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1. INTRODUCTION  
 
This report is the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for the Walton Neighbourhood Plan – Submission 

Draft (WNP) and, in accordance with Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations and SA 

Guidance, incorporates SEA criteria as part of the wider SA process, which aims to fulfil the 

requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  

 

The sustainability appraisal process is designed to ensure that the principles of sustainable 

development are incorporated into planning policy at all levels. Sustainability appraisal is a 

requirement of the EC Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the impacts of certain plans and 

programmes on the environment. It is implemented in England through the „Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004‟.  

 

The requirement for a SEA emerges from Schedule 10, paragraph 8(2)(f) of the Localism Act which 

states that a draft Neighbourhood Development Order or Plan “meets the basic conditions if the 

making of the order does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations”. In this case, 

the relevant EU obligations are represented by the SEA Directive.  

 

This SA has been prepared with support from Wakefield Metropolitan District Council.  This SA has 

considered the plan, its objectives and policies, against sustainability criteria.  

 

The Walton Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The WNP is a community-led type of planning document which is part of the Government‟s 

approach to enable communities to better shape their places, and to help influence the type, quality 

and location of development. The WNP will cover the entire parish of Walton (see page 7 for plan 

of the designated neighbourhood area). 

 

The WNP aims to make Walton an even better place to live, now and for future generations. It will 

cover a 12 year time period from 2014 – 2026 to accord with the Wakefield Core Strategy. 

 

The WNP has been developed through an extensive programme of engagement with the local 

community. It has been produced by local residents with the support of the Parish Council who 

delegated it to a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to guide its preparation. 

 

Vision and Objectives 
 
The WNP provides a vision for the future of the parish of Walton, Wakefield and sets out clear 

planning policies to realise that vision. These policies accord with the requirements of the Localism 

Act (November 2011), the National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012), the National Planning 

Policy Guidance (March 2014), the Wakefield Core Strategy (April 2009), the Wakefield 

Development Policies (April 2009) and the Wakefield Site Specific Policies Local Plan (September 

2012). The WNP seeks to ensure that change brings with it local benefit. To facilitate this, the WNP 

also sets out a delivery strategy with specific projects to deliver the vision (in accordance with the 

planning policies). 

 

The composite vision statement of the WNP is: 

 

òWalton must maintain its village character. Walton is proud of its heritage which it seeks to 

protect and cherish. Walton recognises its key linkages with other settlements which it seeks 

to improveó. 
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The vision is made up of key statements which are supported by key objectives. 

 

òWalton must maintain its village character.ó 

 

Local people are proud of Walton being a true village, surrounded by open countryside and retaining 

its village „feel‟. A village is defined as “a group of houses and associated buildings, larger than a hamlet 

and smaller than a town, situated in a rural area”. This captures the sentiment of Walton which sits 

within a rural area but which is influenced by and draws support from many other settlements. The 

village character of Walton therefore provides several objectives that are fundamental to the 

delivery of the Vision. 

 

òWalton is proud of its heritage which it seeks to protect and cherish.ó 

 

Walton has a proud heritage relating to its origins of agriculture, the role of Walton Hall and the 

Waterton Estate, the soap works, railways and canal, and Walton colliery. There is strong support 

to protect and cherish this history. 

 

òWalton recognises its key linkages with other settlements which it seeks to improve.ó 

 

Walton is not a self-contained settlement and instead relies upon other settlements especially 

Wakefield, Crofton and Sandal/Kettlethorpe for its higher order shopping, medical and education 

requirements. Walton is accessible to these centres both by car and by bus. Sandal/Agbrigg train 

station is some 1.5 miles from the centre of Walton. Walton already benefits from good broadband 

and digital connectivity which allows residents to work from home and to access services and 

facilities on line; however support will be given to improving this broadband and digital connectivity 

further.  

 

Table 1: Walton Neighbourhood Plan Objectives 
No.  Objective  

1 Continue to have a close relationship with the open countryside around the village. 

2 Continue to protect and enhance village green spaces. 

3 
Sustain existing services and facilities and support the delivery of new complementary 

services and facilities. 

4 Improving the village environment for residents and visitors. 

5 
Support sensitive new development which protects and enriches the landscape and built 

setting of the village. 

6 Focus future development to cater for local needs 

7 Support local events. 

8 Continue to act as a centre for its rural community.  

9 Preserve existing heritage buildings, features and assets. 

10 Widen knowledge of the heritage of Walton. 

11 Support local distinctiveness. 

12 
Protect Walton‟s landscape and nature conservation, and support initiatives for restoration 

and sustainable management. 

13 Maintain and enhance the bus linkages to key settlements. 

14 Enhance pedestrian facilities within the village and to key settlements. 
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Map 1: Walton Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area 
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Requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 
 

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) (the SEA Regulations), 

which implements European Directive 2001/42/EC, known as the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) Directive, require SEA of a wide range of plans and programmes, including LDFs. 

SEA is a process to ensure that significant environmental effects arising from certain plans and 

programmes are identified, assessed, mitigated, communicated to decision-makers, and monitored, 

and that opportunities for public involvement are provided. 

 

The objective of the SEA Directive is: 

 

'to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of 

environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans, with a view to promoting 

sustainable development EC Directive 2001/42/EC '. 

 

The SEA Directive places certain requirements, which must be addressed through the assessment 

and reporting process. These are the same for all SEA assessments, irrespective of whether or not 

they are incorporated into sustainability appraisal, as they are in this case. The following table lists 

the requirements of the Directive, all of which will be covered by the WNP: 

 

Table 2: Requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 

Preparation of an environmental report, in which the likely significant effects on the environment of 

implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives 

and geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identified, described and evaluated. The 

information to be given is (Article 5 and Annex 1): 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme, and relationship with 

other relevant plans and programmes; 

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 

without implementation of the plan or programme; 

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected; 

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme, including, 

in particular, those relating to any areas of particular environmental importance, such as areas 

designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43 EEC; 

e) The environmental protection objectives, established at international community or national 

level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any 

environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation; 

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as biodiversity, 

population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 

heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship 

between the above factors. (Footnote: These effects should include secondary, cumulative, 

synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary, positive and negative 

effects); 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant 

adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme; 

h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a description of how the 

assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of 

know-how) encountered in compiling the required information; 

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in accordance with Article 10; 
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j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings 

The report must include the information that may reasonably be required taking into account 

current knowledge and methods of assessment, the contents and level of detail in the plan or 

programme, its stage in the decision-making process, and the extent to which certain matters are 

more appropriately assessed at different levels in that process to avoid duplication of the assessment 

(Article 5.2) 

Å Consultation: authorities with environmental responsibility, when deciding on the scope and 

level of detail of the information which must be included in the environmental report (Article 

5.4) 

Å authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall be given an early and 

effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to express their opinion on the draft 

plan or programme and the accompanying environmental report before the adoption of the 

plan or programme (Article 6.1, 6.2) 

Å other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or programme is likely to 

have significant effects on the environment of that country (Article 7) 

Provision of information on the decision : 

When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries consulted under Article 7 

must be informed and the following made available to those informed: 

Å the plan or programme as adopted; 

Å a statement summarising how environmental considerations have been integrated into the 

plan or programme and how the environmental report of Article 5, the opinions expressed 

pursuant to Article 6, and the results of consultations entered into pursuant to Article 7, have 

been taken into account in accordance with Article 8, and the reasons for choosing the plan 

or programme as adopted, in the light of the other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and 

Å the measures decided concerning monitoring (Article 9) 

Monitoring  of the significant environmental of the plan's or programme's implementation (Article 

10) 

Quality Assurance : environmental reports should be of a sufficient standard to meet the 

requirements of the SEA Directive 

 

As the SEA and SA are very closely related this SA has integrated sustainability issues into decision 

making by appraising the plan using environmental, social and economic objectives. SEA also aims to 

facilitate sustainable development, but its emphasis is on integrating environmental considerations 

into decision making through a thorough analysis of environmental issues. 

 

Prior to the preparation of this document a Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was prepared 

and sent to the Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage for comment.  They did 

not have any issues with proposed methodology for the SA framework.  The Initial SA was published 

for consultation at the Consultation Draft stage of the WNP. 

 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was also prepared and sent to Natural England for 

comment. They agreed with the conclusion of the report in that the WNP “is unlikely to significantly 

affect Denby Grange Colliery Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or other protected nature 

conservation site.” 
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2. POLICY CONTEXT 
 
In order to understand how the WNP sits within the context of other relevant plans, programmes 

and strategies and to understand any particular sustainability issues which should be addressed by 

the WNP or assessed in the SA these have been reviewed below: 

 

The Localism Act 2011 gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for their 

neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need. Parishes and neighbourhood 

forums can use neighbourhood planning to: 

 

• set planning policies through neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on planning 

applications. 

• grant planning permission through Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community 

Right to Build Orders for specific development which complies with the order. 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraphs 183-185 refers specifically to 

neighbourhood plans and that they should be aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the 

wider local area.  

 

This means that neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 

Local Plan. Local planning authorities are required to set out clearly their strategic policies for the 

area and ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible. Neighbourhood plans 

should then reflect these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to support them. 

Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than set out in the Local 

Plan or undermine its strategic policies. 

 

Outside of these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans may shape and direct sustainable 

development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has demonstrated its general conformity 

with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and is brought into force, the policies it contains take 

precedence over existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they 

are in conflict.  

 

European 
 

It is a basic requirement that all plans, including neighbourhood plans are consistent with European 

and UK law. Amongst these laws that must be complied relate to the need to undertake a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment. These assessments are used to 

identify the impact of policies and proposals on the wider environment, and internationally important 

sites for nature conservation. 

 

A neighbourhood plan may require a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) under the EU 

regulations – but this will depend on the content of the neighbourhood plan. If it is required, it needs 

to form part of the document that is consulted on. The local authority is required to undertake the 

SEA screening.  

 

A plan may also require a Habitat Regulations Assessment (also known as an Appropriate 

Assessment) but that will depend on the area to be covered and whether the plan area includes or is 

close to a wildlife site that has been designated as being of international importance – known as 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites.  Within the 

district there is one designated European site, Denby Grange Colliery Ponds SAC. The local 

authority is required to prepare the Appropriate Assessment screening report which it has done and 

it is considered that there will be no impact on the SAC due to Walton‟s distance from the site and 

policy types. 
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National  
 

The national policy context for the preparation of the Walton Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) is the 

NPPF, published in March 2012, which provides national guidance for drawing up plans. The NPPF is 

supported by other guidance documents, such as planning policy for traveller sites and flood risk, 

and planning policy guidance published March 2014, and these should be considered where relevant. 

 

At the heart of the NPPF is the presumption in favour of sustainable development.  The WNP needs 

to take local circumstances into account so that it responds to the different opportunities for 

achieving sustainable development.  

 

Paragraphs 7-10 state: 

 

7. There are three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. 

These dimensions give rise to the need for the planning system to perform a number of roles: 

 

Å an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive 

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places 

and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and 

coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure; 

Å a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the 

supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by 

creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 

community‟s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being; and 

Å an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and 

historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural 

resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate 

change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

 

8 These roles should not be undertaken in isolation, because they are mutually dependent. 

Economic growth can secure higher social and environmental standards, and well-designed 

buildings and places can improve the lives of people and communities. Therefore, to achieve 

sustainable development, economic, social and environmental gains should be sought jointly 

and simultaneously through the planning system. The planning system should play an active 

role in guiding development to sustainable solutions. 

