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3.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aims and objectives direct how the Vision for the future of Anglers Country Park will
be achieved. They represent the areas of priority and will ensure the effective
management and development of the park.

Each aim has been identified, after analysis of the evidence, as the best approach to
achieving the aspirations and desired standards for the site. The aims are compatible
with, and will help achieve the objectives of the wider policies for the area as set out in
Section 2.

The aims set the direction for site management and will guide development and
projects for the coming five-year period.

Aims

The aims are based on the Key Criteria of the Green Flag Award as they are
appropriate to achieve the Vision and the identified priorities for Anglers Country Park.
A further aim has been added relating specifically to strategic development planning.

1. Provide an inviting and welcoming park.
2. Provide a safe and secure environment.
3. Maintain the park to a high quality standard.
4. Operate sustainable management methods.
5. Conserve nature, natural features and heritage.
6. Encourage continued community involvement.
7. Promote the park effectively.
8. Adopt a strategic approach to site development.

Objectives

The objectives arise from the aims and describe more specifically how the aim will be
achieved.

Actions

Action points are the elements of work that are required to achieve each objective and
therefore each aim. They are identified individually under each objective. Each action
point is then tabled in the Action Plan in Section 5.

Commitments

Commitment statements appear throughout the text. These signify our commitment
and intent to continue to carry out best practice procedures, methods and approaches.
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Haw Park Lane

Haw Park Lane is very narrow with few passing places and is unlit. While this is part of
the charm of arriving at a countryside site, road safety could be improved. Options
include:

a) improve signage to signify existing passing places
b) put in more passing places
c) install speed control methods e.g. speed humps
d) widen the road
e) create a twin-road one-way system with an entry road and an exit road.

N.B. The existing hedgerow and trees along Haw Park Lane provide valuable breeding
habitat, and there is a concern that any road alterations could ruin the value and
character of the lane.

The latter two options (d) and (e) would be major and costly projects involving the
purchase of adjacent land from UK Coal; liaising with Highways regarding feasibility and
cost; gaining planning permission and approval from Cabinet, and seeking costs from
the Capital Programme.

2008 Review:
In times of severe weather Highway Maintenance respond to requests for gritting even
though Haw Park Lane is not a primary route.

The feasibility of upgrading the carriageway will initially involve design fees. The
process of safety assessment has begun with Highways Design officers who suggest
traffic calming intervention such as chicanes or ‘humps’. WMDC’s Reported Injury
Accidents System has not prioritised Haw Park Lane and this intervention can only be
resourced, therefore, through a funding opportunity. Highways Design suggests a
Traffic Count in order to target their resources.

Action 1.1.3 Liaise with Highways to investigate road safety aspects of
Haw Park Lane and commission a traffic count

Footpaths

The path around the lake is the main route for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and
mobility scooters. All footpaths within the site will be maintained to a high standard to
remain 'inclusive' and usable - muddy footpaths in wet weather make access difficult for
wheelchairs and pushchairs. The path on the east side of the lake can become
waterlogged and requires improvements to drainage.

The site footpath from Wintersett, which runs through the copse parallel to Haw Park
Lane, is an important path for visitors; it is also very valuable for butterflies and
dragonflies. A good variety of plants occur along its edge in particular broad leaved
helleborine. However, the path is quite narrow and rather straight. A broader path would
improve access and could meander into open glades in the adjacent trees. This would
benefit the wildlife greatly and provide a much more interesting walk for visitors and
school groups.

Action 1.1.4 Improve drainage to footpath around the lake
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Objective 1.2
Provide clear and informative signs and interpretation

Signs and interpretation are an effective means of ensuring visitors have an informed
and enjoyable experience, are aware of the sites features and facilities, and can find
their way safely around the park. Interpretation panels, signs and notice boards will be
kept in good condition and have relevant up to date information.

There are several elements to address to improve signage at Anglers Country Park
which are seen as a priority:

(a) The 'brown signs' to the site on the road network are inconsistent: they read a
combination of "Anglers Country Park", "Waterton Countryside Discovery
Centre" and "The Heronry".

