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Appendix 3

INTRODUCING THE EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY SERVICE

(This information is sent in booklet form to parents/carers with letter acknowledging referral to the Educational Psychology Service)

The Educational Psychology Service is part of Family Services.  The Service provides specialist advice to schools, parents and other agencies.  The focus of its work is concerns about children and young people’s development, learning or behaviour when these affect their schooling.

The work of the Service covers children and young people of school age and children of pre-school age.

It is usually schools, with parental agreement, that ask for an Educational Psychologist to become involved with a particular child but sometimes parents, Speech Therapists, Doctors and other Services also request the Educational Psychologist’s involvement.  Educational Psychologists have an honours degree in psychology, are qualified and experienced as teachers and have followed a course of post graduate professional training leading to their qualification as an Educational Psychologist.  Educational Psychologists in Wakefield are eligible for Chartered Psychologist status with the British Psychological Society.

In its work with concerns about individual children the EPS is able to offer two types of involvement.

Consultative:

With this type of involvement the contact will be with school staff only.  Visits will be made to school to discuss and consider the child’s behaviour, relationships or learning difficulties.  This may include classroom observation, reviewing work and discussing individual programmes of learning with teaching staff.  The aim is to help the school extend or develop its approaches to helping the child make progress or become more settled.

The Educational Psychologist has no direct contact with the child nor with you as the parent, but the school should let you know about the consultation and the outcome of the Educational Psychologist’s involvement.

Individual Case Work:

This is the most frequently agreed level of involvement.  Here the Educational Psychologist will make her or his own independent, detailed assessment of the nature and extent of the difficulties experienced by the child before offering advice about the action that should be taken.

There will be discussions with school staff, as there is with the “Consultative” level, but there will also be interviews with the child and with you as a parent or carer.  Interviews with children will probably occur during a visit to school as this is a natural setting for children and young people and they are more quickly at ease;  you will be told about the date of such a visit in advance.  You will also be offered an appointment to meet the Educational Psychologist either at school or in your own home.  Discussions with parents is a key and essential feature of Individual Case Work.

I hope this short introduction has given you some idea about the way the Service will be working to help you, your child and the school.  It is the Service’s intention to follow the approaches described but if for any reason circumstances change we will do our best to ensure you are kept informed.  If you are concerned about any aspect of the Service provided please do raise this with the Educational Psychologist involved with you and your child.  Alternatively you may wish to contact me.

FIONA LAW

Principal Educational Psychologist

Educational Psychology Service

1st Floor Block C

Normanton Town Hall

High Street

Normanton

WF 2DZ

Tel:

01924 307403

Fax:

01924 307428

e-mail:
eps@wakefield.gov.uk 