 

9.  Pursuing sustainable development involves seeking positive improvements in the quality of the 

built, natural and historic environment, as well as in people‟s quality of life, including (but not 

limited to): 

 

Å making it easier for jobs to be created in cities, towns and villages; 

Å moving from a net loss of bio-diversity to achieving net gains for nature; 

Å replacing poor design with better design; 

Å improving the conditions in which people live, work, travel and take leisure;  

Å and widening the choice of high quality homes. 

 

10.  Plans and decisions need to take local circumstances into account, so that they respond to the 

different opportunities for achieving sustainable development in different areas. 

 

The NPPF also requires each local planning authority to produce a Local Plan, which forms part of 

the area‟s development plan, to guide future development for its area.   

 

A neighbourhood plan is not required to undertake the type of sustainability appraisal required for a 

local plan because they are not „Local Plans‟, or development plan documents as defined by the 
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Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  However, impacts still need to be considered as part 

of good planning.   

 

It is advisable that a review of the sustainability impact of a neighbourhood plan is undertaken. This 

could prove to be necessary and useful to meet the basic conditions checked at examination. It is 

good planning practice to check what the potential impacts of a planning policy will be on an area, 

helping to advise which potential options might be best. This is the basis upon which this SA has 

been prepared. 

 

Regional  
 

Prior to the Localism Act 2011, the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 Act defined the 

development plan as including the regional strategy for the region in which the area was situated. 

The Act made provision for the abolition of regional strategies. 

 

Therefore, the Yorkshire and Humber Plan (Regional Spatial Strategy), adopted in 2008, was 

revoked on 22nd February 2013 and no longer forms part of the development plan for Wakefield. 

The district‟s development plan no longer has a regional perspective. 

 

Local  
 

Local Plans, which form part of the development plan, are defined by the NPPF as also including 

Local Development Framework (LDF) development plan documents adopted under the the Planning 

and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Unitary Development Plan (UDP) policies which have been 

saved under the 2004 Act.  

 

The Localism Act made a further significant change to the development plan with the introduction of 

Neighbourhood Development Plans.   

 

Prior to the publication of the NPPF in 2012, Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12) required local 

authorities to align and coordinate the Core Strategy of the local development framework with the 

sustainable community strategy.  This requirement has now been abolished.  But as the Core 

Strategy was adopted in 2009 it is in alignment with the Wakefield District Plan, formerly known as 

the Community Strategy. 

 

The NPPF requires neighbourhood plans to be in general conformity with the strategic policies of 

the Local Plan as it already conforms to existing national and local policy.  This includes the NPPF 

and Development Plan.  As well as seeking to achieve its own vision and objectives, the Local Plan 

provides the spatial dimension to many other policies, plans and programmes prepared by the 

Council and other public bodies and agencies.  

 

The policies in the WNP should contribute towards the delivery of the vision and objectives of the 

NPPF and Wakefield‟s Development Plan and be in line with their policies, objectives and targets. 

 

Wakefield Development Plan 
 

Development plans comprise of adopted Local Plans, neighbourhood plans and development plan 

documents adopted under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  Development plans 

also include old Unitary Development Plan policies which have been saved under the 2004 Act. 

Documents adopted under section 38 the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 includes: 

 

All of the following documents may be viewed in their entirety at: 

 
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/residents/planning/policy/local-plan 

http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/residents/planning/policy/local-plan
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Core Strategy (adopted April 2009) 
 

The Core Strategy is the overarching document which brings together in one place all the aims and 

strategic policies for spatial development for the Wakefield district. The spatial vision, objectives and 

development strategy of the Core Strategy address the issues facing the district. 

 

The development strategy identifies the places where most development should take place and 

those where development ought to be limited, in order to create sustainable communities. The basis 

of the strategy is to ensure a consistent approach, and a settlement hierarchy has been devised, 

based on the role and function of each settlement.  Table 2 of the Core Strategy identifies the 

settlement of Walton as a village. The rest of the parish (neighbourhood area) is designated as green 

belt. 

 

Paragraph 5.32 states òOutside the urban areas and local service centres the scale of new development 

should be restricted in order to help create sustainable communities. In settlements identified as villages with 

relatively few facilities and low public transport accessibility, only small scale development should take place. 

Housing development should be of a scale appropriate to the settlement and necessary to meet identified 

needs originating within the settlement or to maintain the viability of existing services, without adding to the 

need to travel. Small scale development which helps to diversify the rural economy or provides new or 

improved local community facilities will be encouraged, but not those uses which should be located in urban 

or service centres, such as most retail and leisure uses. When considering proposals for re-using existing 

buildings preference will be given to local employment and community uses before residential.” 

 

Policies in the Core Strategy provide the broad spatial framework to meeting local needs in 

sustainable locations.  All policies in the Core Strategy are potentially relevant to the WNP and the 

document should be considered in its entirety but some specific references include: 

 

CS1 Location of Development: Based on the settlement hierarchy, it sets the broad spatial framework 

for the location and scale of development, in relation to the WNP: 

 

d.  in settlements identified as villages only small scale development will take place where it helps 

to meet identified local needs within the existing boundaries of the settlement; 

 

f.  in the Green Belt, development will conform to national, regional and LDF policies relating to 

the Green Belt. 

 

In each settlement land will be identified to meet development needs, in the following order of 

priority: 

 

1.  previously developed land and buildings within the settlement; 

2.  suitable infill sites within the relevant settlement; 

3.  sustainable extensions to the relevant settlement. 

 

CS2 Retail and Town Centres: Sets the priority locations for the provision of retail facilities and 

cultural activities, reflecting the role and function of the settlement in the spatial development 

strategy. Wakefield city centre is and will remain the largest and dominant retail centre in the 

district, performing a sub-regional role. The provision of retail and other town centre uses, including 

cultural activities, will be of a scale appropriate to the size and function of the centre. 

 

6.26 In local service centres and villages local shops are an important element of local services 

which help to maintain the vitality of the rural economy, minimise the need to travel and make 

settlements sustainable. Proposals for additional local shopping provision will be supported 

where they are of a scale and type appropriate to the settlement and will help to maintain its 
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viability. However, larger scale convenience and comparison retail provision will not be 

acceptable in these settlements. 

 

CS3 The Scale and Distribution of Additional Housing: Housing is the most extensive land use and, in its 

relationship with jobs, services and transport networks, it is a key ingredient in helping to achieve 

sustainable development. In relation to the WNP: 

 

d.  in villages limited amounts of additional houses will be built to meet local needs up to a 

maximum scheme size of 10 dwellings, provided that development fills the whole land parcel 

or site and complies with density and design policies. To reflect the need to meet local 

housing requirements these settlements are expected to accommodate up to 5% of the 

housing requirement; 

 

f.  in the Green Belt, housing development will be of very limited scale and only be permitted 

where it will conform to national Green Belt policy. 

 

When proposing the change of use of a building to residential use in villages, smaller settlements and 

rural areas, developers will need to demonstrate that proper consideration has been given to 

employment and community uses before residential. 

 

Proposals for residential development will achieve a net residential density of: 

 

c.  at least 30 dwellings per hectare in other urban areas, local service centres and villages. 

 

CS4 Sustainable Transport: Development will be located in accordance with the spatial development 

strategy so that the need to travel is reduced and essential travel needs can be met by the use of 

transport modes other than the car. 

 

The number and proportion of journeys by public transport, cycling and on foot will be increased.  

 

CS5 Services and facilities should be provided which meet the needs of local communities and be of a 

scale appropriate to the type and size of settlement.  

 

1. Good quality services and facilities will be provided which meet the needs of local communities 

and are accessible by public transport, cycling or on foot. In particular, services and facilities will 

be provided which will benefit the less mobile or more deprived members of the community. 

 

2. The provision of services and facilities will be of a scale appropriate to the type and size of 

settlement with higher level services located in the urban areas identified in the settlement 

hierarchy to ensure that needs are met in the most effective and accessible way. However, 

there is a need to provide some facilities and services in specific settlements including: 

 

a.  the need to increase the level of local community facilities, such as community centres, 

local sport and public open space facilities in local service centres and villages; 

 

c. improve access to secondary education facilities, particularly from local service centres 

and villages. 

 

3.  Given the important role of facilities and services in all settlements, wherever possible 

proposals for development will not result in the loss of an existing service or facility unless 

satisfactory alternative provision is made. 

 

CS6 Housing Mix, Affordability and Quality: All proposals for housing, including those affecting the 

existing housing stock, will be of a high quality and design and contribute to creating mixed and 
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balanced communities. This will be achieved by providing dwellings of the right size, type, 

affordability and tenure to meet local needs evidenced in relevant studies such as housing needs 

surveys and strategic housing market assessments. 

 

CS7 Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople: Local planning policy for traveller 

sites to be read in conjunction with the NPPF guidance note on traveller sites. 

 

CS8 The Local Economy: Outlines the principles for the location of employment development in rural 

areas whilst detailed criteria will be set out in the Development Policies document.  In local service 

centres, villages and smaller settlements, the rural economy will be supported by enabling small-scale 

employment development which creates or retains local jobs, possibly reducing the need to travel or 

helping to diversify the rural economy, giving preference to the re-use of existing buildings for 

employment and community uses before residential.  

 

3. In local service centres, villages, smaller settlements and rural areas employment development 

will be of an appropriate scale and create or retain local jobs to reduce the need to travel, 

diversify the rural economy, and promote sustainable communities. 

 

8.51 In local service centres, villages and smaller settlements, the rural economy will be supported 

by enabling small-scale employment development which creates or retains local jobs, possibly 

reducing the need to travel or helping to diversify the rural economy, giving preference to the 

re-use of existing buildings for employment and community uses before residential. 

 

CS9 Transport Network: Guides the development of a balanced and integrated transport network 

which makes the most efficient and effective use of road, rail and water transport. 

 

e. High quality, safe cycle, footpath and bridleway networks will be safeguarded and extended to 

provide opportunities to reduce the number of short car journeys and for cycling, walking and 

riding for recreation in the countryside. Disused railway lines and waterways across the district, 

including the former Barnsley Canal, will be protected from other forms of development to 

safeguard their potential to be reinstated to their former use for commercial or leisure 

purposes or to extend the cycling or footpath networks. 

 

CS10 Design, Safety and Environmental Quality: Good design is a key element in sustainable 

development. The district's built environment, landscape features and wildlife habitats will be 

protected and enhanced. 

 

c.  protect and enhance the district‟s historic assets particularly Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 

Conservation Areas, historic buildings, archaeological remains and historic landscapes; 

d.  protect and enhance the district‟s biological and geological diversity and green infrastructure 

including the need to increase tree cover across the district, safeguard designated sites of 

international, national, regional and local importance, ancient woodland and other ecological 

assets, including priority habitats and species; 

e.  minimise the risk from all forms of pollution and contamination for existing and future 

occupants, the wider community and the environment. 