(b) The signs on the main entrance are of mixed design and materials, creating an
untidy and uninviting appearance. It is unclear to the visitor which signs are a
priority.

(c) Clearer indication is needed of where the entrance is to The Waterton
Countryside Discovery Centre and Café.

(d) Way Out, Disabled Parking and One-Way signs are required for the Car Park.

(e) New Interpretation Boards are required at the main entrance to the site due to
fading and at the Santingley Lane, Crofton entrance. One should have a display
board for public notices and to promote events.

Action 1.2.1 Improve signage to the site from the road network, and from
the bus, cycle and footpath network

Action 1.2.2 Improve and increase signs and interpretation within the site
(Implemented - signage installed 2008)

2008 Review:
New signage and interpretation installed throughout the park.

Progress on signage to the park from the road network requires approval of Cabinet
report to consult further regarding site name change to Wintersett Country Park.
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The £100,000 play facility, for 8 – 13 year olds, will be specially designed to provide an
exciting and fun facility that fits unobtrusively into the natural landscape at Anglers. The
initial idea is to site individual pieces of equipment in glades along the Woodland Walk.
Not traditional swings and slides but equipment made from natural materials which
boost imagination and skill.

Consultation will begin in April and will put children and young people at the heart of the
design process. Nature conservation, wildlife and biodiversity experts will advise the
design team, along with site managers and staff, stakeholders and visitors. Installation
is programmed for the end of 2010.

Of the £100,000 cost, it is estimated that £50,000 will come from the Play Builder fund
and £50,000 from external funders, of which the Council will provide the third party
contribution or match–funding if required.

The project is being led by the Council’s Family Services in partnership with Parks in
Environment Services. This is a cross-departmental project with Sport and Education;
partner organisations include Wakefield District Housing, UCMED, Primary Care Trust,
Groundwork Wakefield and voluntary sector agencies.

Action 1.3.2 Install an inclusive natural play facility for children.
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Lifebuoys

The lifebuoys and mounting posts are coming to an end of their working life. 2 No. will
be replaced in March / April 2008. Risk Assessment of the Lake is ongoing.

2007 Review: 2 Lifebuoys have been purchased. Generic Risk Assessment for Water
Bodies introduced through Policy & Performance Health and Safety Working Group.
Further assessment of lifebuoy requirement will be carried out April/May 2008
2008 review: 9 Lifebuoys in place. Renewal budgeted for in Action Plan.

Action 2.1.2 Replace lifebuoys and posts on the lake banks as required

Objective 2.2
We will promote responsible visitor conduct

Visitor Conduct

There is always the potential for conflict of use between, for example, cyclists and horse
riders, horses and walkers, birdwatchers and dog walkers, although consultation has
not identified this as an issue for concern on this particular site.

The Countryside Rangers alleviate or prevent any imbalance on a daily basis by regular
site patrols and promoting responsible behaviour. Management promotes the
philosophy of encouraging good behaviour by communication, conversation and
education, rather than prohibitive signage to 'forbid' certain practices.

A Code of Conduct on marketing literature and interpretation panels will provide users
with clear guidance on how they can use the site responsibly.

Action 2.2.1 Produce a Code of Conduct for all site users

2007 Review: An ecologist and outreach ranger have been appointed to meet Local
Area Agreement targets to develop Local Nature Reserves. As part of this programme,
by-Laws will be introduced to this site and will be publicised through interpretation
(panels and leaflets).

Anti Social behaviour

The main anti-social behaviour problems identified on the site are shooting, fishing,
swimming in the lake, and people camping and lighting fires. One of the other main
problems encountered by the Rangers are off-road motor bikers congregating in the car
park in the evenings and racing up and down Haw Park Lane, creating a hazard to
themselves, pedestrians and other road users.

