Guidance notes and Criteria for funding

Please use the following information to help you complete your expressions of interest from for the Wakefield Play Strategy portfolio of projects.

All projects to be included in the portfolio must meet the following criteria.

· Projects should provide new or better provision for children to play freely and in safety with formal or informal adult supervision (e.g. playworkers or a well-used public space)

· Projects must be easily accessible and free of charge, free for children to come and go and free to choose what they want to do

· Projects should focus on areas and groups with the poorest access to good play opportunities with a major emphasis on the inclusion of disabled children and young people

· Projects must benefit children and young people aged up to and including 16

The funding is available over 3 years for revenue and capital costs and each individual project should cost between £50,000 - £200,000. You can however submit a bid for a smaller project which is less than £50,000 and we will work to group it together with similar projects. For more detailed information regarding eligible costs, please see the Big Lottery Guidance notes at: 

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_cp_childrens_play_local_authority_guide.pdf
Big Lottery Outcomes (the portfolio as a whole must meet at least 3 of these)
1. More children will take part in a wider range of good, inclusive and accessible play experiences

2. Children will have more choice and control over their play

3. Children will develop greater well-being through play (including healthy growth, knowledge and understanding, creativity and capacity to learn)

4. Children will achieve greater independence and self-esteem through play

5. Children will acquire greater social skills and respect for others through play

6. Children will be able to test boundaries, be challenged and take risks through play, while kept safe from harm

7. More children experiencing barriers to free play will be included in mainstream play provision (for example girls, children & young people from ethnic or religious minorities, children in care, children of refugees and homeless families and those living in rural areas)

8. Local communities, especially children, will have greater involvement in designing, planning and running play projects

Play Strategy  (you must outline which of Play Strategy objectives your project meets). It is not essential to meet all of objectives but your project must meet at least one. 

1. Improve access to outdoor play spaces

2. Raise the profile of inclusive free play across the district and promote the benefits of play for children, young people, their families and the wider community

3. Develop inclusive free play opportunities for older children and young people

4. Extend opportunities for inclusive free play in schools

5. Expand inclusive free play opportunities in staffed settings

When filling in the form, please try use bullet points to demonstrate how your project will meet these objectives.

Please see the Draft Wakefield Play Strategy for more detail on the strategy objectives.

If you have any questions relating to the guidance notes, funding criteria, or expressions of interest form, please contact Natalie Baxter the Play Strategy Co-ordinator on 01924 302274 or email nbaxter@wakefield.gov.uk