 

9.14  Wakefield has numerous and extensive historic and natural assets. They make a significant 

contribution to the identity of the district and to the quality of life of its residents and act as a 

major attraction for visitors. The range of assets includes both statutory designations and sites 

and areas of regional and local importance:  

 

Å sites of international and national importance for biodiversity or geology – Special Areas 

of Conservation or Sites of Special Scientific Interest; 



Walton Neighbourhood Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Page 16 

 

Å statutory and local areas of wildlife and ecological value – Sites of Scientific Interest, 

Local Nature Reserves, Ancient Woodland, Wakefield Nature Areas, any species 

protected by law, or species recognised as being of principal importance for the 

conservation of biodiversity in England;  

Å the open countryside and its landscape character;  

Å woodland, trees and hedgerows;  

Å lakes, rivers and watercourses;  

Å sites of recreational and amenity value;  

Å archaeological sites and areas of archaeological interest – Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments and sites identified in the Historic Environment Record; 

Å species-rich grasslands, wetlands and other priority habitats and species;  

Å buildings and areas of historic and architectural interest – Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas;  

Å historic parks and gardens, historic landscapes and historic battlefields;  

Å the character and identity of individual settlements;  

Å footpaths, cycle routes and public rights of way. 

 

CS11 Leisure, Recreation and Open Space: Provides for leisure and recreation facilities of a scale 

appropriate to the type and size of settlement.  

 

1.  Good quality, well maintained leisure, recreation and open space facilities will be secured to 

address identified deficiencies and meet the needs of local communities, particularly deprived 

groups.  

 

2.  The provision of leisure and recreation facilities and open space will be of a scale appropriate 

to the type and size of settlement.  

 

3.  Development proposals will not result in the loss of an existing leisure or recreation facility or 

open space unless satisfactory alternative provision is made or there are cumulative 

community benefits identified as part of regeneration schemes or it can be demonstrated that 

the asset is no longer needed. 

 

4.  Within designated open land areas, development will not be permitted except in very special 

circumstances for purposes other than those which would be appropriate in a rural area and 

which would not substantially affect the character of the land or detract from its amenity 

value. 

 

CS12 Green Belt: The main purpose of the Green Belt is to keep land open and free from 

development to maintain the character and identity of individual settlements and to make a clear 

distinction between town and country, 

 

The general extent of the Green Belt defined on the Local Development Framework Proposals 

Maps, should remain unchanged. 

 

Only in exceptional circumstances where there is an overriding need to accommodate what would 

otherwise be inappropriate development, which cannot be met elsewhere and where Green Belt 

land offers the most sustainable option, will land be taken out of the Green Belt. 

 

9.56  To ensure that Green Belt boundaries last longer than the lifetime of a single plan, land has 

been identified on the edge of settlements in previous development plans for the district 

which may be suitable to meet longer-term development needs. These undeveloped areas, 

often substantial in size, have been protected from other forms of development to ensure that 

they are available to be used for development in the longer term, should the need arise. This 

„safeguarded‟ land is designated as Protected Areas of Search for Long Term Development. 
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9.57  The emphasis in the development strategy on the use of brownfield land within the urban 

areas of the district, will impact on the need to retain a stock of mainly greenfield safeguarded 

land on the edge of settlements.  

 

9.58  The Site Specific Proposals document will determine which, if any, safeguarded land from the 

UDP should be proposed for housing or employment development in the period up to 2021. 

Most of the remaining land which is not required for development now will be retained in the 

Site Specific Proposals document for long term development and shown on the Proposals 

Maps. 

 

CS13 Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change and Efficient Use of Resources: In order to be 

sustainable, development must minimise the impact and mitigate the likely effects of climate change 

on existing and future occupants, the wider community and the environment and minimise the use of 

natural resources. 

 

1. In order to be sustainable, development must minimise the impact and mitigate the likely 

effects of climate change on existing and future occupants, the wider community and the 

environment and minimise the use of natural resources. 

 

CS14 Influencing the Demand for Travel: Aims to maximise the use of sustainable modes of travel and 

reduce the need to travel by concentrating development in city/town centres. 

 

CS15 Waste Management: Ensure the integration of strategies and proposals for sustainable waste 

management at the local, sub-regional and regional level. 

 

CS16 Minerals: An appropriate contribution towards the regional supply of aggregates and provision 

of an adequate and steady supply of other minerals will be maintained. 

 

The Core Strategy should be considered in its entirety when formulating policies for the WNP to 

ensure that they comply with the strategic policies for the district.  

 

Development Policies (adopted April 2009) 
 

The Development Policies document sets out policies which will be used, in conjunction with the 

strategic policies in the Core Strategy, when determining planning applications to manage and guide 

specific types of development in different locations to deliver sustainable communities. Where 

appropriate the policies in the document should be taken into consideration when developing the 

more detailed policies of the WNP. All policies are potentially relevant to the WNP and the 

document should be considered in its entirety but some specific references include: 

 

D1 Housing in Rural Areas: Within the Green Belt housing development will only be acceptable where 

it involves the change of use of a rural building or the subdivision or replacement of an existing 

dwelling. Proposals shall be limited to meet identified local needs. 

 

D2 Safeguarded Land: Areas of safeguarded land have been identified on the edge of settlements 

which may be suitable to meet longer term development needs for housing or employment land. 

Within these areas shown as Protected Areas of Search for Long Term Development on the 

Proposals Maps, development will be restricted to that which is necessary for the operation of 

existing uses together with such temporary uses that would not prejudice the possibility of long 

term development. Walton settlement contains two sites that are allocated for this purpose. 

 

D3 Protecting Employment Land: The district‟s most sustainable and valued employment areas are 

identified as Employment Zones.  There are no Employment Zones in the neighbourhood area. 
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D4 Sites Designated for Biological or Geological Conservation: Within the district are a number of sites 

designated for biological or geological conservation of international, national, regional and local 

importance. Where the Council considers that any designated site or any species of principal 

importance for conservation may be affected by a development proposal, an ecological assessment 

to be required to be submitted with any planning application.  There are a number of such sites and 

they are listed further on. 

 

D5 Ecological Protection of Watercourses and Water Bodies: Development on or adjacent to 

watercourses and water bodies will not be permitted unless it can clearly be demonstrated that 

there will be no significant harm to any ecological features.  Part of the Cold Hiendley reservoir is 

within the neighbourhood area, as is Drain Beck and the lake at Walton Hall. There is also a 

proposal for the restoration of Barnsley Canal, which runs through the area. 

 

D6 Wildlife Habitat Network: Development that would adversely affect the integrity and value of the 

Wildlife Habitat Network across the district or the movement of flora and/or fauna species will only 

be permitted if it can be demonstrated that reasons of public interest for the development clearly 

outweigh any significant harm. The neighbourhood area does contain part of the district‟s Wildlife 

Habitat Network. 

 

D7 Protection of Trees and Woodland: Where the Council considers that trees or woodland may be 

affected by a development proposal, it will require an appropriate tree survey to be submitted with 

the planning application. There are a number of trees protected by tree preservation orders within 

the neighbourhood area. 

 

D8 Landscape Character: Development within the countryside, on the edge of settlements or within 

areas of open urban green space shall contribute towards the protection, maintenance and 

enhancement of the character of the district's landscape, its biodiversity, and where appropriate, the 

recreational quality of the area. The Council may require an evaluation of the impact of development 

on the landscape to be submitted with development proposals. 

 

D9 Design of New Development: The Council will support the enhancement of public spaces, including 

provision of works of art in public places, and in appropriate cases this may be required as part of 

major development proposals.  

 

D10 Extensions and Alterations to Dwellings: Throughout the district's settlements are a diverse range 

of residential neighbourhoods, many of which have distinctive local characteristics which should be 

maintained or enhanced. Extensions and alterations to dwellings shall respect residential amenity, the 

character and scale of the dwelling, and its location.  

 

D11 Waterfront Design: Development adjacent to the River Aire, River Calder, the district's canals 

and other bodies of water shall be orientated to face the watercourse or water body and must be 

designed to enhance the water‟s edge and biodiversity. The Council will require that public access 

and recreational opportunities are provided where compatible with the proposed development and 

the capacity of the site to accommodate them. There are currently no watercourses or water 

bodies in the neighbourhood area, although that could change with the restoration of Barnsley 

Canal. 

 

D12 Landscape Design: New development shall be designed so that important existing landscaping 

features such as water bodies, trees, hedgerows, stone walls and other elements identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment together with any new features are incorporated as an integral 

part of the proposal.  

 



Walton Neighbourhood Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Page 19 

 

D13 Protected Areas of Open Land: Areas of Protected Open Land identified on the Proposals Maps 

shall be safeguarded from development to maintain local character and amenity of settlements and 

their communities.  There are no protected areas in the neighbourhood area. 

 

D14 Access and Highway Safety: Development proposals shall demonstrate that they can be accessed 

conveniently and safely and by modes of transport other than the car.  

 

D15 Safety and Security Through Design: Development proposals shall be designed to ensure a safe and 

secure environment that reduces the opportunities for crime.  

 

D16 Advertisements and Shopfront Design: The development of new or replacement shopfront units 

and display of advertisements will only be permitted if they satisfy the specific criteria listed. 

 

D17 Development Affecting Archaeological Sites: Within the neighbourhood area there are a number of 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments, and other unique archaeological assets.  

 

1. Development that affects the site or setting of a Class I or Class II archaeological site will only 

be permitted if there are exceptional circumstances of overriding public interest and suitable 

protective and mitigation measures can be implemented to safeguard the archaeological value of 

the site. 

 

2. In the case of Class III sites permission will only be permitted where: 

 

a. The archaeological remains will be preserved in situ through careful design, layout and siting 

of the proposed development; or 

 

b.  When in-situ preservation is not justified or feasible, appropriate provision is made by the 

developer for excavation and recording before and/or during development and for the 

post-excavation analysis, publication, and archive deposition of any findings. 

 

3.  Where development proposals affect sites of known or potential archaeological interest, an 

appropriate archaeological assessment and evaluation will be required to be submitted as part 

of the planning application. Planning permission will not be granted without adequate 

assessment of the nature, extent and significance of the remains present and the degree to 

which the proposed development is likely to affect them. 

 

D18 Development Affecting Historic Locations: Development within or likely to affect the district‟s 

Historic Parks and Gardens, Historic Landscapes, Conservation Areas and Sites of Historic Battles 

will only be permitted where there is no adverse impact.   There are no relevant sites in the 

neighbourhood area. 

 

D19 Development affecting Buildings of Local Interest: Within the neighbourhood area there are a 

number of buildings which are identified for protection because of their local significance in terms of 

their historical or architectural interest. These include buildings of local community interest, 

individual buildings or groups of buildings that contribute to the character or identity of an area, and 

buildings which are examples of important work by local architects or builders. Development 

including extensions, alterations, and changes of use to Buildings of Local Interest will only be 

permitted where there is no adverse impact on: 

 

a. any features of special architectural or historic interest; and 

 

b.  the character, appearance and setting of the building. 
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D20 Pollution Control: Within the district there is a legacy of activities such as mining, quarrying, heavy 

industrial processes and chemical works which have resulted in the degradation of environmental 

quality in the past and have potential to cause further pollution or damage to amenity. Air pollution 

from road traffic is also an increasing problem. In order to protect public health and the 

environment, and to encourage regeneration, specific requirements are set out in the policy. 

 

D21 Protection from Hazardous Operations: There are a number of sites and pipelines within the 

district which are designated as dangerous substances establishments and major accident hazard 

pipelines by virtue of the quantities of hazardous substances present. Whilst they are subject to 

stringent controls under existing health and safety legislation, it is considered prudent to control the 

kinds of development permitted in the vicinity of these installations. There are no hazardous 

operations that affect the neighbourhood area. 

