of
site to conservation through its historical
association to Charles Waterton.

Approach to restoration and management of
ancient woodland in line with good practise, i.e.
to restore the broad-leaved woodland and
remove coniferous species.

Heathland restoration is a worthwhile project to
reclaim former natural habitat and links well to
wider Coalfield Heathland project promoted by
Sheffield Wildlife Trust.

Promote history and awareness of
Charles Waterton more proactively
especially during the current ‘Darwin’
centenary.

Update exhibition and interpretation
materials at the visitor centre,
especially linking development of
woodland with coal industry/canal to
demonstrate practical relevance of
forestry.

Regular botanical and species
surveys to inform future site
management.

Monitor impacts of commercial felling

John Goodchild, of
Wakefield Historical Society,
to be asked to produce a
leaflet on Canal/Coal
Industry Heritage and
Waterton Heritage.

We are exploring use of
volunteers and the Wildlife
Trusts to carry out survey work .

Wintersett Wildlife Group to be
asked to produce a species list
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

balance between visitors and wildlife and there
is a clear direction for the next few years for the
woodland management, with the help of
Woodland Grant funding.

SITA and WREN Biodiversity funds
to extend the habitat value
(specifically ancient woodland) of the
site.

Countryside Rangers pursuing
and Access to Nature bid to
maximise public access,
engagement, and education. In
addition the EWGS is to be
renewed by our Forestry and
Arboricultural Manager to
financially supplement our
Maintenance and Management
Operations.

Additional
Comments

The Charles Waterton link to
conservation is very important and
should be a significant element of the
site’s interpretation. Staff personal
knowledge of Charles Waterton’s life
was fascinating and should be more
widely promoted.

Significant felling will be needed
before heathland can be re-
established in Compartment 16c.

Overall the site continues year-on-
year improvement.

Noted.
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Desk Assessment

Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Presentation Good clear layout, readable and well illustrated.
Inclusion of dated reviews gives clear indication
of year-on-year progress.

Location Plan in 1.1 Access section
would be helpful.

More detailed ecological
information, particularly relating to
importance of site as ancient
woodland, should be included.

Contents section needs updating re:
page numbers.

Plan updated

Plan updated

Plan updated

Health, Safety
& Security

Flexibility in facilities provided following
monitoring of problems is a pragmatic
approach. Regular tree inspections have been
addressed as a fundamental H&S issue.
Programme of thinning and felling will help to
open up the conifer plantations, especially in
winter, for a safer feel.

Continue to provide and monitor
safe access. Ensure wildlife not
compromised by felling activities
especially during breeding periods.

Noted.

Maintenance of
equipment,
buildings &
landscape

Clear Maintenance Standards for all fixtures
and features of woodland have been set out.
Good layout of Action Plan and Annual
Maintenance Programme with dates and
resources clearly marked. Restoration of
heritage elements such as watchtower has
been addressed.

Consider use of Friends of Haw
Wood to patrol site and report
vandalism etc.
Ensure restoration of historical
features doesn’t impact on bats e.g.
Blue Bridge, nesting birds or other
fauna.

Noted.
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Litter,
cleanliness,
vandalism

Consistent approach to vandalism and litter etc
with the country park. Main causes of anti-
social behaviour have been identified and
measures are being taken to reduce its impact.
Friends of HPW are also involved in litter
control.

Put in place enforcement protocols
with Rangers when Council’s by-
laws relating to shooting, illegal
camping/fires have been reviewed.

Noted.

Environmental
Sustainability

Excellent to read that peat use has been
eliminated. Reuse (including sale), recycling of
waste and timber products such as open fire at
Visitor Centre is encouraging. Detailed
descriptions of sustainable site management
practices linked to WMDC policy.

Continue to explore ways to recycle
and reuse materials.

Investigate use of horses for timber
extraction.

FSC standard has been
obtained. The certification
process was achieved in
partnership with Yorwoods, and
included the whole of the
council’s woodland resource.

Green roofing is supported by
YWT as it is quite inexpensive if
applied mainly to flat roof areas
and sedum plants are used.

Commitment from the Council’s
Environmental Management
Action Group to the
refurbishment of the Centre will
drive these issues. The
projects will require further
Capital and Grant funding bids.
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Conservation
of heritage &
nature

Clear recognition of ecological significance of
Haw Park Wood and need to restore its ancient
woodland characteristics through appropriate
management.

Links to Wakefield LBAP have been stated but
more ecological information would be helpful.
However, there is awareness of value of the
range of habitats within the wood and need to
monitor and if necessary limit user numbers, i.e.
managing a balance.

Interesting historical and archaeological
background of site.