Whilst laws are in place to deal with illegal shooting and fishing and with the highways
offences, there is a requirement for enforceable by-laws to address site-specific issues
such as camping and swimming. The Council's by-laws are currently under review
awaiting the new models to be introduced by DEFRA. Once these are introduced, we
will consider the enforcement methods available that are appropriate to the Rangers. In
the process of introducing bylaws to our newly designated LNR’s the Council
anticipates introducing them to our existing LNR’s retrospectively.
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Horse riders

There are no
designated Bridle
Paths within the site
boundaries but horse
riders have
concessionary use
and are welcome,
provided they keep to
a safe pace and are
not in large groups.

They are required to
stay on the footpaths
to avoid disturbing or
damaging the grassy
areas and habitats. Consequently, pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians all use the
same footpaths. This has not presented itself as a problem, and the cost of
constructing separate footpaths, in terms of lost land and habitat have been considered
to outweigh any potential benefit.

Dog Owners

Responsible dog owners are welcome. Dogs are not restricted to being on a lead,
although in bird nesting seasons, dog-owners are requested to keep their dogs under
close control. Two dog-waste bins are provided and a further bin is to be placed near
the entrance. There is a potential for conflict between dogs and other access users,
wildlife and livestock.

Dog walkers can be seen as a problem group by some, particular issues being dog
fouling and lack of control, yet dog walkers are probably the single largest user group
on countryside sites nationally (one-third of all visitors to the countryside are
accompanied by a dog. (Countryside Agency, 20043).

Furthermore, dog ownership commits people to the healthy activity of walking on
a daily basis and is popular with elderly people. We will provide clear messages
about expected behaviour using ‘dog passports’ and the code of conduct for all
users.

Commitment: We will promote responsible dog ownership by engaging with dog
owners on site in a positive manner

Action 2.2.2 Develop and publish a Code of Conduct for dog owners - a
Dog Passport

2007 Review: Action implemented 2007 – ‘Dog Passport’ introduced. Also, the Council
has introduced a voluntary dog identity card to assist owners in recovering a lost dog
with a Code of Conduct promoting best practice for dog owners on the reverse.

3 Countryside Agency (2004) GB Leisure Day Visits. Countryside Agency, Cheltenham.
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Wildlife hides

There are two wildlife hides: one overlooking the Pol, one overlooking the main lake.
Hides enable visitors to view wildlife without disturbance, providing an education and
interpretive resource. The hides are large enough to accommodate school parties,
however, they are increasingly used to maximum capacity, especially at the weekends.
A further hide over the Pol, lake or nature reserve would alleviate this pressure by
dispersing visitors who currently have only the main hide as a central focus. If the hide
was situated at the car park end of the Pol, this would allow easier access for elderly
and disabled visitors.

Action 3.1.2 Install a further bird hide overlooking the Pol and all-weather
footpath leading to it.

2007 Review: We are working in partnership with BTCV in the preparation of a WREN
bid to facilitate improved visitor access to the Pol which will lead to the provision of a
second hide at this location.
2008 Review: Grant application being considered by Wakefield Biodiveristy Group in
partnership with Wintersett Wildlife group. See Action 5.2.1. in Action Plan
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Climate change.

There will be climate change implications for the future of the site. The management of
Anglers Country Park may have little effect by way of mitigation or to alleviate the
circumstances that have caused climate change. However, management practices can
help us adapt to changing conditions and requirements, for example: there may be an
increased need for shade and shelter from the sun; more algae bloom may occur on the
lake4. Thought should be given to creating a diverse habitat by planting drought
resistant species.

The woodland cover on the site falls within the Woodland Grant Scheme and will be
managed in accordance with the Forestry Commission guidelines for climate change.

Commitment: We will adopt best practice ‘climate change’ procedures as they
evolve.

4 Cyanobacteria is the scientific name for blue-green algae, or "pond scum." Cyanobacterial
toxins are the naturally produced poisons stored in the cells of certain species of cyanobacteria.
These toxins fall into various categories. Some are known to attack the liver (hepatotoxins) or
the nervous system (neurotoxins); others simply irritate the skin.