 

D22 Contaminated Land: Within the neighbourhood area there may potentially be areas with adverse 

ground conditions caused by unstable or contaminated land, including the presence of methane gas, 

as a result of past activities such as mining, quarrying, heavy industrial processes and chemical works. 

 

1. Development on or adjacent to land where there are adverse ground conditions will not be 

permitted unless it has been adequately demonstrated that these conditions have been properly 

identified and safely treated.  

 

2. Development proposals that lie within 250 metres of a former or current landfill site shall be 

accompanied by an assessment of the likelihood of gas migration affecting the development. 

Where development proposals are within 50 metres of a landfill site development will only be 

permitted if suitable investigations indicate there is no risk to people or property or where 

mitigation measures will provide suitable protection. 

 

The neighbourhood area has one known former landfill site in the north, close to Wood Yard 

Cottages. 

 

D23 Existing Uses in the Green Belt: Within Wakefield District a number of industrial, educational and 

community uses are located in the Green Belt that provide local employment opportunities or 

important community facilities. In order to allow for their continued operation, limited, small-scale 

development will be permitted providing it meets the criteria set out in the policy.  

 

D24 Flood Risk: The Council will adopt a sequential approach to discourage development in areas at 

risk of flooding. If after applying the sequential approach it is not possible to avoid flood risk then the 

Council will adopt a precautionary approach to managing flood risk by seeking to minimise 

probability and consequence and ensuring developments are safe.  

 

There are a number of areas within the neighbourhood area designated as flood zone 2 and 3a.  

These follow the line of the former Barnsley Canal in the north and along the drain beck to the rear 

of Elmwood Avenue and Brooklands View, to Walton Hall and then on to Stubbs Wood. 

 

D25 Drainage: Major flooding events have occurred within the district caused by surface water. 

Surface water from new developments must not increase the risk of flooding. 

 

D26 Protection of Agricultural Land: Agricultural land within the district is under pressure from 

proposals to work minerals, to plant crops for biofuel and from urban expansion. The best and most 

versatile agricultural land within the district will be protected from irreversible development. In 

particular, development involving a significant loss from agricultural land graded 3a or higher will not 

be permitted where land of a lower quality could be developed for the particular purpose.  
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There is one area agricultural land covered by this policy within the neighbourhood area and that at 

Thorntree Hill, in between Walton Hall and Hare Park. 

 

D27 Renewable Energy Generation Technology: In order to meet regional and district targets for 

renewable energy generation new developments of 0.5 hectares or more in site area, or 10 or more 

dwellings, or 1,000 square metres or more floor area for employment, commercial, leisure and 

community development will be required to incorporate on-site renewable energy generation 

technology.  

 

D28 Sustainable Construction and Efficient Use of Resources: The Council will require that new 

development within the district shall be energy and water efficient and incorporate built-in 

conservation measures. Opportunities to conserve energy and water resources through the layout 

and design of the development shall be maximised.  

 

Central Wakefield Area Action Plan (adopted June 2009) 
 

The Central Wakefield Area Action Plan develops the spatial vision, objectives and overall strategy 

set out in the Core Strategy into more detailed policies and proposals relating directly to central 

Wakefield. Central Wakefield is a geographical area that covers the whole of the city centre and the 

residential and employment areas immediately beyond the current inner ring road.  Wakefield city 

centre is identified as the main centre in the district and will continue to be the main focus for new 

leisure, retail, cultural and residential activity within the district, reflecting its role as a major sub 

regional centre. 

 
Waste (adopted December 2009) 
 

The Waste document sets out strategic waste policies as part of a long term strategy to effectively 

plan for the future management of all waste generated in Wakefield.  This document is not 

particularly relevant to the WNP but, if considered appropriate, policies should be taken into 

consideration when preparing its more detailed policies. 

 

Street Design Guide (adopted January 2012) 
 

A supplementary planning document that covers the design of the 'highway' in its broadest sense, 

namely the public space between private dwellings or plots that facilitates all public activity, including 

but not exclusively the circulation and storage of motorised traffic (including car parking).  This 

document should be taken into account if the WNP contains any policies relating to design. 

 

Site Specific Policies Local Plan (adopted September 2012) 
 

The Sites Plan in combination with the other LDF documents contains policies which will deliver the 

spatial vision, strategy and priorities within the Core Strategy particularly in relation to housing and 

employment.  It acknowledges that other documents will also be produced, which will identify sites 

for other uses for which there are no detailed policies in that document such as the: 

 

• Retailing and Town Centre Local Plan 

• Leisure, Recreation and Open Space Local Plan 

 

As the plan allocates land for development for housing, employment and mixed uses increases in 

residential development within certain areas may require additional services to be provided.  These 

two local plans are currently being prepared and should be taken into consideration as part of the 

preparation of the WNP (and vice versa). 
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Existing allocations - As the neighbourhood area consists of the village of Walton surrounded by 

green belt then there are no sites allocated for housing or employment in the Sites Plan. 

 

Although the Site Specific Policies Local Plan does not specifically allocate any land for development 

within the neighbourhood area there are two areas allocated for Protected Areas of Search for Long 

term Development (PAS).  

 

PAS 12 - Grove House Farm, Walton (13.17 hectares) 

PAS 13 - Waterways Land, Walton (4.8 hectares) 

 

PAS land is not required for development during the plan period, because other more suitable 

development sites have been identified. These undeveloped areas, often substantial in size, are 

protected from other forms of development to ensure that they are available to be used for 

development in the longer term, should the need arise. However, PAS land is not automatically 

regarded as long term development land but could indicate anticipated projected growth in the 

neighbourhood area. 

 

Reviews of Local Plan documents may reconsider the suitability of safeguarded land, but in the 

meantime development will be restricted to that which is necessary for the operation of existing 

uses, or to such temporary uses as would not prejudice longer term development needs (see policy 

D 2). 

 

In addition to housing and employment uses the Sites Plan also deals with environmental 

designations and allocations. These include international and European designations, such Special 

Areas of Conservation, national designations, such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and regional 

and local designations, such as Regionally Important Geological Sites, Ancient Woodland, Wakefield 

Local Wildlife Sites and the Wildlife Habitat Network. 

 

From 1st April 2010 Local Nature Reserves, Sites of Scientific Interest and Wakefield Nature Areas 

were reclassified as Wakefield Local Wildlife Sites. Local Nature Reserves also retain their Local 

Nature Reserve designation.  

 

The designated sites within this section, namely Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Regionally 

Important Geological Sites, and Wakefield Local Wildlife Sites are determined outside of the process 

of preparing the Local Plan but these designations are still shown on the Policies Map. 

 

Unitary Development Plan Saved Policies 
 

Adoption of the LDF and Local Plan documents have superseded most of the policies of the 

Council‟s Unitary Development Plan (UDP).   To ensure comprehensive planning policy coverage 

remains in place some of the policies have been „saved‟. The saved parts of the UDP remain in force 

and will be used in determining planning applications until replaced. This document is not particularly 

relevant to the WNP but, if considered appropriate, policies should be taken into consideration 

when preparing its more detailed policies. 

 

WNP Historic Evidence Base Review 
 
URS was commissioned by The Royal Town Planning Institute to provide planning advice to the 

Walton Neighbourhood Planning Group in support of the WNP. The aim of the review is to justify 

protection of heritage assets within parts of Walton Village and to contribute to the assessment of 

coherence and integrity of Waterton Historic Park. The review has been used to inform the 

preparation of the WNP and formulate the most appropriate policies relating to the historic 

environment.  
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3. SUSTAINABILITY CONTEXT 
 
Establishing the Baseline 
 

The aim of the scoping report was to determine the key environmental, social and economic issues 

arising in the neighbourhood area, and the SA framework for assessing the WNP. The key issues 

were set out in the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.  

 

This chapter was compiled from that wide range of information sources including the widespread 

consultation work, feedback from a range of consultees, key reports relevant to the environment of 

the area and various data sources used to provide maps and statistics. Since the scoping report was 

prepared, a number of reports have been prepared to inform the preparation of the plan.  This 

section presents topics relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan and while it seeks to be comprehensive 

only the key issues are included to keep the document manageable.  

  

About Walton 
 

Walton Parish covers an area of approximately 738 hectares and comprises the village of Walton, 

part of Walton Colliery Nature Park, Haw Park Woods, Waterton Park and surrounding agricultural 

land. The parish of Walton sits between Crofton, Ryhill, Notton and Sandal. Crofton is the nearest 

key service centre (2 miles) which provides secondary (and sixth form) education, two top-up 

supermarkets (with ATMs), a medical centre and chemist. The Sandal/Kettlethorpe District Centre 

lies some 2 miles from the centre of Walton and provides a large format supermarket (ASDA), a 

smaller supermarket (ALDI), two GP practices, three chemists, a dentist, restaurants, and 

Kettlethorpe High School is close by. Wakefield City Centre is some 3 miles from the centre of 

Walton and provides a full range of employment, retail and cultural facilities. Walton is highly 

accessible by car due to the motorway network and the regional employment centres.  

 

The history of Walton is set out in the book published in 1985 by Peter Wright “A History of 

Walton”. Walton was first mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 and there is evidence of a 

Manor House at Walton from early Norman times. Walton seems to have comprised three hamlets 

in the 14th Century. The original Walton Hall was built in the late 1400s and the ruined gateway still 

stands to this day. The Waterton family are synonymous with Walton but they have a chequered 

history. By the mid-17th century the village of Walton had grown further and coal mines were 

developed on the Walton Estate. Charles Waterton inherited the estate in 1767 and set about 

rebuilding the hall which is Waterton Park Hotel today. Charles Waterton was a great explorer and 

was the inventor of taxidermy. He established Walton Hall as a nature reserve thought by many to 

be the first of its kind in the world. He is buried at the head of the Lake, marked by a plain stone 

cross.  

 

Walton housed a soap works from 1818 and some of the buildings (at Old Soaphouse Yard) are still 

in existence off Shay Lane in the centre of the village. Other notable properties include Walton 

House (now a care home); Walton Grange (now sub divided as houses); Bridge House (at the bend 

in School Lane); Elmwood House (the farm on Oakenshaw Lane); Walton Common Farm; Rose 

Farm; The Priory (off Shay Lane) and Grove House (off The Balk).  

 

The Barnsley Canal was commenced in 1793 and 15 locks were built to reach the summit at Walton. 

It was completed by 1799. The Cold Hiendley and Wintersett Reservoirs were created at the same 

time. The Canal was finally abandoned in 1952. Part of the Canal has been filled in and built upon, 

whilst other parts remain in varying states of repair.   
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Walton is bounded by railway lines, some of which are now abandoned. A railway station was built 

at Sandal and Walton in 1870 and renamed Walton Station in 1951. The station was subsequently 

closed and removed.  

 

In 1890, Sharlston Colliery sank a new shaft at Walton, later to become known as Walton Colliery. 

It operated for many years but finally closed in 1979. Tip washing of the spoil heaps was undertaken 

to extract saleable coal and they were then landscaped to subsequently become the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park. 

 

The village previously had its own health centre, doctor‟s surgery, maternity care, chiropody service, 

post office, local shops, several pubs, several schools, chapels, and churches. Whilst some of these 

facilities remain, many have been lost. 