Plan needs to be updated to include
biodiversity ‘duty’ on local
authorities (NERC) and make links
to Regional Biodiversity Strategy.

Generally more information about
flora and fauna should be included
in Management Plan, as
appendices, especially cross-
referenced to Wakefield/national
BAP habitats/species. This should
also be available on the web, where
appropriate.

Expand ‘History’ Section 1.2 to
highlight relevance of Charles
Waterton to conservation; plus,
more information about
development of Barnsley Canal, if
available.

Plan updated

Plan updated

Plan updated

Community
Involvement

Active involvement of Friends of group in
management and guidance of woodland.
Wakefield Rotary Club also sponsoring school
visits and funded restoration of watchtower.

Forest School Programme for Featherstone

Ensure regular surveys and
promotion of site to encourage
wider range of user groups.

Insert contact details for groups.

The Friends keep records of
their events and visitors (see
Appendix 3). An electronic
Visitor Counter has been
installed at the main entrance
to the wood.
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

Technology College, school visits and leaflet for
schools pack demonstrates educational value of
site.

Good use of annual ‘Open Day’ for consultation.

The Forest School programme
is ongoing using GROW and
Groundwork Wakefield.

Marketing
Strategy

No specific Marketing Strategy but the site is
well publicised through ‘Friends of’ group.
Interpretation Ranger has recently been
employed.

Carry out further surveys to find out
what attracts visitors to site.
Consider developing a ‘virtual’
webwalk for disabled to enjoy the
site.

Please see ‘Community
Involvement’ above.

Award winning White Rose
Forest website may facilitate
development of a ‘virtual’
webwalk.

Overall
management

Overall long term vision for the site alongside
Anglers Country Park. Incremental approach to
woodland thinning and long term view for
woodland reversion from conifer to deciduous,
plus and diversification of habitats all in
accordance with the protection of the
woodland’s biodiversity.

Establish the key marketing and
information links for the site via the
Visitor Centre and undertake further
surveys to find out visitor
demographics and main interests to
guide future facilities provision.

Future Jobs Fund – Assistant
Countryside Rangers have
been given the Project to
survey users and non-users to
find out visitor demographics
and main interests e.t.c.

Additional
comments

Plan should undertake risk
assessment to address future
management issues against climate
change.

Explore further grant opportunities

The Biodiversity Officer and
Countryside Rangers pursuing
and Access to Nature bid to
maximise public access,
engagement, and education. In
addition the EWGS is to be
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Criteria Strengths Recommendations Our response

such as SITA/WREN biodiversity
funds.

renewed by our Forestry and
Arboricultural Manager to
financially supplement our
Maintenance and Management
Operations.

Green Flag Feedback 2010

There is no feedback from Judges or a Mystery Shopping – Interim Quality Assessment to consider as none have been carried out
for this site during the last 12 Months (as at 30 December 2010).
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INTRODUCTION

This Management Plan sets out a programme for the future management,
maintenance and development of Haw Park Wood. It is a guide for all staff,
users and everyone involved with the site to see how it will be managed and
improved, and what the priorities are for its future.

It is a comprehensive five-year plan that will run from 2007 to 2012.

Reviews: This Management Plan is a live document and is subject to an annual
review. Each year various achievements, changing circumstances and new priorities
for the site will be monitored and evaluated. Amendments will be made accordingly
and will appear throughout the Plan in the same format as this paragraph i.e. within
bordered text.

Layout of the Plan

The Management Plan is divided into five sections.

Section 1 paints a picture of the current condition of the wood and of the
facilities and features to be found there. It relates the history and
development of the site and looks at the neighbourhood and community it
serves and the involvement of other stakeholders. Management and day-to-
day maintenance duties are described.

Section 2 examines the Policy context. It details the various legislation,
policies and strategies that relate to and impact on the management and
development of the site.

Section 3 establishes a long-term Vision for the future of the site, and the
Aims and Objectives to realise that Vision.

Section 4 sets out how we will monitor and measure progress, along with a
programme for reviewing and updating the Plan.

Section 5 is the Action Plan: a programme of development works to be
carried out to achieve the Aims and Objectives and implement the
Management Plan. The Forestry Commission Annual Management Grant and
Woodland Improvement Grant Plan is at Appendix 2.

N.B. Reference is made throughout this document to Anglers Country
Park, Wintersett. The two sites are strategically linked and will be
managed in a complementary way. Refer to Anglers Country Park,
Wintersett, Management Plan (2007 – 2012).1

1
Anglers Country Park, Wintersett Management Plan (2007 – 2012). Wakefield Council, Wakefield











27

1.2 HISTORY OF THE WOODLAND

In the 1600’s Haw Park Wood was part of the ancient Don Forest and
predominantly native broadleaved species. Haw Park is now an isolated
fragment of the larger Don Forest. It was isolated when the need for agricultural
land resulted in the felling of the surrounding forest.