 

Economic Issues 
 

Walton has 1,635 economically active residents, 514 retired persons, 114 students and 52 long term 

sick or disabled. Residents of Wakefield Rural Ward, which comprises Walton and the neighbouring 

areas of Crofton and Ryhill, are more likely to work in senior management and professional 

occupations. Wakefield Rural has above average numbers of jobs in education, retail, 

accommodation and food services. Only 3.6% of people were unemployed in Wakefield Rural 

compared to 4.9% in Wakefield Metropolitan District and 8% were self-employed in Wakefield Rural 

compared to 6.9% in the District.  

 

In February 2012, in Wakefield Rural, 10.8% of working age people were claiming one or more out-

of-work benefits compared to 15.4% in the District and 3.1% were claiming Job Seekers Allowance; 

lower than the District‟s average rate. Around 25% of working age residents in Wakefield Rural has 

no qualifications (compared to 31% in the District) and 19% of working age residents in Wakefield 

Rural are qualified to degree level. Wakefield Rural has the lowest or second lowest levels of 

physical inactivity, smoking prevalence and excess weight in the District. Secondary schooling, sixth 

form education and degree level education is not available within Walton. 

 

In the Crofton, Ryhill and Walton Ward, 19.9% of households have no car or van compared to 

26.9% across the District as a whole. More people drive a car/van to work in Crofton, Ryhill and 

Walton (73%) compared to the District as a whole (66%). The ability to offer alternative means of 

transport (to the car) both to work and to services and facilities (including to schools) will be an 

important issue for the WNP as will opportunities to improve vehicular routes and potential 

pedestrian conflict. 

 
Social Issues 
 

Walton has a population of 3,231 (2011 Census) of which 2,426 are aged 16 to 74. There is a 

roughly equal gender split (1,547 males/1,684 females). Walton has 1,387 households of which 1,098 

own their own property, 31 have shared ownership, 164 are in social rented, and 84 are in private 

rented accommodation. Walton has 1,430 dwellings of which 483 are detached, 658 are semi-

detached, 195 are terraced, 98 are flats and 2 are caravans or mobile homes. The level of owner 

occupation in Wakefield Rural is higher than any other ward in the District. The population of 

Wakefield Rural has grown by 2.2% over the past 10 years, less that the growth for the District 

(3.3%). In Wakefield Rural, over the past 10 years, the under 14 age group has shrunk in size by 10% 

and the 64 + age group have grown by 20%. This growth rate in the size of the older population is 

almost twice that seen across the District as a whole. Planning for and supporting the needs of an 

aging population will be a key issue for the WNP. 
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Environmental Issues 
 

Wakefield Rural has a distinct character and contains a high proportion of the District‟s biologically 

rich sites including woodland and nature reserves. Woodland cover at around 30% creates a very 

different landscape to the open areas lying to the east. Access to green spaces within Wakefield 

Rural is generally good and compares well to the District as a whole. Access to play areas is 

relatively poor within Wakefield Rural but is good within Walton. In close proximity to Walton, is 

Newmillerdam Country Park and Anglers Country Park. The parish contains a considerable wealth 

of special habitats and landscape designations: 

 
Designations 
 
National 
 
Agricultural Land Classification: Part of the neighbourhood area at Thorntree Hill, in between Walton 

Hall and Hare Park contains a small area of grade 3a agricultural land.  

 

Traditional Orchard Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (England): There is one area within the 

neighbourhood area designated as a Priority Habitat under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) at 

Hare Park (ref: WYOR0270). 

  

Deciduous Woodland Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (England): There are pockets of 

deciduous woodland across the neighbourhood area. 

 

Special Areas of Conservation: none within the neighbourhood area but Habitat Regulations 

Assessment (also known as an Appropriate Assessment) Scoping Report has been prepared. 

 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest: none within the neighbourhood area. 

 

Historic Parks and Gardens: none within the neighbourhood area. 

 

Listed Buildings/Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 

 

• Iron Bridge across lake to Walton Park (formerly Watergate), Walton Park II* (Dual listing 

also SAM) 

• Watergate near Iron Bridge on Island at Walton Hall. II* (Dual listing also SAM) 

• Blue Bridge, Haw Park, Barnsley Canal. II 

• Haw Park Bridge, Barnsley Canal II 

• Walton Hall, Canal Bridge, Barnsley Canal. II 

• Walton Common Farmhouse, Common Lane, west side. II 

• Elmwood House, Oakenshaw Lane, west side. II 

• Barn and attached outbuildings 15m S.W. of Elmwood House. II  

• Gate piers and flanking walls front of Elmwood House and at entrance to farm. II  

• Walton House No 187, Shay Lane, south side. II 

• Cottages attached to N. of No. 192 Shay Lane, north side, off. II 

• Rose Farmhouse, The Balk, west side, off. II 

• Barn and attached outbuildings at Rose Farmhouse. II  

• Overtown Grange Farmhouse, The Balk. II 

• Gate piers at entrance to car park in front of 1 to W. and 1 to S. of: II 

• Walton Hall. II* 

• Island wall running around Walton Hall (inc) 2 boat houses, steps and landing stage to west. II 

• Sundial on island to rear of Walton Hall. II 

• Culvert and sluice on north bank of lake 50m E. of Iron Bridge at Walton Hall. II 
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• Stable block at Walton Hall. II 

 
Trans-Pennine Trail: The trail runs from Haw Park in the south to Walton Colliery Nature Park in the 

north of the neighbourhood area. 

 
National Cycle Network: Is the same route as the Trans-Pennine Trail. 

 
Regional 
 
Archaeological Sites: are Scheduled Ancient Monuments (Class I sites) and Areas of Special Archaeological 

Value (Class II sites): 

 

• AS 94 - Class I Bridge and Medieval Gateway, Walton Hall, Walton 

• AS 101 – Class II Barnsley Canal Lock, Walton 

• AS 103 – Class II Stone Heaps, Adjacent to Barnsley Canal, Walton 

 

Regionally Important Geological Sites: none within the neighbourhood area. 

 

Local (Designated by Wakefield Council but not as part of the Local Plan process)  
 
Local Nature Reserves designated under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 

1949: 

 

• LNR 3 – Haw Park, Walton 

• LNR 16 – Walton Colliery Nature Park 

 

Local Wildlife Sites which are sites of local wildlife value containing habitats and species identified in the 

Wakefield District Local Biodiversity Report: 

 

• LWS 7 - Barnsley Canal, Walton 

• LWS 8 - Haw Park Wood and Brickyard Plantation, Walton 

• LWS 12 – Newmillerdam Lake, Newmillerdam 

• LWS 14 - Barnsley Canal, Notton 

• LWS 73 - Walton Park, Walton 

• LWS 74 - Hare Park Wood, Walton 

 

Ancient Woodland: Defined as an area that has been wooded continuously since 1600 AD. National 

policy requires the Council to identify and protect ancient woodlands, and is identified in the 

Wakefield District Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

• AW 20 - Haw Park Wood, Walton 

 

Tree Preservation Orders: there are a significant number in force across the village. 

 

Conservation Areas: none within the neighbourhood area. 

 

Buildings of Local Interest: Initially drawn up by the Council but should be checked for accuracy. 

 

• Barnsley - disused section - Oakenshaw Lane 3526 1855 

• MR Viaduct, Oakenshaw south junction 3555 1842 

• Low Lock, off Manor Road 3543 1755 

• 21 and 23 School Lane 3529 1734 

• Cottages 4 to 30 (evens) School Lane 3524 1732 
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• Walton Colliery Primary School 1910 School Lane 3529 1729 

• Railway Cottages, 58 School Lane and 164 and 166 Shay Lane 3541 1701 

• 54 School Lane 3541 1703 

• 150 Shay Lane 3558 1714 

• 152 and 154 Shay Lane 3551 1709 

• Walton Methodist Church and Sunday School, Shay Lane 3557 1711 

• The New Inn PH, Shay Lane 3562 1716 

• 121 and 123 Shay Lane 3576 1719 

• 203 and 205 Shay Lane 3524 1685 

• Barn/outbuildings to Walton Common Farmhouse 3502 1653 

• 9 The Balk 3547 1695 

• 33 to 45 (odds) The Balk 3563 1675 

• 70 The Balk 3576 1652 

• Lock at Walton Hall Approach 3613 1663 

• 186 to 192 (evens) Shay Lane 3537 1698 

• Tow Rope Pulleys, Clay Royd Bridge, Barnsley Canal 3612 1521 

 

Local (Designated by Wakefield Council as part of the Local Plan process) 
 

Wildlife Habitat Network: has been designated in accordance with national policy and Core Strategy 

policy CS10. Development policy D6 sets out the Council's policy for protecting the Wildlife Habitat 

Network, and Development policies D4, D5 and D7 shall also be applied where appropriate. 

 

The Wildlife Habitat Network connects designated sites of ecological and geological conservation 

and habitats listed as Biodiversity Action Plan priorities, such as watercourses, woodland, natural and 

semi-natural areas. The creation of the Wildlife Habitat Network is intended to prevent further 

fragmentation of ecological resources within the district. The network will allow migration, dispersal 

and genetic exchange of species in the wider environment, and includes links to adjoining districts. 

Within this network nature conservation interests will be protected and opportunities taken to 

restore and enhance existing habitats, create new habitats and manage the landscape to improve 

both biodiversity and landscape quality. The Wildlife Habitat Network is shown on the Policies Map.  

 

The Wildlife Habitat Network will not necessarily prevent development but the Council will seek to 

ensure that development is carried out in a manner which consolidates the network and does not 

break its continuity. Within this network nature conservation interests will be protected and 

opportunities taken to restore and enhance existing habitat, create new priority habitats and manage 

the landscape to improve both biodiversity and landscape quality.  

 

Barnsley Canal: land occupied by and adjacent to the former Barnsley Canal is protected in the Local 

Plan (TS 9) from other forms of development, in order to safeguard its potential to be reinstated to 

its former use for commercial or leisure purposes, or to extend the cycling or footpath networks. 

Policy TS9 states: 

 

“An authoritative study has found that the restoration of the canal from the River Calder to the River Don is 

feasible, but at very high cost. The study dealt with economic, environmental, and managerial matters and 

considered both costs and benefits. The restoration is likely to be undertaken incrementally over a long 

period. The study illustrated that its implementation could be substantially progressed within the plan period. 

If the opportunity were not taken to safeguard the route from development, the feasibility of implementing a 

scheme at any time in the future could be undermined, by new development taking place across the 

proposed line. As detailed restoration schemes for sections are proposed, environmental impact assessments 

will be required to accompany planning applications as necessary, and environmental impacts will need to be 

satisfactorily mitigated. Parts of the canal are designated as Local Nature Reserves, Ancient Woodland and 

Local Wildlife Sites. 
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A corridor up to 50 metres wide, 25 metres either side the centre-line of the route, is safeguarded from 

development. The more exact and necessary corridor width at any particular point on the route will be 

determined in consultation with the Barnsley Canals Consortium and the Barnsley Dearne and Dove Canals 

Trust as development proposals arise.  

 

Land occupied by and adjacent to the former Barnsley Canal will be protected from other forms of 

development, in order to safeguard its potential to be reinstated to its former use for commercial or leisure 

purposes, or to extend the cycling or footpath networks.” 

 

Issues, Problems and Trends 
 
As part of the process of developing the WNP, the working group has undertaken a number of 

consultation events with local people. The consultation events highlighted a number of issues that 

are important to the local community. In the spirit of community-led planning, these are also 

relevant to identifying sustainability issues for they provide a set of local sustainability issues for 

Walton. 

 

Economic activity and travel to work 
 

Å Higher number of self-employed and professional services employees. 

Å Higher education and skills levels.  

Å Lower proportion of people claiming benefits.  

Å Higher proportion of people using the car to get to work.  

Å Lower proportion of people without access to the car.  

Å There are areas of deprivation. 

 
Household composition and age profile  
 
Å Declining younger population and an increasing aged (65+) population.  

Å Large proportion of owner occupied properties. 

Å Small number of social rented stock.  

Å Provision of after-retirement facilities required. 

 

Housing 
 

Å No new housing sites need to be identified.  

Å Role the two large Protected Areas of Search Sites. 

 
Services and facilities 

 
Å Identified in the Local Development Framework as a village with low overall accessibility.  

Å Provides a level of local services but is reliant upon other nearby centre. 

   

Sports provision 
 
Å Walton has existing playing pitch provision within the village. 

Å Need to retain our sports facilities and open spaces, not build houses on them. 

 
Crime and anti-social behaviour 

 
Å Crime rates are below the district average - no specific issues have been identified. 
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Green spaces 
 
Å Contains a high proportion of Wakefield‟s biologically rich sites. 

Å Valuable element of Walton‟s character.  

 
Traffic/Transport 
 
Å Impact of traffic throughout Walton.  

Å Traffic problems through Sandal and Walton.  

Å Traffic needs better management. 

 

Heritage and Character 
 

Å The village is a true village surrounded by open countryside.  

Å Setting should be protected whilst addressing the needs of landowners and farmers.  
Å Heritage assets and tree cover should be preserved 

 

Draft Walton Neighbourhood Plan Policies (As Assessed) 
 
Based on many factors, such as community participation, policy context and sustainability context, 

the following polies are proposed for inclusion in the draft WNP: 

 
POLICY 1: THE WILDLIFE HABITAT NETWORK IS EXTENDED ALONG THE LINE OF THE MINERAL 

RAILWAY WITHIN THE WALTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA TO CREATE AN ECOLOGICAL 

LINK BETWEEN WALTON COLLIERY NATURE PARK AND HAW PARK WOODS AS SHOWN ON THE 

WNP PROPOSALS MAP. 
 
POLICY 2: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK, LOCAL 

GREEN SPACE SITES ARE TO BE RETAINED IN THEIR CURRENT USE AND PROTECTED FROM 

INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT OTHER THAN IN VERY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. APPROPRIATE 

DEVELOPMENT WILL INCLUDE SPORTING, LEISURE AND RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT AND SMALL 

SCALE BUILDINGS WHICH ARE ANCILLARY TO THEIR LOCAL GREEN SPACE FUNCTION. THE 

FOLLOWING SITES ARE DESIGNATED AS LOCAL GREEN SPACES (AS SHOWN ON THE WNP 

PROPOSALS MAP): 
 

LGS1 WALTON COMMUNITY CENTRE PLAYING FIELDS  

LGS2 WALTON ALLOTMENTS 

LGS3 SCHOOL LANE REC 

LGS4 BROOKLANDS PLAYING AREA 

LGS5 WALTON JUBILEE FIELDS 

 

POLICY 3: PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE FACILITIES AT WALTON‟S DESIGNATED LOCAL GREEN SPACES 

WILL BE SUPPORTED SUBJECT TO: 

 
¶ RESPECT FOR WALTON‟S HERITAGE; 

¶ NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON RESIDENTIAL AMENITY; 

¶ APPROPRIATE ACCESS AND HIGHWAY SAFETY; 

¶ NO INCREASE IN FLOOD RISK OR DRAINAGE PROBLEMS; 

¶ NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON ECOLOGY OR BIO-DIVERSITY. 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENT REQUIRING SPORTS, LEISURE AND RECREATION PROVISION WILL BE 

EXPECTED TO DEMONSTRATE HOW IT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THESE IMPROVEMENTS. 

 
POLICY 4: THE HISTORIC CORE SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF 

SPECIAL PROTECTION. DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING HERITAGE ASSETS WITHIN THE HISTORIC CORE 
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MUST PAY SPECIAL REGARD TO THE NEED TO CONSERVE AND ENHANCE THEIR SETTING AND 

ANY SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC FEATURES OF SIGNIFICANCE. ANY PROPOSALS 

WITHIN OR AFFECTING THE SETTING OF THE HISTORIC CORE WILL BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE A 

HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT. ALL NEW DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE HISTORIC CORE OR 

AFFECTING ITS SETTING MUST DEMONSTRATE GOOD QUALITY DESIGN. THIS MEANS 

RESPONDING TO AND INTEGRATING WITH THE LANDSCAPE CONTEXT AND EXISTING BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT. SPECIFIC REGARD MUST BE PAID TO: 

 

a) ACHIEVING HIGH QUALITY DESIGN THAT RESPECTS THE SCALE AND CHARACTER OF 

EXISTING AND SURROUNDING BUILDINGS; 

b)  RESPECTING ESTABLISHED KEY VIEWS OF HERITAGE ASSETS, EXISTING HISTORIC 

BUILDING LINES AND ARRANGEMENTS OF FRONT GARDENS, WALLS, RAILINGS OR 

HEDGES; 

c)  USING HIGH QUALITY MATERIALS THAT REFLECT THE HISTORIC CHARACTER AND 

EXISTING PALETTE OF MATERIALS USED WITHIN THE HISTORIC CORE. 

 
SUPPORT WILL BE GIVEN FOR DEVELOPMENT THAT RESPECTS THE CHARACTER AND 

APPEARANCE OF THE HISTORIC CORE AND WHICH TAKES THE OPPORTUNITIES 

AVAILABLE FOR IMPROVING THE LOCAL CHARACTER AND QUALITY OF WALTON 

 
POLICY 5: WATERTON HISTORIC PARK (AS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP) WILL BE THE 

SUBJECT OF SPECIAL PROTECTION. DEVELOPMENT WITHIN OR LIKELY TO AFFECT WATERTON 

HISTORIC PARK WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED WHERE THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON: 

 
¶ OPEN SPACES, VIEWS, LANDMARKS, AND LANDSCAPE THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS 

CHARACTER, APPEARANCE OR SETTING. 

¶ THE CHARACTER OF ANY BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURE HAVING REGARD TO LOCAL SCALE, 

PROPORTION, DETAILS AND MATERIALS. 

¶ THE PRESERVATION OF FEATURES OF ARCHITECTURAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 

HISTORIC INTEREST. 

 

ANY DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS WITHIN OR ADJACENT TO IT THAT MAY AFFECT THE 

CHARACTER OF SETTING OF WATERTON HISTORIC PARK WILL BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE A 

HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT. 

 
POLICY 6: PROPOSALS FOR THE CREATION OF THE WALTON COLLIERY NATURE PARK HERITAGE 

TRAIL (HT) WITHIN THE WALTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WILL BE SUPPORTED. NEW 

DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING THE ROUTE OF THIS TRAIL WITHIN THE WALTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN AREA SHOULD DEMONSTRATE HOW IT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO AND BE COMPATIBLE WITH 

IT. 

 
POLICY 7: PROPOSALS TO EXTEND THE WALTON COLLIERY NATURE PARK HERITAGE TRAIL TO 

WATERTON HISTORIC PARK AND HAW PARK WOODS WILL BE SUPPORTED. NEW DEVELOPMENT 

AFFECTING THE ROUTE OF THIS TRAIL SHOULD CONSIDER HOW THEY COULD CONTRIBUTE TO 

AND BE COMPATIBLE WITH IT. 
 
POLICY 8: PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE EXISTING FOOTPATHS, CYCLE WAYS AND BRIDLE PATHS 

INCLUDING PROVISION/UPGRADES OF CROSSING POINTS OF EXISTING ROADS WILL BE 

SUPPORTED. DEVELOPMENTS WHICH INCREASE THE PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL OR CYCLE USAGE IN 

THESE LOCATIONS WILL BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THESE ENHANCEMENTS. 
 
POLICY 9: PROPOSALS TO DELIVER NEW FOOTPATHS, CYCLE WAYS AND BRIDLE PATHS AS 

SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP WILL BE SUPPORTED. NEW DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING THESE 

ROUTES SHOULD DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY WILL CONTRIBUTE TO AND BE COMPATIBLE WITH 

THEM. DEVELOPMENTS WHICH INCREASE THE PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL IN THESE LOCATIONS WILL 

BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO DELIVERY OF THESE ROUTES. 
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POLICY 10: DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE LIKELY TO INCREASE THE PATRONAGE FOR BUS 

SERVICES WILL BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO BUS SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS SUCH AS 

IMPROVING EXISTING BUS SHELTERS AND PROVISION OF REAL TIME BUS INFORMATION. 
 
POLICY 11: THE LAND AT THE GROVE, WALTON (IDENTIFIED ON THE WNP PROPOSALS MAP) IS 

TO BE RETAINED AS PROTECTED AREA OF SEARCH. ANY DEVELOPMENT OF IT DURING THE WNP 

PLAN PERIOD WILL BE RESTRICTED TO THE OPERATION OF AGRICULTURAL OR RECREATIONAL 

USES OR TO A CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY. APPLICANTS PROPOSING ANY 

TEMPORARY USE OF THE SITE WOULD HAVE TO SHOW THAT SUCH A USE WOULD HAVE NO 

ADVERSE EFFECT UPON THE SAFETY OF CHILDREN AT THE GROVE SCHOOL AND THE AMENITY 

OF AGED PERSONS LIVING AT THE GROVE, AND THAT SUCH TEMPORARY DEVELOPMENT WOULD 

NOT PREJUDICE THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PAS 12 SITE. 
 
POLICY 12: THE WATERWAYS LAND SITE IS PROTECTED AREA OF SEARCH (PAS 13) WITHIN THE 

WAKEFIELD LOCAL PLAN AND HENCE IS SUBJECT TO POLICY D2 OF THE WAKEFIELD 

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES DOCUMENT WHICH PREVENTS PERMANENT DEVELOPMENT OF IT 

DURING THE LOCAL PLAN PERIOD. THE WNP IDENTIFIES TWO SITES OF LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

(LGS1 AND LGS2) WITHIN THE PAS 13 SITE WHICH WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

POLICIES 2 AND 3. ANY DEVELOPMENT OF THE RESIDUAL AREA OF PAS 13 DURING THE WNP 

PERIOD WILL BE RESTRICTED TO THE OPERATION OF AGRICULTURAL OR RECREATIONAL USES. 