The nearby settlements of Walton and Ryhill are listed in the Domesday Book.
‘Hare Park’, presumably the woodland, and ‘Fox Well’, which is located in the
south-east of the woodland do not appear until 17-06. ‘Haw Park’ first
appears in the Ordnance Survey in 1841.

Haw Park Wood has remained at its present size since the 18th Century (73
hectares) though the wood has changed greatly in the last 100 years (see Map
008 Haw Park Wood 1851 – 1855). Between 1940 and 1960 much of the
ancient woodland was replanted for the production of timber in order to support
the drive at the time towards home-grown timber self-sufficiency and the
supply of timber to the coal mining industry. Fast growing softwoods, mostly
Corsican Pine and European Larch, replaced the original Oak and Birch.

Wakefield Council acquired Haw Park Wood in 1991 from the Forestry
Commission, which had undertaken much of the softwood planting. The site
had historic interest and Wakefield Council saw the opportunity to benefit
wildlife; to provide enjoyment for local people, and to offer an educational
facility to local schools and communities.

The woodland was formally designated a Local Nature Reserve on 19 May
1992. In 1981 it was designated a Site of Scientific Interest because of its
diverse habitat. West Yorkshire Ecology redesignated it in 1991.

Wakefield Council now manages the site to the Forestry Commission’s
England Woodland Grant Scheme criteria.

The woodland also has a significant heritage and cultural value. The site has
historical links with the adjoining Walton Hall Estate, owned at one time by
Charles Waterton, the renowned taxidermist and pioneer conservationist. A
northern part of the woodland, an area known as the Heronry, was once part
of Walton Estate. The Heronry is now isolated from the larger woodland area
by a high stone wall which formed the boundary of the Walton Estate.

One of Charles Waterton's original watchtowers built in the 1820’s (one of six
used by Waterton in Walton Hall grounds as an early hide and shelter) is still
standing in the Heronry. Wakefield Rotary Club who obtained a Local
Heritage Initiative Lottery Grant for the restoration project restored this in
2005.

"Squire" Waterton was born at Walton Hall which is a stately home. It was
built in the Palladian style around 1767 on an island within a 26 acre lake, on
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the site of a former moated medieval hall. It was the ancestral home of the
naturalist and traveller Charles Waterton. He was educated at Stonyhurst
College, on the Stonyhurst Estate near Clitheroe in rural Lancashire, England.
His interest in exploration and wildlife were already evident. On one occasion
Waterton was caught by the school's Jesuit Superior scaling the towers at the
front of the building; almost at the top, the Superior ordered him to come down
the way he had gone up. Whilst at the school, he records in his
autobiography that "by a mutual understanding, I was considered rat-catcher
to the establishment, and also fox-taker, foumart-killer, and cross-bow charger
at the time when the young rooks were fledged. . . I followed up my calling
with great success. The vermin disappeared by the dozen; the books were
moderately well thumbed; and according to my notion of things, all went on
perfectly right." In 1804 he travelled to British Guiana. British Guiana was the
name of the British colony on the northern coast of South America, now the
independent nation of Guyana. In 1812, he started to explore the hinterland
of Guiana, making four journeys between then and 1824, and reaching Brasil
on foot - barefoot - in the rainy season. He later described his discoveries in
his book Waterton's Wanderings in South America which inspired young
British schoolboys like Charles Darwin and Alfred Russell Wallace. He was a
highly skilled taxidermist and preserved many of the animals he encountered
on his expeditions. However, he employed a unique method of taxidermy,
soaking the specimens in what he called "sublimate of mercury." Unlike many
preserved ("stuffed") animals, his specimens are hollow - and are surprisingly
lifelike, even today. He also displayed his anarchic sense of humour in some
of his taxidermy: a famous tableau he created (now lost) consisted of reptiles
dressed as famous Englishmen and entitled "The English Reformation
Zoologically Demonstrated." Another specimen was the upper half of a howler
monkey contorted to look like an Amazonian Abominable Snowman and
simply labelled "The Nondescript." This specimen is still on display at the
Wakefield Museum.