APPLICANTS PROPOSING ANY TEMPORARY USE OF THIS PART OF THE SITE WOULD HAVE TO 

SHOW NO ADVERSE EFFECT UPON THE OPERATION, USE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE LOCAL GREEN 

SPACES (LGS1 AND LGS2), OR PREJUDICE TO THE FUTURE POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE PAS 

13 SITE. 

 
POLICY 13: ALL NEW HOUSING PROPOSALS SHOULD:- 

 

¶ BE FOR LOCAL NEEDS; 

¶ INCLUDE AN ELEMENT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING AS REQUIRED BY WAKEFIELD CORE 

STRATEGY; 

¶ BE ON SITES CAPABLE OF ACCOMMODATING NO MORE THAN 10 DWELLINGS; 

¶ INCLUDE AN ASSESSMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS AND 

RESPECT WALTON‟S HERITAGE ASSETS; 

¶ BE OF AN APPROPRIATE HEIGHT TO RESPECT AMENITY AND TOWNSCAPE (USUALLY NO 

GREATER THAN 2 STOREYS IN HEIGHT ); 

¶ RESPECT NATURE CONSERVATION, WATERCOURSES, WILDLIFE HABITAT, TREES AND 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER; 

¶ PROVIDE APPROPRIATE ACCESS AND HIGHWAY SAFETY; 

¶ NOT LEAD TO INCREASES IN FLOOD RISK OR DRAINAGE PROBLEMS; 

¶ BE ADAPTABLE TO SUPPORT THE NEEDS OF THE AGING POPULATION; 

• COMPRISE SUSTAINABLE FORMS OF CONSTRUCTION. 
 
POLICY 14: THE CHANGE OF USE OF SHOPS, LEISURE, SPORTING, AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED IF IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT REASONABLE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN 

MADE TO SECURE THEIR CONTINUED USE FOR THESE PURPOSES AND/OR ALTERNATIVE 

PROVISION IS MADE. 
 
POLICY 15: DEVELOPMENTS THAT SUPPORT THE VITALITY AND VIABILITY OF WALTON VILLAGE 

CENTRE BY DIVERSIFYING AND ENHANCING THE RANGE OF SERVICES AND FACILITIES FOR THE 

LOCAL COMMUNITY WILL BE ALLOWED PROVIDED THAT THEY: 

 

¶ INCLUDE AN ASSESSMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS AND 

RESPECT WALTON‟S HERITAGE ASSETS; 

¶ ARE OF AN APPROPRIATE SCALE SO AS NOT TO UNDERMINE LOCAL SERVICES; 

¶ ARE OF AN APPROPRIATE HEIGHT TO RESPECT AMENITY AND TOWNSCAPE (USUALLY NO 

GREATER THAN 2 STOREYS IN HEIGHT ); 
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¶ PROTECT AND ENHANCE NATURE CONSERVATION, WATERCOURSES, WILDLIFE HABITAT 

NETWORK, TREES, WOODLAND AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER; 

¶ ARE NOT ON SITES OF LOCAL GREEN SPACE; 

¶ PROVIDE APPROPRIATE ACCESS AND HIGHWAY SAFETY; 

¶ WILL NOT LEAD TO INCREASES IN FLOOD RISK OR DRAINAGE PROBLEMS; 

¶ BE ADAPTABLE TO SUPPORT THE NEEDS OF THE AGING POPULATION; 

¶ COMPRISE SUSTAINABLE FORMS OF CONSTRUCTION. 

 

POLICY 16: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS WHICH INCREASE THE NEED FOR NEW ALLOTMENTS 

WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO NEW ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDENS 

PROVISION.  
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4. SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK 
 
Sustainability Appraisal Core Objectives 
 
The key environmental, social and economic issues and opportunities that relate to the 

neighbourhood area, were identified and formed the basis for the SA.  The framework, developed as 

part of the scoping report stage, comprehensively covers a range of sustainability related topics 
which were used to assess objectives, site allocations and policies associated with the WNP.  Based 

on these key issues, the fifteen SA Objectives identified are: 
 

Table 3: Sustainability Objectives 
Economic  SA1 

 

 

 

 

SA2 

 

 

 

 

SA3 

Encourage businesses to remain, grow or move into the area. 

 

- Will it encourage inward investment? 

- Will it encourage diversification of the rural economy? 

 

Focus future development to cater for local needs. 

 

- Will it provide employment opportunities? 

- Will it maintain the viability of local services? 

 

Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of the village centre. 

 

- Will it support the vibrancy of the village centre?  

- Is it of a scale appropriate to the type and size of the village? 

 

Social  SA4 

 

 

 

 

SA5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA7 

 

 

 

 

 

SA8 

 

Reduce social exclusion and incidents of poverty. 

 

- Will it enhance the quality of life for all of the community? 

- Will it increase community participation in activities? 

 

Increase provision, variety and accessibility of culture, leisure and 

recreation activities venues to all the community. 

 

- Will it increase provision and variety of culture, leisure and recreation 

activities/venues for all sections of the community? 

- Will it support the provision of identified local need? 

 

Improve health and well-being of the population and reduce 

inequalities in health.  

 

- Will it improve equitable access to health service (especially to groups 

of people most excluded and in highest need)? 

- Will it promote positive health and prevent ill-health? 

 

Provide the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present 

and future generations through sustainable forms of construction. 

 

- Will it assist in providing high quality sustainable homes? 

- Will it support the provision of identified local need? 

 

Promote the retention and development of local services and 

community facilities that meet local needs. 
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SA9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA10 

 

- Will it improve and increase community facilities? 

- Will it improve and provide identified local needs? 

 

Improve accessibility to facilities and services. 

 

- Will it ensure that essential services (e.g. health services and shops) 

and resources are within walking distance or are available by public 

transport? 

- Will it increase access to open spaces? 

 

Safety and security for people and property. 

 

- Will it reduce crime through design measures? 

- Is it likely to increase the frequency of nuisance complaints and 

criminal/anti-social activity (noise pollution, vandalism, anti-social 

behaviour orders? 

 

Environmental  SA11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA15 

 

 

 

Protect and enhance the historic and cultural environment and 

enable more people to appreciate it. 

 

- Will it preserve or, where appropriate, enhance architectural, 

archaeological or other heritage assets? 

- Will it increase accessibility to architectural, archaeological or other 

heritage assets? 

 

Protect and enhance the character and quality of the landscape, and 

enable more people to appreciate it. 

 

- Will it preserve or, where appropriate, enhance the character and 

quality of the landscape? 

- Will it promote, educate, raise awareness and increase accessibility of 

the enjoyment and benefits of the natural environment? 

 

Conserve and enhance biodiversity. 

 

- Will it protect and enhance existing priority habitats and species and 

provide for appropriate long term management of wildlife habitats? 

- Will it protect and enhance nationally, regionally and locally designated 

sites? 

 

Increase usage of public transport, cycling and walking and reduce 

car travel. 

 

- Will it reduce the need to travel by increasing access to key resources 

and services by means other than the car? 

- Will it improve accessibility and to public transport and/or cycling and 

walking networks? 

 

Reduce pollution levels. 

 

- Will it reduce air, water, land and light pollution from current activities 

and the potential for such pollution? 

- Will it reduce pollution to water bodies? 
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Compatibility of the Neighbourhood Plan Objectives with the Sustainability Appraisal Framework - Results. 
 

The objectives for both the WNP and SAF were assessed for compatibility based on:     + = Compatible          0 = Neutral     - =Incompatible 

 
  Walton Neighbourhood Plan Objectives (Table 1) 
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 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

SA1 0 0 + + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 

SA2 + + + + + + 0 + + + 0 + + + 

SA3 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SA4 + + + + + + + + 0 + 0 + + + 

SA5 + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + 

SA6 + + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + 

SA7 0 0 + + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 

SA8 + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + 

SA9 + + + + + + 0 + 0 + 0 + + + 

SA10 0 0 + + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + + + 

SA11 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SA12 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SA13 + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + 

SA14 + + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + 

SA15 + 0 0 + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + 

 
Conclusion on Compatibility of Objectives There is no apparent incompatibility between the WNP objectives and the SAF objectives.  At the very 

worst there appears to be a neutral effect but overall there is compatibility and each set of objectives support the other. There is no requirement for any 

mitigation measures to be considered to off-set any potential negative impact. 
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Site Option Sustainability Appraisal   
 
A site option has been defined as a piece of land where it is proposed there may be potential for a physical change. The draft WNP proposes seven such 

sites – five Local Green Spaces and two new footpath links.  Each site option of the WNP has been assessed using the appraisal criteria set out in the 

Sustainability Appraisal Framework.  The listed indicators were used to determination the outcome against each criterion. 

 

Assessment criteria of site options against the sustainability criteria and indicators. 
 

Question Criteria Indicator 
1 Would allocation of the site result in an impact on any 

national and international nature conservation sites (Natura 

2000 sites)?  

R = Allocation of the site is likely to result in a significant effect on the 

integrity of a European Designated Site. 

A = Allocation of the site has potential to result in a significant effect on 

the integrity of a European Designated Site. 

G = Allocation of the site is unlikely to result in a significant effect on the 

integrity of a European Designated site.  
 

2 Does the site contain any UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

priority species or habitats? 

R = Site contains BAP priority species or habitats  

G = Site does not contain BAP priority species or habitats  
 

3 Would the allocation result in the use of previously 

developed land? 

R = Site is not previously developed land. 

A = Site is a mix of previously developed lad and greenfield land. 

G = The site is previously developed land. 

4 Has the site been identified as being potentially contaminated? 

 

R = The site could potentially be contaminated  

G = There is nothing to suggest that the site is contaminated  
 

5 Would allocation result in contaminated land being improved? 

 

R = Site is potentially contaminated but would not be improved. 

A = Site is potentially contaminated and will be partially improved. 

G = Site is potentially contaminated and will be improved or the site is not 

potentially contaminated. 

6 Is the site within an identified flood zone? 

 

R = Flood Zone 3a  or 3b  

A = Flood Zone 2  

G = Flood Zone 1  
 

7 Would the allocation result in loss of any land within the 

Green Belt? 

R = Yes 

G = No 

8 Would the allocation result in the loss of high grade 

agricultural land? 

R = Agricultural Land Classification 1 or 2  

A = Agricultural Land Classification 3a or 3b 

G = Agricultural Land Classification 4 or 5  
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Question Criteria Indicator 
9 Would the allocation result in an impact on any known 

mineral resource? 

R = Site contains existing mineral reserves with planning permission or site 

part of a mineral safeguarding area  

A = Mineral resources are known to be on the site but cannot be 

extracted, within a reasonable timescale or local or community 

benefits clearly outweigh the likely impact of the development. 

G = Where there will be no impact on mineral resources 

10 Would the allocation result in the loss and any public open 

space? 

R = Contains or is adjacent to an existing site. 

A = Contains or is adjacent to a proposed site. 

G = Does not contain and is not adjacent a site.  
 

11 Would allocation result in the loss of a community facility or 

service? 

R = Total loss of a community facility or service. 

A = Loss but satisfactory alternative provision provided. 
G = No loss of community facility or service. 

12 Would allocation result in an impact on a site designated for 

its national, regional or local environmental significance? 

R = Contains or is adjacent to an existing site  

A = Contains or is adjacent to a proposed site  

G = Does not contain and is not adjacent a site 

13 Would allocation result in an impact on a site designated for 

its national, regional or local biological significance? 

R = Contains or is adjacent to an existing site  

A = Contains or is adjacent to a proposed site  

G = Does not contain and is not adjacent a site  

14 Would allocation result in an impact on a site designated for 

its national, regional or local geological significance? 

R = Contains or is adjacent to an existing site  

A = Contains or is adjacent to a proposed site  

G = Does not contain and is not adjacent a site  

15 Would allocation result in an impact on a site or structure 

designated for its national, regional or local historical 

significance? 

R = Contains or is adjacent to an existing site or structure. 

A = Contains or is adjacent to a proposed site or structure  

G = Does not contain and is not adjacent site or structure. 

16 Can the site be served by alternative modes of transport 

other than the car, such as public transport, walking and 

cycling? 

R = No alternative modes are available. 

A = One or two alternative modes are available. 

G = More than two alternative modes are available. 

17 How accessible is the site to the nearest public transport 

route? 

 

R = More than 800m  

A = Between 400 and 800m  

G = Less than-400m  

18 How accessible is the site to an established cycle route? 

 

R = More than 800m  

A = Between 400 and 800m  

G = Less than-400m 
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WNP Site Options Sustainability Appraisal - Results 
 

Sustainability Appraisal Framework  - Site appraisal results 
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LGS1 Community Centre Fields 
                  

LGS2 Walton Allotments 
                  

LGS3 School Lane Rec. 
                  

LGS4 Brooklands Playing Fields 
                  

LGS5 Walton Jubilee Fields 
                  

FL1 Stubbs Wood Footpath Link 
                  

FL2 Brook Farm Footpath Link 
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Conclusion on Site Option Sustainability Appraisal   
 
The sites with the prefix „LGS‟ are proposed as Local Green Space sites. The aim of these allocations is to protect the sites as they are of particular 

importance to the local community and make a significance contribution to sustainable development in the neighbourhood area.  The proposals are mainly 

for protection of the sites but the WNP does provide for limited appropriate development on them.  

 

By the very nature of them being local green spaces there is a degree of tree cover and it is green space rather than previously developed land.  On LGS4 

the south-eastern part of the site is designated a Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat (England) area.  This site is also in the green belt and so has 

other levels of protection from inappropriate development. Policy 3 of the WNP provides for limited development of this site but will only be supported if 

there is no adverse impact on ecology or biodiversity. Therefore, the WNP protects the Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat (England) area from 

development which may have an adverse impact on ecology or biodiversity. 

 

The sites with the prefix „FL‟ are proposed new Footpath Links.  As it is not clear where exactly route of the link it is shown on the Policies Map as a 

„Safeguarded Area‟ through which it is proposed a footpath will be created. The aim of these allocations is to improve accessibility in the neighbourhood 

area by linking existing footpaths to form more of a coherent and circular network of publicly accessibly paths. A small section of the Stubbs Wood 

Footpath Link goes through an area designated a Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat (England) area.  As the proposal is for a footpath then the path 

can go between the trees rather than any having to be removed to create it.  As the footpath will not be used by vehicles then there will be no negative 

impact on the designated area.  There should be overall benefit as the new footpath link will encourage more people to use modes of transport other than 

the motor car in the neighbourhood area, thereby reducing pollutants which may have a negative effect of the designated area. 

 

Similarly, by the very nature of them being proposed footpaths they run through green spaces and are not previously developed land.  Also, access by public 

transport to the Stubbs Wood Footpath Link is poor but as the proposal will improve accessibility by other, more sustainable, modes of transport e.g. 

walking and cycling then this outweighs that negative. 

 

In summary, as the site proposals aim to protect and provide better access to public open green space then then, overall, they make a positive contribution 

to sustainable development in the neighbourhood area.  
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Policy Sustainability Appraisal ς Results 
 

++ Major positive effect or no environmental constraints.  + = Minor positive effect or very limited environmental constraints.   0 = Neutral effect. 

- = Minor negative effect or several environmental constraints.  -- = Major negative effect or substantial environmental constraints 

 Economic Objectives  Social Objectives  Environmental Objectives 

 

 Assessment of Compatibility between the Walton Neighbourhood Plan Policies and the  
Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

 

 Walton Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
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 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

SA1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 

SA2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 

SA3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 

SA4 0 ++ + 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ 

SA5 0 ++ ++ 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ + + 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 

SA6 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ + 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 

SA7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 

SA8 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ 

SA9 0 ++ ++ 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ + 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 

SA10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

SA11 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SA12 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 ++ 

SA13 ++ ++ + 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 

SA14 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SA15 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
Economic SA1. Encourage businesses to 

remain, grow or move into the 

area. 

- Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

- Will it encourage diversification 

of the rural economy? 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

 

 SA2. Focus future development 

to cater for local needs. 

- Will it provide employment 

opportunities? 

- Will it maintain the viability of 

local services? 

Policy 13 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

Provision of new housing for local 

needs. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

 SA3. Protect and enhance the 

vitality and viability of the 

village centre. 

- Will it support the vibrancy of 

the village centre?  

- Is it of a scale appropriate to 

the type and size of the 

village? 

Policy 13 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

  

+ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

 

Provision of new housing in scale with 

local needs. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

 

Social SA4. Reduce social exclusion 

and incidents of poverty. 

- Will it enhance the quality of 

life for all of the community? 

- Will it increase community 

participation in activities? 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

++ 

 

 

+ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 13 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

Policy 16 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

+ 

 

 

++ 

 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 

community. 

Enhancements to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

New and affordable housing based on 

local needs. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA5. Increase provision, variety 

and accessibility of culture, 

leisure and recreation activities 

venues to all the community. 

- Will it increase provision and 

variety of culture, leisure and 

recreation activities/venues for 

all sections of the community? 

- Will it support the provision of 

identified local need? 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 11 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

Policy 16 

 

 

+ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

community. 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

Restricts the use of allocated PAS 

land. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA6. Improve health and well-

being of the population and 

reduce inequalities in health.  

- Will it improve equitable 

access to health service 

(especially to groups of people 

most excluded and in highest 

need)? 

- Will it promote positive health 

and prevent ill-health? 

 

 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

+ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 

community. 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
 

 

Policy 16 

 

 

 

++ 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA7. Provide the supply of 

housing required to meet the 

needs of present and future 

generations through sustainable 

forms of construction. 

- Will it assist in providing high 

quality sustainable homes? 

- Will it support the provision of 

identified local need? 

Policy 13 

 

++ New and affordable housing based on 

local needs. 

 SA8. Promote the retention 

and development of local 

services and community 

facilities that meet local needs. 

 

- Will it improve and increase 

community facilities? 

- Will it improve and provide 

identified local needs? 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 13 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

Policy 16 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

+ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

New and affordable housing based on 

local needs. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA9. Improve accessibility to 

facilities and services. 

- Will it ensure that essential 

services (e.g. health services 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

++ 

 

 

++ 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
and shops) and resources are 

within walking distance or are 

available by public transport? 

- Will it increase access to open 

spaces? 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 14 

 

Policy 15 

 

 

Policy 16 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

+ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 

community. 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

Protects existing retail, leisure, 

sporting and community facilities. 

Support for diversification and 

enhancement of the range and facilities 

in the area. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA10. Safety and security for 

people and property. 

- Will it reduce crime through 

design measures? 

- Is it likely to increase the 

frequency of nuisance 

complaints and criminal/anti-

social activity (noise pollution, 

vandalism, anti-social 

behaviour orders? 

Policy 10 

 

 

Policy 13 

 

+ 

 

 

+ 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

New and affordable housing based on 

local needs. 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
Environmental SA11. Protect and enhance the 

historic and cultural 

environment and enable more 

people to appreciate it. 

- Will it preserve or, where 

appropriate, enhance 

architectural, archaeological or 

other heritage assets? 

- Will it increase accessibility to 

architectural, archaeological or 

other heritage assets? 

Policy 4 

 

Policy 5 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

Protection for the historic core of the 

village. 

Protection for Waterton Historic 

Park. 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

 SA12. Protect and enhance the 

character and quality of the 

landscape, and enable more 

people to appreciate it. 

- Will it preserve or, where 

appropriate, enhance the 

character and quality of the 

landscape? 

- Will it promote, educate, raise 

awareness and increase 

accessibility of the enjoyment 

and benefits of the natural 

environment? 

 

Policy 1 

 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

 

Policy 5 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 11 

 

Policy 12 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

++ 

Creation of an ecological link along 

the mineral line within the plan area. 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Protection for Waterton Historic 

Park. Supports the creation of the 

Walton Colliery Nature Park Heritage 

Trail for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 

community. 

Restricts the use of allocated PAS 

land. 

Restricts the use of allocated PAS 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
 

Policy 16 

 

++ 

land. 

Supports the provision of new 

allotments and community gardens. 

 SA13. Conserve and enhance 

biodiversity. 

- Will it protect and enhance 

existing priority habitats and 

species and provide for 

appropriate long term 

management of wildlife 

habitats? 

- Will it protect and enhance 

nationally, regionally and 

locally designated sites? 

 

Policy 1 

 

Policy 2 

 

 

Policy 3 

 

Policy 5 

 

Policy 11 

 

Policy 12 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

 

+ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

++ 

 

Creation of an ecological link along 

the mineral line within the plan area. 

Protection for locally important 

community spaces as „Local Green 

Spaces‟. 

Permits only suitable development for 

„Local Green Spaces‟ 

Protection for Waterton Historic 

Park. 

Restricts the use of allocated PAS 

land. 

Restricts the use of allocated PAS 

land. 

 SA14. Increase usage of public 

transport, cycling and walking 

and reduce car travel. 

- Will it reduce the need to 

travel by increasing access to 

key resources and services by 

means other than the car? 

- Will it improve accessibility 

and to public transport and/or 

cycling and walking networks? 

 

Policy 6 

 

 

Policy 7 

 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths new 

footpaths, cycle ways and bridle paths 

for use by the community. 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

 SA15. Reduce pollution levels. 

- Will it reduce air, water, land 

and light pollution from 

Policy 6 

 

 

++ 

 

 

Supports the creation of the Walton 

Colliery Nature Park Heritage Trail 

for use by the community. 
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Theme Sustainability Objectives Relevant Policy Appraisal Justification 
current activities and the 

potential for such pollution? 

- Will it reduce pollution to 

water bodies? 

Policy 7 

 

 

Policy 8 

 

 

Policy 9 

 

 

Policy 10 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

++ 

 

 

Extension to the Walton Colliery 

Nature Park Heritage Trail for use by 

the community. 

Improvements to existing footpaths, 

cycle ways and bridle paths for use by 

the community. 

Creation of new footpaths, cycle ways 

and bridle paths for use by the 

community. 

Enhancement to public transport 

which will improve accessibility for all 

of the community. 

 

Conclusion on Policy Sustainability Appraisal  
 

As most of the policies were derived from higher level planning polices and guidance then most seeks to protect and enhance existing community assets to 

create new ones.  Most of the policies are the result of extensive community participation and consultation and therefore focus on local need and equality 

for all members of the community. As sustainability was an important factor throughout the preparation of the draft WNP then only sustainable and 

beneficial policies have been included. 

 

The conclusion is that the policies in the draft WNP are consistent with achieving the aims of sustainable development. 

 
5. OVERALL SUMMARY ASSESSMENT  
 
Overall the Neighbourhood Plan has a good performance on sustainability issues. There are no significant areas where sustainability has not been addressed.  

 

As Walton is a village the higher level local plan sets out that only small scale development will take place where it helps to meet identified local needs 

within the settlement boundary.  On this basis no sites are proposed for development. 

 

In accordance with the plan‟s vision statement the draft WNP largely seeks to protect and enhance existing community assets and linkages and to create 

new ones.  Most of the policies in the plan are the result of extensive community participation and consultation and therefore focus on local need and 

equality for all members of the community. As sustainability was an important factor throughout the preparation of the draft WNP then only sustainable 

and beneficial policies were included. 