Whilst in Guiana he taught one of his uncle's slaves, John Edmonstone. John
Edmonstone was originally a black slave probably born in Demarara. He
learned taxidermy from Charles Waterton, whose father in law; Charles
Edmonstone had a plantation in Demarara. After he was freed, John came to
Glasgow with his former master, Charles Edmonstone. Edmonstone, by then
freed and practising taxidermy in Edinburgh, in turn taught the teenage
Charles Darwin

Charles Robert Darwin FRS was an English naturalist who realised and
presented compelling evidence that all species of life have evolved over time
from common ancestors, through the process he called natural selection.
Waterton is credited with bringing the anaesthetic agent Curare to Europe. In
the 1820s he returned to Walton Hall and built a nine-foot-high wall around
three miles (5 km) of his estate, turning it into the world's first wildfowl and
nature reserve making him one of the western world's first environmentalists.
He also invented the bird nesting box.

Waterton died after fracturing his ribs and injuring his liver in a fall on his
estate. His body is interred near the spot where the accident happened
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(Stubb’s Wood). His coffin was taken from the hall to his chosen resting place
by barge, in a funeral cortege led by the Bishop of Beverley, and followed at
the lakeside by many local people. The grave was between two oak trees
which have now disappeared. It is said that a flock of birds followed the
barge, and a linnet sang as the coffin was being lowered.

Haw Park Wood also has historical links with the Barnsley Canal (built in
1799). The Canal (now disused) runs through the western fringes of the wood
and was used until the1940's, for the transportation of coal and other goods to
and from Wakefield and Barnsley. Wintersett Reservoir provided water for the
Canal, as the section that runs through the wood was the highest point in the
Canal and water was lost to the north by Walton Lock and to the south at
Royston Locks. As demand for water increased, the valley to the south of the
Wood was flooded in 1841 and it created Cold Hiendley Reservoir, named after
the adjoining settlement.

The Barnsley Canal was approved by Parliament in 1793. The section
between Barnsley and the Aire and Calder Navigation near Wakefield opened
in 1799, with the section from Barnsley to Barnby Basin opening three years
later.

It was a broad canal with 15 locks between the River Calder and the main
level at Walton. A further 5 locks took the canal up to Barnby Basin, with
water needing to be back-pumped up this flight, as the company was not
allowed to take water from the Dearne at Barnby. The main level was
supplied from Wintersett and Cold Hiendley Reservoirs.

Half a mile east of Barnsley, the canal crossed the River Dearne on a high five
arch aqueduct. On the south side of this aqueduct was the junction with the
Dearne and Dove Canal, which opened in 1804 and ran to the River Don
Navigation at Swinton.

The colliery at Barnby ran into difficulties fairly soon after the canal opened,
but the company built a tramroad from Barnby Basin to Silkstone Colliery,
which produced good quality coal, helping the canal to be very successful.
Barnby Colliery later re-opened and other collieries close to the canal's route
through Barnsley, Monk Bretton and Royston added to the prosperity.

As a result of competition from the new railway companies, the Barnsley
Canal was leased and later bought by the Aire and Calder Navigation
Company, which improved the waterway and enlarged the locks, with trade
picking up again for a number of years. In 1893, the section of canal above
Barugh Locks was closed as most of the trade here had been lost to the
railways.

Although trade on the rest of the canal continued through to World War II, the
canal suffered from constant subsidence problems due to mining, with the
banks needing to be built up. Subsidence caused a spectacular breach at the
southern end of Barnsley Aqueduct in 1911, which closed the canal for eight
months. Another huge breach occurred at Littleworth in 1946 which directly
led to the canal's closure in 1953. The company had decided that it would be
cheaper to compensate the canal's users than to constantly repair the canal.
Barnsley Aqueduct was demolished a year later, as it was showing large
cracks and a sag due to mining subsidence.
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One of the unusual features of the Barnsley Canal was the use of pulleys
mounted on stone blocks on sharp bends, between the towpath and the canal
edge. The idea was that as boats approached the corner, the tow rope would
be fitted into the pulley. This would assist the steerer as it would prevent the
horse from pulling the boat into the bank on the corner.

Such stone-mounted pulleys were put in place on all the sharp bends on the
canal and at the junction with the Dearne and Dove Canal. It was an idea that
may not have been easy to use as it would have required some physical effort
to pull the tow rope into the groove on the pulley. There are a few isolated
examples of similar pulleys on other canals, but vertical rollers on the inside of
the towpath did the same job with no effort and are found on several canals,
such as the Leeds and Liverpool.

In the 1980s, a quarter mile stretch of the Barnsley Canal near Barnsley town
centre was restored as part of a TUC scheme to provide work for long-term
unemployed people. This laudable scheme has produced an attractive stretch
of waterway which gives a sample of how things could be along the whole
canal.

The Barnsley Canal Group was formed in 1984, which became the Barnsley
Dearne and Dove Canals Trust in 2000, to promote the restoration of this
important historic element in the region's industrial heritage and the
reinstatement a vital "missing link" in the national waterways network.


